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Critically engage with one scholarly viewpoint relevant to your essay.

My essay is concerned with examining the possibility of movement of consciousness from the physical body to some other plane or destination at the time of death. This type of subtle phenomena is likely to attract a level of scepticism from those in the scholarly or academic sector. The topics of the soul and life after death are often viewed as belonging exclusively to the domain of religion and are therefore associated with some kind of blind faith rather than being worthy of standing up to scientific scrutiny.

In my own paradigm when I use the term ‘consciousness’ I am defining the primary observable symptom of what is more nebulously referred to as the spirit or soul. ‘The soul hypothesis’ (the belief that souls exist and humans have them) enjoys near unanimous support in the general population. Among philosophers and scientists, however, belief in the soul is far less common.’[footnoteRef:1] [1:  DK Johnson, Think Vol 12, Issue 35, (2013 Cambridge University Press)] 


It is interesting to note that in the above quote, the word ‘belief’ is used, as belief by its very definition also indicates a level of blind faith ‘confidence in the truth or existence of something not immediately susceptible to rigorous proof’ is one dictionary definition.[footnoteRef:2] So if I can lend logic and argument to the proposal that the soul exists in the form of consciousness which is independent of the physical body, then this argument is superior to the unsubstantiated belief of scientists and philosophers. [2:  https://www.dictionary.com/browse/belief accessed 9th November 2021] 

