Dissertation: Plan:
Title: Ancient Stories Reborn: Recent Reception of Circe in Modern Literature
A focused analysis of Carol Ann Duffy’s “Circe” and Madeline Miller’s “Circe”.
Introduction:
Context:
· Set out the overall Dissertation, methodology and sources
· Clarify the main focus
· What has been researched? 
· Why is it relevant? 
· What will be used to make the argument? How?
· (Sources and what I plan to do with them)
· Situate the work
· Does it relate to any prior, current or ongoing scholarship?
· Is there any relevant discussions or debates to identify?
· What issues / problems have I faced when researching?
· How were they overcome or addressed?
· Outline
· Clarify the structure
· Main theme throughout as well as specifics within chapters
· Introduce chapters and give brief synopsis 
Chapter 1 – Analysis of Ancient Text
· Introduce main focus of Circe’s characterisation (explain and justify)
· Followed by a close reading of chosen ancient texts (justify)  
· Close reading = careful analysis of the ways they introduce, portray and develop Circe as a character / narrative tool
· Ancient Sources to be included:
· Homer – [Including other mentions of Circe and Od. found elsewhere]. Pointing out the intertwining of her character with his and how she is used in relation to his story. Ensure to identify direct speech of Circe (or lack thereof) and what she offers to the epic and its hero.
· Apollonius – considering Circe’s role in a larger story. Why is she included and what impact does she have? Does this Circe offer something different to Homer’s? 
· Other mentions (see Table 1) – These will not be analysed in detail but utilised to support and contrast various points. 
· Consider throughout:
· Context of the relevant texts individually and in relation to one another
· What is the relationship between these texts?
· What impacts our reading, interpretation, appreciation of said texts?
· Similarities and differences in how Circe is described throughout and utilised (in the overall plot or, when mentioned, to what effect?)
· All together what impression(s) can be formed of “Circe” in ancient texts selected for analysis?


Table 1: Ancient Works to Be Included in Chapter 1:
	Ancient Work
	Purpose of Inclusion

	Homer -> Odyssey -> Books 10 and 12

	Main Source Chapter 1
Circe’s Characterisation in regard to Odysseus 

	Apollonius Rhodius -> Argonautica -> Book 4

	Main Source Chapter 1
Comparison to Homer
Parallel to Circe (MM) meeting Medea + Jason
Source for MM?

	Ovid -> Metamorphoses -> Book 14

	Circe’s interaction with other lovers/rejection
Perspective difference (neither Od. or Circe but a crew member)

	Ovid -> Remedia Amoris -> Mention around line 260-265

	In comparison with Ovid’s own version in the Met. 
[Might not be used in chapter but potential footnote]

	Plutarch -> Moralia -> Beasts are Rational

	Example of personal chat that can be “sliced” into Homer?
Interesting example of one on one discussion 
Circe = Jealous? In control? Toying with Od.?
[Might not be used in chapter but potential footnote]

	Virgil -> Eclogues -> 70

	Use to accompany point about her character being tied to Od’s in an unavoidable tangling of stories 

	Dio Chrysostom -> Discourses 77-78. On Envy -> 34-36

	Circe’s transformations as a method of punishment for human corruption? 
Circe as a tool of moral reasoning? 
[Might not be used in chapter but potential footnote]



Chapter 2 – Analysis of Modern Textual Representations
· Introduce modern works to be included (justify)
· Analysis will take place of selected modern sources (as shown in Table 2)
· Carol Ann Duffy (CAD)– 
· Going line by line analyse the characterisation of Circe 
· What impression do we get?
· How is this achieved?
· Madeline Miller (MM) – 
· Example of ongoing / changing characterisation of Circe 
· How does she develop? 
· What is the end result? 
· Consider throughout:
· Contextual Influences on modern reception
· Various theories and social factors that might have influenced, inspired or allowed the development of these adaptions / interpretations
· Reception Theories[Not all of these will be relevant / need mentioning in detail but are worth keeping in mind when working throughout this chapter]

· Feminism
· Gender Theory, Gendered Readings
· Queer Theory
· Literary Theories 
· Movement towards individuals and their voices 
· This is not a new thingSmall paragraph to lead into following Chapter

· Shakespeare’s plays (based on Greek New Comedy / Tragedy) 
· Renaissance art and Attic stylisations 
· Architecture and ideologies
· Modern media loves to reimagine, recast, reintroduce aspects of the ancient world (games, TV shows, Movies, Books)
· The texts selected for analysis are some examples of modern literature aiming to offer a fresh perspective to ancient stories 
· Other modern sources:
· The Song of Achilles 
· The Silence of the Girls 
· The Penelopiad
· A Thousand Ship
· For The Winner / Most Beautiful
Table 2: Sources to be Included in Chapter 2 (both ancient and modern)
	Modern Work
	Purpose of Inclusion

	“Circe” by CAD
	Main Source Chapter 2
Secondary scholarship / reviews etc
Smaller text 

	“Circe” by MM
	Main Source Chapter 2
Feminist reworking? 
Scene by scene reading in relation to ancient texts
Consider the influences / sources for this interpretation

	Ancient Work
	Purpose of Inclusion

	Lucian -> A True Story -> 2.35-36 [Son reference]

	Possible source for MM?
(Child mention)

	Plutarch -> Lives. Romulus -> 2.5-8 [Son reference]

	Possible source for MM?
(Child mention)



Chapter 3 – Discussion
A - Comparison
· Comparison of chosen Ancient and Modern representations of Circe 
· Text to text comparison of “Circe” (MM) and the potential ancient sources that influenced specific scenes
· Considering how CAD portrayed her in the poem and what ancient influences can be identified
· Side by side reading? Noting similarities and differences
· Can key elements be identified?
· What link’s can be seen? How were they used?
B - Impact?
Consider the impact of modern receptions
· Do they bring anything new or useful?
· Is there a place for Classical Reception?
· What impact has it had previously? (considering some of the examples mentioned prior)
· What about now?
· What impact does a work such as “Circe” have on Classics as a discipline? 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]How does it affect the overall social consciousness in regard to the understanding, appreciation and intrigue of the ancient world?
Conclusion:
· Brief summary of the above to refocus on topic
· Key findings 
· What’s next? 
· So What?
· Other potential research questions / areas
· Limitations (time, word count, translation only etc.)




