MAT Case Studies   How would you support the learners mentioned below?
Case Study A
In one class I taught in as a support teacher Fiona always came to me rather than the class teacher. I suggested to her that she might like to ask the class teacher about a particular problem to which she replied ‘I'd rather come to you, Mrs X doesn't like me.’ In fact this was not the case. Mrs X liked Fiona a great deal. She felt that because Fiona was ahead of the rest of the class in her work and could work well independently it was best to leave her to get on with her work on her own. From Mrs X's point of view this was a compliment, Fiona was a good worker and could be trusted to work alone. From Fiona's point of view this was rejection by the teacher and she felt she was being ignored because the teacher did not like her.

Case Study B
Mark was a good ‘all-rounder’ in school. He was not only top of his class in school work but was also excellent at drama and sports. As a result Mark was involved in everything, he was editor of the school newspaper, he played on the school football team, he was taking part in the school Christmas show, he was always asked to be one of the team of children that greeted any visitors that the school had and he contributed regularly to the school assemblies. His mother approached the school one day to say that Mark was becoming very moody at home and was not sleeping well. He was reluctant to go to school and she was very worried about him. After some careful investigation it was found that Mark was simply overloaded with requests to represent the school and he did not know how to say ‘no’. He also did not know what to say ‘no’ to. He liked everything individually but altogether it was too much. Although his behaviour in school had remained exemplary his frustrations and anxieties had become apparent at home.
Case Study C. Not a MAT learner in written English, however the way that we organise our classroom can also send messages to the children…
The school was being inspected. One year 5 class had been put into groups according to their ability in written English. The children were working on sentence construction on the day that the class was to be observed by an inspector. The inspector sat with the green group, next to Julie, as he took notes. Julie became very interested in what the inspector was writing and eventually leaned over and asked ‘what are you doing?’ The inspector replied that he was taking notes of things that were going on in the class. Julie thought about this for a moment and then asked ‘are you putting in capital letters and full stops?’ ‘Yes I am’ replied the inspector. At this point Julie leaned over and whispered ‘you're in the wrong group then’ you should be over there in the red group.’

