Context – Standen house, billiards room
I have chosen to curate an exhibition about pomegranates and their use and symbolism throughout cultures and history. I chose this as my topic because as I was eating a pomegranate the glistening seeds were so beautiful they reminded me of gemstones and I was inspired to do some more research where I found out that the pomegranate has a lot of symbolic meanings and cultural significance around the world.

I have chosen to only put 5 installations for maimum impact(hook373)

The exhibition will take place at Standen house, an arts and crafts house near East Grinstead. I have chosen to display in the billiards room because of the use of William Morris’s Pomegranate wallpaper in one alcove. This wallpaper is also known as Fruit, and is a simple repetitive pattern the fruit themselves also look simplistic however they have lots of texture. When comparing Pomegranate to Daises, one of Morris’s other patterns Zaczek says “Morris’s fruits are more naturalistic. There is light stippling on their surfaces, and the burst skins and exposed seeds of the over-ripe pomegranates lend an extra hint of realism.” (Zaczek, 2001, p.194)

Artists and artworks
1. Unicorn in captivity
Unicorn in captivity is a medieval European tapestry depicting a unicorn trapped in a low fenced area and tied to a pomegranate tree. The unicorn appears content in captivity, this is seen as a symbol of marriage and fertility, the unicorn also looks to be bleeding but upon closer inspection it bleeds pomegranate seeds (non confirmed culture)

2. Proserpine
Proserpine was painted by Dante Rossetti in 1871. Based on Greek myth the painting depicts the goddess Proserpine imprisoned in her castle in the underworld cast in the light of the overworld through a window she stares thoughtfully out of. Proserpine is holding the pomegranate hades tricked her into eating, binding her to the underworld for six months, as she ate six seeds. It is said that when ceres – mother of Proserpina -   begged Jupiter to bring their daughter back home, he agreed on the condition Proserpina hadn’t eaten 

3. The colour of pomegranates
The colour of pomegranates is a film by Russian director Sergei Parajanov  in 1969 depicting the life of Armenian born poet and musician, Sayat-Nova who was born 1721 and died 1795. The film, rather than being biographical, is shown through images used as representations of 
4. ?
5. ?
conclusion
