	
	
	




The topic which I will be focusing on is the 1981 Education Act which mainly focuses on Special Educational Needs and the act to make a provision with respect with children with Special Educational Needs. It also recognises that teachers are required to identify children who may need extra assistance but also required by the local authority to formally assess children and then to provide schools with the additional resources in order to help support the child’s needs. The reason why I have decided to choose this topic is because I have an interest in working with children with special educational needs and have personal experience within the home environment. This has made me want to explore special educational needs into further depth and see what changes can be made to not only children’s education but to their futures. It was states in an article in which the act is thoroughly based on trying to provide the correct adequate safeguards, rights and duties for all those who are concerned within the education concerning children with special educational needs but also to ensure that their rights are supported throughout their transition into life and work within the community.  This act is specifically deemed to be a contested issue due to the lack of different opinions of others and the way that the Warnock report has been laid out to have a beneficial effect on children and young people but to also ensure that children and young people have a right to their education. I understand that education is important to every child as it helps them to develop vital skills, being able to learn new things, experience bigger learning opportunities and to improve their lives for the working world. However, this is the most important part of children and young people with special educational needs as it will help them to become more independent and will help to reduce the amount of care which they will need later on in adulthood, it would also prepare them for future events and to know what to expect but to also focus on skills in relation to that. An example of this includes university education and being able to have a job and provide for their potential families. From personal experiences, I understand why this is an important part of a child and young person with special educational needs as both of my siblings have diagnosed ASD and have the opportunity to learn different life skills within an educational environment and to become more independent within the homely environment. Such as cooking, unloading the dishwasher, folding and putting clothes away. However, even though these skills may seem the most simplistic, everyday tasks, for children with SEN needs it's a massive push and milestone for them to push them out of their comfort zone and to build on that self-esteem and confidence which they need to become an independent human being. 

The 1981 Education Act was the first piece of legislation which was put into effect to give young people a ‘right’ to a mainstream education. It was also widely represented as the measure in which it implements the Warnock Report but also increases the parental involvement within the education of children who have special educational needs. According to Welton, J. and Evans, J. (No Date), the 1981 education act can be seen as one of the main points within the education system of ideas about handicap and the overall management of handicap within the education system. The importance of this is to ensure that children and young people with special educational needs can receive the care and support in which they require but to also ensure that the decision being made based on the child’s special educational needs is require to benefit and ensure that they can also have their input in what they would like to happen going forward. For example, if a child was to sit an exam the local education authority would take into account the child’s special educational needs, the child’s academic abilities and their general way of working in an environment to see whether that child would sit their exam under certain conditions for example, in a separate room away from other pupils. This act has various issues in which it demonstrates the negative impacts of the act and ways in which it is classed as a contested issue, it has also been viewed in different aspects by a range of different people by arguing the fact that it defines the meaning within the legal framework and it is against the interest within children and young people. The Warnock Report supports this act and children with special educational needs.  The education act 1981 has had its roots way back in 1966 where a range of organisations ask the government to set up a committee of an enquiry within special education which then led to it being established years later in 1974, producing the Warnock Report on Special Educational Needs in 1978. This report was put into place to allow reviews within the special educational needs sector to be taken seriously but also to assess and review the educational system within Wales, England and Scotland for children and young people who are handicapped by disabilities and to be able to review support within schools and from teaching staff.  Before the white paper was published, the principal officer within the department of education and science had claimed in a radio interview that it could not be published until the government had a broad idea about the framework of legislation and details still needed to be filled in, for it to be published. The minister of state education Baroness Young, had described that as an important state of intention within the government's policy had intended to achieve a new legal framework which was based on special educational needs and to cause everyone with the responsibility with children with SEN to look into their practices to see that every child who has special educational needs, would receive the same maximum advantage within education, meaning that any child who has special educational needs has the same rights as any child who doesn't have needs to all receive the same amount of education and attention within the classroom from staff but to also receive support and guidance. However, there are many reasons as to why people don’t agree with the education act or have a reason against it and why it poses a negative effect. According to Start Teaching (2023), The special educational needs and disability acts in the UK have faced several issues and criticisms by many educational institutions who have very limited resources and have found it challenging to meet the financial demands to be able to provide required support. There have also been many effects on parents who have expressed feeling very overwhelmed during decision-making processes which involves making the right decisions which is going to heavily benefit their child and feeling sidelined. Furthermore, there remain for more beneficial training and awareness for educators within the education sector to effectively cater for children and young people with SEN needs and how to understand them. 

Within this essay, I have talked about why the following act is deemed as a contested issue but also why it has a view of different opinions and viewpoints. Also, going into more depth about the Warnock Report and why they supported the Education act and what approach was taken to help and support not only the children and young people with SEN but also different educators and families. I feel like that Special Educational Needs is a huge factor within schools and education settings as i feel that every person should receive the same amount of support and guidance who matter what issues and difficulties people face. From personal experience, I have witnessed children having received support from different educators for example, speech and language therapists, teaching assistants and this was purely based in a primary school setting and the child’s needs were ASD, which links within the education act 1981. My thoughts within this issue are both influenced by both positive and negative impacts, this is because I feel like that children in schools are receiving support from people within the education environment and their own caregivers but at the same time, I feel that the local education authority and the local council sometimes make it harder to become approachable and fail to give support to families struggling with financial stability, appeals within SEN schools. Which then can have an impact on families but also the child with SEN needs. 


The topic which I will be focusing on is Successful Futures which mainly focuses on the review of the curriculum and assessment arrangements in schools within Wales. This issue plays an important role in children’s lives and education in Wales but also how children learn within a school setting. It also focuses on different topics within the Curriculum for Wales and how these can be applied to classroom activities and learning. I've decided to choose this topic as I would like to explore more within the curriculum but also about how beneficial the different ranges of reviews and assessments are to help build and benefit children’s education. This issue is deemed as a contested issue as it has many different implications within the curriculum. According to Welsh Government (2015), the programmes of learning currently on offer within special educational needs schools but these will need to be easily adapted to be able to deliver a curriculum which includes the six different areas of development but also to design pedological approaches to match the specific area of learning needs to be able to support children and young people who have special educational needs. This is stating that parts of the curriculum may need to be adapted for children with SEN needs for them to be able to understand and grasp the concept of different areas of learning within the curriculum. Throughout this topic, I will be going into more depth about the national curriculum and how it plays an important role in children and young people’s education but also both negatives and positives of the Successful Futures framework and how it is viewed by different professionals. Also, the importance of assessments and reviews within the curriculum and why this is important. 
The Successful Futures framework, which was produced by Professor Donald Graham, outlines the importance of the curriculum and aims to “shape a successful and exciting future” for all children and young people in Wales. In March 2014 the Welsh Government had asked Professor Donald Graham to review the national curriculum and assessment arrangements in education settings throughout Wales. The reason as to why this was hugely important was for all schools in Wales to be able to have a say and what would work best for them in their school settings. They had meetings with different education staff which includes headteachers, teachers, school managers, staff and professionals. This was to ensure that they had a say in what they think needs to change within the curriculum and what would be beneficial to not only the children, but also the schools itself. Between March and December 2014, they had visited approximately 60 different schools which includes nursery schools, primary schools, secondary schools and special educational needs schools. Also, they looked at Estyn reports, Welsh Government policies and other reports to help get a better understanding what is being taught in schools and how to help improve the curriculum. However, there were many positive effects on this legislation which was put into place and helped improved the different approaches within the curriculum. According to Welsh Government (2015), Professor Donald Graham had been told by various people in the education industry that there were many positive outcomes to Foundation Phase, National Literacy and Numeracy Framework (LNF), Routes for Learning, new Welsh Baccalaureate and Welsh language and bilingualism. Which indicates that these different topics within the curriculum are in some way have a positive outcome and are working for the teachers but also the children. However, teachers had told Professor Donald Graham that they would like to receive more power to be able to make decisions about how to teach and what content to teach within the national curriculum, but also that the assessment arrangements were not working well as planned in order to help and support children with their learning. He talked to children and young people who told him what they thought of the curriculum and if any changes needed to be made to make it more beneficial and suitable for them. They said that the curriculum was already out of date and wanted to make changes on technology, software and digital skills to make a more up to date change on today's technology which can be used in schools as part of the curriculum. Furthermore, they wanted to have more greater focuses on life skills, personal confidence, basic skills, work life skills, career advice and health and wellbeing. This would enable them to have more experience and opportunities within education but also to learn different ranges of life skills to prepare them for the end of their education and ready for employment and working adult life. They wanted lessons to also be fun and enjoyable and not just something that is there to pass something or gain qualifications for if they didn’t want to pursue in the future. I think it's important for children and young people to be able to have that experience at an early age and to be properly educated on about future employment but also to gain skills for independence. The main aim within the curriculum is to be able to give children those positive outcomes and skills which would be beneficial to them. This includes being able to create a stimulating and challenging educational experience for children and young people for them to be able to thrive and succeed, and to receive the best possible education. This was according to (Donaldson, G). When planning a new curriculum, it's important for individuals within the education industry to be able to have their thoughts and opinions on what changes should be made to improve the curriculum and how it would benefit children and young people in every school setting. However, within the curriculum there were many negative implications. For teachers and school leaders, there are many major implications in terms of professional development and training in schools. These issues include the urge to be able to extend teachers’ abilities in the Welsh language, health and well-being, digital skills and computer science, as well as curriculum planning and assessment. This is because teachers from different backgrounds and cultures may not have that experience within the Welsh culture and language and need more training and support for them to teach the Welsh language in education settings. Also, within digital skills and computer science, it's important that teachers receive that extra training to help them teach children and young people about digital skills and computer science skills as within this generation a huge number of schools are now using digital technology skills as part of their everyday learning within the classroom, and for children to be able to learn through digital technology and to use their problem solving skills. According to (Welsh Government (2015), the report suggests that the development within the curriculum development needs schools and teachers to be able to become more directly engaged in being able to shape the curriculum in the ways that meets the needs of their children and young people within their education environment. The recommendations have an aim to provide suitable curriculum and assessment arrangements that will eventually meet the needs and aspirations of education within Wales. Another issue is purely based on the changes which have been made by the government which influences the year groups within schools. According to (Welsh Government (2022), the new curriculum will no longer be organised into Key Stages and the principles within the Foundation Phase, which is now known as Foundation Learning, remains and becomes a part of a one seamless curriculum for children ages 3-16, which provides joined up learning. This means that children aged between 3-16 would now be learning the same content but in different aspects within the level of content which is being taught to them. Personally, I think that this could’ve been changed so that children between the ages of 3-10 would be taught the same content and 11-16 would be taught the same content as it would be more beneficial as they are both in primary and secondary schools. 
Throughout this topic, I have discussed the main points within the curriculum, why education is important for children and young people but also those with special educational needs and the changes and challenges within the curriculum. Also, i have briefly discussed children and young people’s point of view and what they thought needed to be changed and why it would be beneficial for them to do so. My thoughts within this is that I understand why the curriculum needed to be changed due to the use of out-of-date learning resources, teachers can how have a bit more flexibility and freedom to the way in which they teach each topic but make it their own instead of having to follow strict instructions, but also making learning more an enjoyable experience for the children and to introduce more hands-on learning based activities instead of them being more paper and pen based. Overall, I think that the curriculum has changed for the better and has seen a more positive impact on children and young people and will continue to do so. 
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