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The Book itself centres around the experiences and lives of refugees in British camps homing Belgians, Jews and people of many other races/ethnicities. It focuses on interviews, trying to grasp and understand what it means to eb a refugee and how unsettling it might feel to live without a place to truly call home, knowing that the place you once called home is no longer safe. This book is a key piece as it would help to compare and contrast the experiences of refugees and refugee camps from two separate settings allowing academics to interpret and understand better the challenges and difficulties refugees face.
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Bogdan’s article provides insight into the way in which participant observations are conducted, the methods used and who this approach may be beneficial to gathering qualitative research data. It explores the narrative of qualitative information and how it is important to not just gather information from observing, but rather learning from those around us. By participating one can gather information in a new way, interacting and becoming part of the environment. The paper itself argues the benefits of participant observation, often seen as unscientific, and how it can benefit researchers themselves and their research in the long run. By incorporating this into my own research I can provide further explanation as to why participant observation is not only an important research method overall but why it is so important to be used during this research model. Through applying the pro’s and con’s using Bogdan’s explanation I can further explain as to the needs to engage in participant observation and expand on its usage within the field.
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Hajj creates a narrative of discussion focused around the idea of property, that it is a privilege for a person to own property and to keep said property safe, something often taken advantage. He explores what kind of property a refugee would own, what they would consider most valuable to themselves and how they would not only keep it safe but also transport it alongside them during their journey and their time in refugee camps. This book brings a new perspective to the way refugees live. Often, we glance over the idea that a refugee could hold anything of value, belittling the sentimental possessions they may have. It provides readers with an insight into the thing’s refugees cherish most and the lengths they may go to in order to keep it safe, contrasting and displaying similarities and differences to the way in which people who are not refugees may keep their belongings/property safe. By utilising this book as means to understand my own research into refugees I can understand what it is refugees cherish most and how they protect their property when in a refugee camp which could be considered to be unstable and at times a disruptive way of living.
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Hynes’ paper provides information on the issues surrounding research into the experiences of asylum seekers in the UK dispersal process. It provides an understanding of the entire experience a refugee has to go through both before and after their arrival into the United Kingdom. By exploring the effects of travel on asylum seekers, and how they felt before their journey towards their arrival and end it allows for an understanding of the affects this journey may have on asylum seekers. In comparison to my own research which would be in just a refugee camp, I can compare this with the liminality that refugees feel in the Matamoros camp based in Mexico-US border, compared to asylum seekers that have made their journey into a place they expect to be one of safety.
Reed-Danahay. D. E, (1997). Auto/Ethnography: rewriting the self and the social. Oxford: Berg.
Reed-Danahay laments the departure from the typical scientific research methods involving interviews and data, instead choosing to focus on auto-ethnographies as a means for gathering research data. By exploring my own narrative I can draw my own conclusion on the experiences I had, the way I felt during my time in the field and the meaning behind all of these thoughts and feelings. The book itself provides explanation into why auto-ethnographies are important, that the researcher by being present in the research becomes a part of the study and therefore their own experiences and thoughts are just as important when coming to a conclusion in the study. This view is helpful in my research, that by conducting participant observation I as a researcher will become somewhat a part of the study. Therefore, my own understanding of refugee camps, my own experiences, thoughts and feelings become integral to understanding what happens in a refugee camp and how refugees live their lives.
Skinner. J, (2012). The Interview: An Ethnographic Approach. London: Bloomsbury Publishing Berg.
Skinner writes about the interview a research method centred around asking questions to participants in order to gather information. He writes about what exactly an interview is, the many forms it takes with open-ended questions and closed questions, how ethnographic interviews may take shape. By writing about what makes a successful interview Skinner opens up the panel to allow researchers a basis for understanding the best ways to approach this specific research method and what kind of environments it would be most appropriate for. It challenges the reader who may have an initial bias against interviews to eventually understanding the power interviews hold and useful they can be when conducting one’s research. This in itself will allow me to present my research methods with a stronger, more concise example as to why it is so important and the impact it may have on my research, and my study.
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