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Reference for Gavin Kirby

	
Please insert your reference here:

Gavin has been at the forefront of scholarship and the development of pedagogy in Graphic Design and Visual Communication for over 20 years. Throughout his service as a lecturer and senior lecturer Gavin has made a significant contribution as defined by the UK Professional Standards Framework (UKPSF).

In terms of the areas of activity outlined in the UKPSF Gavin has provided leadership to teams developing new programmes and schemes of work at both undergraduate and postgraduate level. His teaching and supervision are highly regarded by his peers and students. He has led the way in helping to establish teaching and learning environments that enable learners to flourish. His teaching, learning and assessment practice underpins his work developing academic programmes and structures to enhance the student experience. His work ethic, professionalism and commitment are recognised by his peers and are at the core of his approach.

Gavin contributes strongly to the development of his academic discipline. His pedagogy is informed by his own practice and research resulting in an innovative approach to teaching, learning and assessment. In his teaching practice he has driven the use of new technologies to enhance the learning process. This has manifested itself in an expansion of staff engagement with Technology Enhanced Learning (TEL). As with all innovation in pedagogy it is vital to monitor and review its effectiveness and feed this back to ensure the development of good practice. Gavin has done this by demonstrating clear leadership and personal commitment to ensure feedback mechanisms are fit for purpose. Nowhere is this more important than in providing feedback to students. In this aspect of academic and professional practice Gavin has again shown clear leadership.

Gavin is a consummate professional and demonstrates the values expected of an individual operating at the forefront of their field. He is respectful of diversity and understands the importance of equality of opportunity in academia. He works effectively with colleagues to promote excellence in scholarship based upon research and professional practice. He encourages and supports academic and technical colleagues to engage in professional development. He provides support to the Assistant Dean for Resources to ensure the Faculty’s IT facilities and the support provided to students are of the highest standard. This emphasis on continuing professional development and the importance of benchmarking practice within the wider UK and International context is at the heart of Gavin’s approach.

On the basis of his excellent contribution to the Faculty’s core areas of academic activity, his development of pedagogy in his own specialist area and professional leadership I have no hesitation in supporting Gavin’s application to become a Fellow of the Higher Education Academy.
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I have worked with Gavin Kirby for a number of years, both in the capacity of being fellow lecturers on undergraduate programmes within Visual Communication and more recently as line manager and Head of School of Graphic and Digital Arts. Gavin’s learning and teaching extends across all years of study at undergraduate and postgraduate levels and he is Pathway Leader of MA Visual Communication. 

Gavin’s commitment to quality teaching and learning and his priority of putting learners first is reflected in him being voted Lecturer of the Year, through the UWTSD’s Student Union, 2 years running in recent years. By nature of the programmes he delivers, Gavin teaches a broad range of students including international students from China. In accommodation of this Gavin has developed learning strategies to be inclusive and his teaching environment, welcoming and creative. His teaching and learning methods are mapped to ensure relevance and currency with creative industries. For instance, Gavin has developed close industry ties with a number of high profile organisations such as Sky Creative, who visit annually and offer students typical creative industry design tasks. This takes the form of group pitches, where the successful group goes on to present their design concepts at Sky Creative’s head office in London. This innovative initiative is highly valued by students who gain external formative feedback in addition to their internal academic feedback. It is important for both students and Sky Creative as this annual project has led to several graduate jobs at Sky. The External Examiner noted this to be best practice in her recent report.

Gavin’s extensive knowledge of leading creative industry hardware and software feeds into, and enhances his teaching. It also supports his approach in designing module handbooks and course teaching literature. The rigour and quality of Gavin’s teaching, assessment and feedback is reflected in the External Examiner’s recent comments that students gave praise, “commenting particularly on the lecturer’s availability, dedication and commitment to helping students achieve their best.”

In addition to Gavin’s excellence in his position as senior lecturer, he is also a freelance Graphic Designer of many years, which hand-in-hand with being an academic ensures a close connection to his discipline at all levels.

It is with this knowledge and confidence in Gavin’s commitment to teaching and learning in Higher Education, that I have the pleasure of providing this reference.
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