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Education has changed rapidly over the years and for the better. Looking back at different policies of education many of children were not included, especially if they had a particular disability or an additional learning need (ALN). In 1880 education act, only a very small number of children would be able to attend schools. This act stated that it was compulsory for children between the ages of 5 and 10 to attend school and have the right to an education. However, although it was and still is compulsory for children to attend school and have an education, there are still so many barriers out there for a variety of different children in why they are not able to attend school, mainly because of the way in which they have to live and factors such as English as an additional language. Throughout there is going to be a closer look into global perspectives on education, the different frameworks that are out there today to help ensure that all children are getting their right to an education and how education for sustainable development and global citizenship (ESDGC) is extremely beneficial to be taught in schools to teach children about the world around them. Lastly, there will be a look into our country, the United Kingdom, and a look into Sudan in Africa to compare the two to see how different these countries are in regards to education and what they do to help children with their education. 

‘Education is a fundamental human right. It is the key to sustainable development and peace and stability within and among countries’ actionaid.org (2000).

Children from all over the world have the right to an education, it is part of their basic human rights in life. In 2000, a framework came out for children called the Dakar framework. This framework committed themselves to the achievement of education for all (EFA) goals and targets for every single citizen and for every society that is out there today. The framework is a collective commitment to action, they said that the government have a duty to ensure that education for all goals and targets are being reached and continued. According to the Dakar framework, this is a responsibility that will be met most effectively through broad-based partnerships within countries, supported by co-operation with regional and international agencies and institutions. The framework also admitted to supporting the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Convention on the Rights of the Child, that all children, young people and adults have the human right to benefit from an education that will meet their basic learning needs. It is an education that is there to ensure that each individuals’ talents and potential, and to help develop a learner’s personalities, so that they can improve their own lives and transform their societies. 
Dakar framework said that they collectively commit themselves to the attainment of expanding and improving comprehensive early childhood care and education, especially for the most vulnerable and disadvantaged children. For example, this could be children who are living in poverty. This can then promote education for all policies within a sustainable and well-integrated sector framework clearly linked to poverty elimination and development strategies. These are just a few of the many commitments that they have said to ensure is kept in place to provide a better education for all children. The framework said that by 2015 all children, particularly girls, in difficult circumstances and those belonging to ethnic minorities, have access to and complete free compulsory primary education of good quality. This is extremely important to take into consideration as according to Education for All Global Monitoring Report (2015), there are 84 million children and adolescents who are out of school and 52 million of these children are girls. 
 Education for all (EFA) looks at a variety of achievements and challenges that have happened throughout the years and the ways in which it is still being improved today. After completing their research, they have said that only a third of countries have achieved all of the measurable EFA goals. Only 52% reached the target, 9% were extremely far apart from being on target, 29% were far from and 10% were close. These statics are very low and in 2012, 121 million children and adolescents were still out of school. It is said that the poorest of children are 4x more likely to be out of school, and 5x more likely not to complete primary education than the richest of the pupils. This is an incredibly high volume of children that are not getting the right to an education.

‘All children have a right to survive, thrive and fulfil their potential – to the benefit of a better world.’ UNICEF (2018).

Taking a closer look into what our country, the United Kingdom, educational barriers to education are. UNICEF (2018) is a United Kingdom organisation that works in 190 different countries and territories to save children’s lives, to defend their rights, and to help them fulfil their potential. This act states on their website that they will never give up ensuring that all children are being looked after properly. They have said that every child has the right to an education, whatever their background, gender or ethnicity may be. This organisation wants to be able to see a word where all children are able to enjoy these rights happily. However, children are not able to enjoy this as more than 61 million children don’t attend their primary school. UNICEF say that without the opportunity to learn, children are not able to develop to their full potential. They are more likely to be caught up in cycles of poverty and poor health. UNICEF aims to support innovative programmes that gives the most vulnerable children the chance to learn. They work very closely with governments, communities and parents to enable every child to access a quality education. This should be compulsory for all children to have and with a supportive organisation this can be made possible. They aim, every year, to help millions of more children to get an education. Being able to provide textbooks and classroom kits to schools to help children with their education to make it more enjoyable. Also, setting up child-friendly spaces where children can keep learning, even during some of the most difficult circumstances or challenges they have in their lives. 
 There can be a variety of barriers to engagement in education from a global perspective view. Children who do attend school may have a specific barrier that can stop them from wanting to learn. It can also leave the child not wanting to interact or join in with their peers around them because they have a variety of insecurities that are holding them back. Some of the many barriers that children face could be the fact that they are living in poverty, child poverty is about a child who is living in poor living conditions. Children’s society (2013) states that there are over 3.5 million children who are currently living in poverty in the UK, child poverty has changed rapidly over the years, the proportion of children in poverty has risen considerably in the last 30 years – in 1979 it is said that there were around 14% of children living in poverty and by 2012 it has risen up to 27%, this is a huge increase in poverty. In Sudan, which is one of the largest and most geographic diverse states in Africa, split into two countries. There is an estimated 44.8% of the population lives beneath poverty lines and with poverty rates higher in rural areas. Sewidan, N. (2015).
 A child may have an insecurity if they have a language inequality, this could be a child that is from a different country and could have an issue with bonding with their peers because their English isn’t great. Morrison, N. (2014), said that there has been a massive, significant change to the school’s population in recent years and one of the changes has been the increase in the number of children with English as an additional language (EAL). These students now form a majority in one in nine schools in England, the number has risen by 20% in the last five years. In schools there needs to be staff and teachers who are trained well enough to be able to teach these children who have EAL the basics of English and to help them achieve the best to their ability. If this is not done properly then it can have a knock-on effect on the child’s confidence and they may not feel like coming to school if they are struggling to keep up with learning a new language or finding it hard to understand what the class teacher is saying. Some children may switch off and not listen to the teacher, especially if the lesson is not fun or enjoyable. However, there are ways in which a teacher can help and support a child who has a language inequality, according to the britishcouncil.org (2018) they have said that there are more than one million learners in the UK schools who speak English as an additional language. This then represents a considerable proportion of the school population, well about 15 percent. Most teachers in primary and secondary schools have EAL learners in their classes. Teachers are now adapting their lessons to make sure that all learners can get the most out of their education. They are said to do this by involving learners in activities where the language is challenging but appropriate to their abilities and interests. This is to ensure that the lessons are made fun and enjoyable so children are able to understand what is going on, when a lesson is made fun and when it is tailored to the children’s likes it can help a child to learn a lot more. It needs to also be taken into consideration the fact that EAL learners may have various levels of English and could potentially have little or no prior knowledge or no experience of schooling at all. This can then make it a little more difficult to achieve. Teachers from across the UK support EAL learners in many ways and some schools are now getting support from experts from their local authorities. Some schools employ EAL consultants or have their own EAL consultants. This is extremely beneficial for children who have EAL. However, this is not always possible to achieve as funding in schools can be yet another barrier and they are not then able to employ the specialist support that could be extremely beneficial to children who have EAL.
 Funding is an extremely big issue, according to Weale, S. (2018), in England, more than 15,000 teachers and teacher assistants have been made redundant in the last two years. This resulted in bigger classes and less individual attention for the pupils. This then means that children who do have a barrier to education, such as a disability, this is even harder for them to manage in a classroom environment as there will not be the staff to help these children to achieve the best to their ability. UNISON (2018) have said that ‘children with special educational needs and disability rely heavily on teaching assistants, so, sadly they will be suffering the most as a result of these devastating staff cuts’. This can result into children not getting the correct education that they need, they will start to fall behind. 
 The UK spent a vast amount of money on education and according to the BBC (2017), that the absolute amount of money in the pot for schools in England is at record levels, once everything is taken into consideration, schools will have to cut approximately 8% from budgets by 2020. This is huge cut for schools as they are not getting enough funding as it is. To ensure that funding is working and that it is fair on all schools, the new government is consulting on a new funding formula which says will be a fairer way of allocating the cash to schools around the country. Under current plans, almost 11,000 schools stand to gain. The new funding formula could help an extra £1,385 for speaking English as an additional language. This could then help to pay for specialist support for children with EAL to help them in their new start in life. 
 The schools that would get an extra 5.3% for primary schools in sparsely populated communities, 1.3% for small, rural schools and 2.8% for schools with the highest proportion of pupils with low prior attainment. This is on average; some schools may get more or less than this. 
 Education for sustainable development and global citizenship (ESDGC) is all about preparing individuals for the challenges facing planet earth in the 21st century and beyond. Learning.gov.wales. (2017). Said that ‘Education for sustainable development and global citizenship (ESDGC) develops people’s skills to take action that improves our quality of life now and for the future generations’. ESDGC has seven main themes which identify with the real world. Those seven main themes are; 
wealth and poverty, health, climate change, choices and decisions, natural environment, identity and culture, consumption and waste. These themes should be incorporated into the lives of every individual each and every day. This is why it is important for children in schools to learn about these themes, this will help and benefit children to make them aware of society today and the real world around them. ways in which this can be incorporated into a child’s education is for the foundation phase children, the emphasis could be on experimental learning activities both outdoors and indoors. This can help teach children on developing awareness of the environment and the division of people who live there. ESDGC can teach pupils the world around them at a very early age and prepare them for society.  
 Looking at the world around children in 2016 UNICEF supported Sudan. Sudan has long been beset by conflict. Two rounds of north-south civil war cost the lives of 1.5 million people, and a continuing conflict in the western region of Darfur has driven two million people from their homes and killed more than 200,000. BBC (2018). UNICEF supported a learning centre in Khartoum, Sudan. For the girls in this country it was their first experience in going to school. A volunteer teacher at the centre in Sudan said that ‘most of the students have never received an education before, and these children have a huge desire to learn’. The centre is one of over 2,500 across Sudan, which is specifically designed for children who’ve never attended school, who has been so far behind that they can’t return to mainstream education without catching up first on all the missed years of learning they have lost. Also, designed for children who have dropped out of a school and now need that extra learning support to help benefit them for the better. 
 UNICEF work with Sudan and all other places all over the world, they also work with the government and communities to remove barriers that could stop children attending school, and to ensure that all schools are inclusive for all children, no matter what their disability may be. Ensuring it is safe, child-centred and a healthy place for all children to be able to attend. 
 The teaching in Sudan is very different to what it is like here in the UK, the teaching methods are taught in Arabic throughout. Schools in Sudan are mainly clustered in urban areas where they have survived the ongoing civil war, this in itself is a tragic place to be living in but countries such as this have to carry on. The rights of young girls to be able to access the system is largely under the influence of tribal councils and religious leaders. Education is free for children in the UK all the way through primary school and secondary school, in Sudan education is free for children aged 6-13 years. The period set aside for paid secondary education is 3 years and the enrolment factor are 21%. This is partly due to the enrolment of young boys as soldiers. Authorities still believe in focusing at primary level in terms of a bottom-up approach. For the children and for their parents, if their children want to progress on with their education then they will then have to pay for their fees, this in itself is extremely hard. Classbase.com. (2012). If the parents of the children are not able to afford the education for children then they will not be able to get an education. The government of Sudan recognizes education as a right for every citizen and guarantees access to free basic education. Achieving the Education for All targets is considered a pre-requisite for achieving socio-economic stability in Sudan. Globalpartnership.org. (2012). However, across South Sudan, the youth of that country have the least accessible primary education system in the world with 22% of school aged children (7-14) attending school. in 2004, only 2.3% of students completed primary school education. This is an incredibly low number of children who are finishing their education, which means there are a lot more children who do not attend education at all. Looking at the statistics, only 11% of girls have access to primary education. On the whole, 80% of the children have no seat to sit on when they attend school. These statistics come to no surprise that South Sudan has an adult literacy level of 24% and 93% of available teachers are untrained.  

 UNICEF use their trained members of staff to help children in Sudan to get that kick start in life and help them to have their right to an education. It is clear to see that Sudan’s education is very different from the UK’s education system. As statics show, there are a lot more children who are living in poverty in Sudan and this is a main barrier why those children cannot attend school.
Articles 28 and 29 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child focus respectively on a child’s right to an education and on the quality and content of education. UNICEF (2018). Every child should have that right to an education and for children who do attend school it needs to be a qualified teacher who is teaching the children. In the UK all teachers are fully qualified and they have the knowledge on how to help a child with their education, training courses are also provided for teachers in the UK to help develop their knowledge and understand how to teach their pupils. This needs to be done in places all over, especially Sudan as they have teachers in their country who may not be fully qualified and this can be extremely harmful to one’s education. It is good to see support coming from the UK to help children in other countries get that right to an education and help them to achieve the best to their ability. 
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