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Part 1. 
In Iceland and additional countries, teachers and parents think that it is essential that children have outdoor play when they are learning. A percentage of the community wrote about the Government papers, which included information about how playing outdoors has a good impact on children. Within the curriculum guidelines, they announced a large part of playing outdoor is good for children learning as it is a different environment as they are learning about nature and the world. It also shows children what they are able to do in the outdoors for example exercising, play and healthy living. This highlights that outdoor learning has accrued for many years in Iceland. 
Children within the ages of one to six years old play outside every day in school. Outdoor play consists of school ground projects, adventures, team building and environmental education. Children may find it easier to learn by doing outdoor learning. Research shows that teachers in Iceland use outdoor learning daily in their lessons, as young children find it easier to learn through play. However, the capital of Reykjavik state that they teach 70% of outdoor learning. 

Norðdahl, K. and Jóhannesson, I.Á., 2014. ‘Icelandic teachers' views of using the outdoors. Education 3-13, 44(4), pp.391-406: International Journal of Primary, Elementary and Early Years Education. 
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Part 2.
This article is written to promote forest schools in primary schools to help children’s outdoor learning. An explanation of Forest schools has been made by the Forest School Network. It states that ‘it is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults’ regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem through hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment’ (Murray and O’brein) Individuals are worried that children in early years do not get to go to the woodlands to do forest school. Parents want their children to experience forest schools as they are concerned their children will miss out on outdoor learning as they are spending more time in the classroom. They feel that outdoor learning is an essential part of their early years. Research has shown that if children do not go out to forest schools, as they grow older, they will miss out on physical and emotional benefits of access to nature. (Ward Thompson and Aspinall and bell and offers 2004). This highlights that learning outdoors is very different to learning in a classroom environment, and children may work better outdoors rather than in the classroom. 
As the welsh Government have bought a new curriculum in they encourage teachers to do forest schools in their own schools especially foundation phase. 

(215 words)

O’Brien, L. and Murray, R., 2006. A marvellous opportunity for children to learn. A participatory evaluation of Forest School in England and Wales. Surrey: Forest Research.
Welsh Assembly Government. Cardiff 2009. Ward Thompson, C., et al,. Outdoor Learning Handbook,. Outdoor Learning Handbook. Open space and social inclusion: Local woodland use in central Scotland. Report to the Forestry Commission, Edinburgh, 2004. 


Part 2B.
If I fail to acknowledge the source of my information in academic writing, I may be accused of plagiarism. This is important I avoid plagiarism as I could fail the course for not writing my own work, which may lead to me not being to understand what I have written. It is also a form of theft as I would be stealing someone else’s work. Being accused of plagiarism could give me an overall lower grade and have an impact on my future. It is necessary that I keep track of all the sources I use, so when I am reading over my work, I can ensure I have not used plagiarism in my writing and allows the reader to click on the source. (How to avoid Plagiarism). 
     When I use a direct quote, it is essential that I reference my work to show that I have had it from a website, a book, the news or a journal. It is important to put the quote in quotation marks and to use the exact wording so that it shows it has been taken from somewhere else. It is critical to add the authors name in the sentence. When finding information from different sources it is crucial that I rewrite the whole sentence in my own words. When refencing it shows that the point has been taken from somewhere else and that the piece of information can be found. Referencing quotes helps me avoid plagiarism as I am making it clear by adding the reference, the author and the name of the article. If I am taking knowledge from a book, it is important to add the page numbers, the year it was written and the author. 
Wikipedia is an unreliable source to search information for an academic assignment. My reason for this is that individuals can change information on Wikipedia to false data and knowledge. It is unreliable as it allows users to change facts and may not be checked before it is published, as it has no author and the data that is posted is too general. The data on Wikipedia could also be out of date so it is inaccurate to use. (Research and Written guides 2022)
Wikipedia is not treated as a scholarly document; this means that it is not an educational study.  It is a primary source of evidence as it is not a journal or published report. 
It is an untrustworthy website as users are able to add fake links to other websites that may have nothing to do with the topic. (Is Wikipedia as ‘unreliable’ as you’ve been told? Experts suggest the opposite may be true.) 
The instructions I use that is included in a refencing guide which explains how I present a very long quotation:
1. Use the link to the website. 
2. Include a text to show where the research has come from. 
3. Add the author’s name. 
4. Add the source (book/journal/news/website).
5. Add date of the source. 
I began to conduct research for an academic assignment by researching about the topic I am going to write about. I then collected information from multiple sources such as at different books. Books are essential when writing an assignment as it gives the reader a good understanding of the topic. It helps the reader explore and helps improve literacy, it is also an important part of learning. (28 books that will expand your knowledge and open your mind). It helps the individual improve their writing and adapting to new skills. When using information from a book it is important to reference properly by adding the page numbers and author.    journals, a journal is a report that is written by professors and researchers. The news, this is information that is issued in newspapers or live television. Published reports, a published report is to collect data and let other individuals to use and share the statistics. (Publish a Report.)
(616 words)



Schooled To Fail?-Part 3.

This is an article written by Emma Smith, she is a York University student investigating the debate in Welsh Education, “The Underachievement debate in Wales”. Schools in Wales are not excelling as well as expected. Students are not achieving high grades and there are concerns within the Welsh Education Authority. 
In the 1980s Schools in Wales were accused to fail according to “Reynolds and Murgatoyd” 
in 1981. This is where students gradually fell behind in their year group due to avoiding work and not putting enough effort in to their studies. Today teachers are more hopeful and confident through regular testing and support that better examination results will remove the gap of underachievement.
          
The main aim of this article is a debate about Education today. The author has described education as a ‘relatively poor academic performance’. It is a debate of the welsh perspective as they are more disadvantaged at education as we see a comparison between Wales and England. However, this is unfair as only three million one hundred ninety thousand people live in Wales and fifty-five million nine hundred eighty thousand people live in England. (Population and household estimates, England and Wales Census 2021). 

The key argument the writer shows is that the schools in Wales are underachieving. Most of the underachieving are Males and working class. They fail various ways through curriculum and assessments. The examinations in Wales are set at high standards compared to English schools, and this has put pressure on the teachers in Wales resulting in unfair results in examinations.

According to the article almost half of students leave school at the age of sixteen with less than five GCSE grades C and above. (DfEs 2003) Several students leave school at sixteen and do not follow into higher education as they have not passed their school examinations. An important factor in Wales is to improve education beyond the age of sixteen, as there is a need to raise the standards in welsh schools to give Wales greater economic growth. Wales must change to produce and compete against European investors, our industries are failing, as European countries are producing and employing at cheaper rates. This has lead Education committees to look into further education for sixteen year old and over to be offered a chance to complete more flexible and vocational qualifications.

Throughout the article the author intentions are to close the gender gap between the students who are underachieving and achieving. The main point of this is that females are the strongest in education. Girls have a positive behaviour, they take more pride in their work which open on to achievements and high grades. 
Furthermore, boys are not achieving as well as they should be. However, this has been occurring problem for a long period of time. As this has been an on-going situation for many years, there needs to be a new plan put into place to close the gap of underachieving. GCSEs were used for evidence to see how large the achieving gap was. Figures 7.1 and 7.7 show the gap of achievement between girls and boys in their maths and English. These subjects were chosen as they are the most important core subjects, and they are compulsory to every student. The figures showed that there was a poor performance from 1970 to 1985 and there was not much of a difference in students results. Although the achievement gap increased slightly between 1986 and 1987. (WJEC examination Board)
GCSEs were used for evidence to see how large the achieving gap was. Data can show 

The author has studied and produced data showing a review of statistics relating to England, Wales and the Northeast.
According to the statistics Table 7.1 Gross Domestic Product compares the United Kingdom as a whole, showing Wales and Northeast England as a region and England and United Kingdom as a whole, this is not accurate, giving a false number of students in different regions. It is unfair to compare Wales and England as Wales has a smaller population. (Office of National Statistics 2001). Evidence from the data also showed that Wales had better Education compared to the Northeast gaining five or more GCSEs c grade to A*.

The author Emma Smith writes formal language as the article is written to an audience. The writing has no personal tone however, the writer has used good language. She includes academic writing throughout the text.  
I do feel the writing can be difficult to comprend, as the article contains complex information, and data. It makes the reader study the information more thoroughly taking time to digest the data.
Nevertheless, I feel that the article is not effective as the author hasn’t put much of a debate in her writing. 

The argument is not constant, firstly the author compares England to Wales, this is a very unfair comparison, as the population is higher in England than Wales, the author then changes her statement to start comparing between Wales and North East. This enables her to compare smaller populated areas with the same economical background. 

To conclude reading this article the main problem is that students are not achieving high levels of education. The claim is that there is a gap between England and Wales as England is a bigger country. In this situation Wales has a bigger problem as they are failing. 
This article is reliable as the author has taken information from different sources and compared data. 
Overall, it is an appropriate academic article as it is written by an author, and she has used formal language. Although Emma Smith is not a Professional, she is a University Student. 
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