Alexander and Bagoas
The relationship between Alexander the Great and the eunuch Bagoas is mentioned in quite a few sources that we have surviving about the reign of Alexander the Great and would have been recorded in other sources we no longer have access to. One of the main lost sources is the Journal of Ptolemy, which Plutarch would have had access to, and most likely used to inspire and inform his famous work on the Life of Alexander. The sources offer a different amount of information and a holistic understanding of the account requires an analysis of all the available sources.
Plutarch gives a fairly short account of Bagoas the eunuch, in Alexander 67.4, Plutarch recounts how Alexander met Bagoas when Bagoas won a singing and dancing competition. The eunuch then sat by Alexander’s side and was kissed by Alexander at the request of the Macedonians.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  ‘Plutarch, Alexander, Chapter 67, Section 4’. [n.d.]. Www.perseus.tufts.edu <https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0243%3Achapter%3D67%3Asection%3D4> [accessed 11 April 2024]] 

	Athenaeus had more to say about this relationship and didn't refer to the singing competition at all, he talks about how Bagoas had influence over Alexander the Great, he says that Alexander embraced Bagoas in a theatre and the whole theatre shouted in approval.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  ‘Athenaeus, the Deipnosophists, Book XIII., Chapter 80’. [n.d.]. Www.perseus.tufts.edu <https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus:text:2013.01.0003:book=13:chapter=80&highlight=bagoas> [accessed 11 April 2024]] 

	Quintus Curtius Rufus writes more extensively about Bagoas, but in a much more negative light, he is discussed in the section on the fate of Orsines, who is a satrap of the Persians who is supposedly related to Cyrus the Great, and this Satrap gravely insults Bagoas by calling him a Alexander’s harlot. Quintus Curtius Rufus records that Bagoas won the favour of Alexander the Great through prostitution, this is a much more negative and explicit account than any of the other accounts, but is also more extensive as it includes a section on how Bagoas gets revenge on Orsines by hiring false witnesses to accuse him of crimes.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  ‘Quintus Curtius [History of Alexander] with an English Translation by John C. Rolfe V.2.’ [n.d.]. HathiTrust <https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015008158407&seq=485> [accessed 12 April 2024]] 

	A fourth account that is worth looking at is Claudius Aelianus, who records that Alexander was drinking excessively in the house of Bagoas a eunuch which was located very close to the palace.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  ‘Aelian: Various Histories. Book III’. [n.d.]. Penelope.uchicago.edu <https://penelope.uchicago.edu/aelian/varhist3.xhtml#chap23> [accessed 13 April 2024]] 

	Overall the sources all agree that Alexander the Great was involved with Bagoas, the relationship between them is described as a sexual relationship, but how involved they were is very different from source to source. There is the story of Bagoas dancing for Alexander the Great and being kissed. Another important aspect of this relationship is the proximity of the house of Bagoas to the palace indicating that Bagoas was an important eunuch under Darius.[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  ‘Aelian: Various Histories. Book III’. [n.d.]. Penelope.uchicago.edu] 

The relationship is described as a disgraceful one in the account by Quintus Curtius Rufus. He mentions that Bagoas was favoured because of prostitution and sexual favours.[footnoteRef:6] all the sources agree that Bagoas had influence over Alexander and that Bagoas was very popular with the Macedonians, this is backed up by both the dancing competition recorded in Plutarch and the time that Alexander embraced Bagoas in a theatre as recorded by Athenaeus. [6:  ‘Quintus Curtius [History of Alexander] with an English Translation by John C. Rolfe V.2.’] 

	Overall the sources indicate a relationship between Alexander that if not explicitly sexual was very close to it. Bagoas had a large amount of influence over Alexander and used it for his benefit. Such as bringing the downfall of Orsines. The sources we have indicate a close but very complex relationship between Alexander and Bagoas. Bagoas is an interesting and complex character in these accounts, nuanced and with an interesting role to play in the history of Alexander the Great.  
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