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Abstract

The students from Carmarthen Business School at the University of Trinity Saint David were assigned to create a field report after visiting Blaenavon Town. The purpose of this visit was to understand and become familiar with the history and industrial siting of the town. 
During the industrial revolution Blaenavon had a significant impact on its community due to the rise of its iron works, steel production and coal mining, from where coal was exported worldwide.


Town
Blaenavon town is situated between Abergavenny and Pontypool in the South East of Wales with a population of six thousand people. Since the year 2000 Blaenavon is on the UNESCO list of Heritage Sites for its Industrial Landscape (Unesco, United Nation, 2018). Blaenavon is well known for the development that occurred there during the industrial revolution and its significant impact on steel and iron production worldwide.  In 1921 Blaenavon was inhabited by 13.000 people  (Taylor- Davies, 2018).

Ironworks
The development of this town started from the ironworks in 1787, established by Thomas Hill, Benjamin Pratt and Thomas Hopkins (Wakelin, 2006). The ironworks had six furnaces and the white houses beside the ironworks were classified as ‘posh houses’ at the beginning of the industrial revolution. Moreover, only iron masters lived close to the ironworks. However, after approximately 60 years those houses became seen as some of the worst in terms of the standard of living of their occupants and were shared by two to three families. Those cottages were lived in until 1960. Next to the white houses opposite Stack Square is a high tower which was an iron elevator. There were very impressive metal sculptures – signs of Blaenavon which give a welcome feeling to tourists and an encouragement to explore more of the town. From 1860 steel production was introduced to Blaenavon (Taylor- Davies, 2018) which continued the industrial progression of the area. (Glamorgan-Gwent Archaelogical Trust, 2018)
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The World Heritage Centre
The World Heritage Centre is in the middle of town. It used to be Blaenavon Endowed School established by Sarah Hopkins. Through my observation this museum doesn’t share as much of a passion for the history of its town as the Ironworks or different places that I saw. The museum consists of exhibitions of art and videos about Blaenavon history as well as a souvenir shop and coffee shop (Welsh Goverment, 2018).  
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Workingmen’s Hall and Institute
Blaenavon Hall was built by its workers and opened in 1895 to provide social and educational facilities for the community (Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales, 2018). The money for the building was deducted from their wages according to the Hall’s employees (Taylor- Davies, 2018) (Glamorgan-Gwent Archaelogical Trust, 2018). As you enter the building you can feel a passion and a pride for Blaenavon history and the industrial revolution. In the past the place was lively, as the whole community gathered together here. They used to have a library and reading lessons as well as spaces where women and children could learn new skills. The hall consists of big conference theatre style hall upstairs with a balcony. Downstairs consists of a new and very modern 4D Sony cinema and a museum about Alexander Cordell, as well as a museum of heroes from the wars and significant people from its town and important people within Blaenavon society. It’s a beautiful place. Alexander Cordell was a writer fascinated with Blaenavon’s people and its region (Taylor- Davies, 2018). 
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St Peter’s Church
St Peter’s church was built in 1804 by Samuel Hopkins and Thomas Hill. It’s an impressive and remarkable memorial for Blaenavon society. There are iron features  inside the church such as a ‘cast iron baptismal font, cast iron pillars and cast-iron doors’ (Welsh Goverment, 2018) Beside the church there is a grave yard where Samuel Hopkins, a great ironmaster, is buried. His grave included “an iron top tomb” (Welsh Goverment, 2018).
[image: Memorial plaque dedicated to Samuel Hopkins in St. Peter's Church] Inside St Peter’s Church there is a memorial plaque dedicated to the ironmaster by his sister Sarah Hopkins (Word Press Blog, 2015). Between 1840 and 1850 Blaenavon had 18 places of worships and 41 pubs (Taylor- Davies, 2018) . 
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St. Peter’s Church








Big Pit
Big Pit Museum is one of the two museums in Great Britain that takes tourists underground. Big Pit shares remarkable memory of the industrial revolution. Big Pit is an operational preservation from the Welsh Heritage of coal production and is as deep as 90 meters (Fawr, 2018). The coal was exported across the globe. The museum is divided into sections where tourists can contemplate the past. Each room consists of tools, equipment and the machinery of coal mining. It is an impressive tourism attraction, that shows the employees’ passion and pride of place. Big Pit operated from 1880 until closure in 1980. According to our guide who showed us around Big Pit (Fawr, 2018) miners were accompanied by boy workers often less than 10 years old and horses which carried the coal. The conditions of the job itself were very dangerous and hard. Every day the miners and the rest of the workers risked their lives for black diamonds- coal. Its amazed me how well the goods were preserved. From one room to another we saw step by step the pattern of movement of the miners during their day. In the Lamp Room it was explained and shown to us how miners carried heavy lamps underground. What astonished me was the importance of rats underground because they warned miners about roofs collapsing underground. As well as rats, canaries were important underground because they detected levels of carbon monoxide underground which helped miners to prevent explosions. The Pit Heads Bath is a big building with shower cubicles, lockers and a place with automated boot brushers where miners cleaned their shoes. Also, The Pit Heads Bath had a medical room and canteen which at present is a coffee shop for visitors (Glamorgan-Gwent Archaelogical Trust, 2018).
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Automated boot brushers, photo by H. Sieczych
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The Lockers, photo by H. Sieczych
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The showers, photo by H. Sieczych
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Blaenavon Heritage Landscape is important for present and future generations because of the significant impact of the area on our history of Wales. A field trip underlines the importance of coal mining and the industrial revolution.
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SACRED
TO THE MEMORY OF SAMUEL HOPKINS ESQUIRE
OF BLAENAVON; WHERE, IN CONJUNCTION WITH HIS
MUCH RESPLCTED RELATIVE AND PARTNER,
THOMAS HILL ESQUIRE OF DENNIS, STAFFORDSHIRE,
HE FOUNDED THE IRON WORKS, AND BUILDED
AND ENDOWED THIS CHURCH.
THE BENEVOLENCE AND UTILITY OF HIS CHARACTER
WERE GREAT AND UNIFORM. BECAUSE THEY WE
FOUNDED ON THE PRINCIP] OF CHRISTIANIT
HE DIED JUNE V' MDCCGXV AGED LIV.

This Tablet was placed here by his Sole. and truly attached Sister
SARAH HOPKIN'S.

WeHdlline Birming™
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