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Introduction

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development was launched in 2015 in order to end poverty and set a living standard and a more sustainable future for all. The agenda has seventeen goals to improve in order to receive a more sustainable life for everyone. The SDG (Sustainable development goals) was reviewed after COVID-19 to see how the countries are improving and if the set target will be achievable by 2030. The goal report was reviewed in 2020, and according to that report, many areas will need improvement as by the achievements made by today, the target will not be met by 2030. Many countries fell behind the target because of Covid-19.

[bookmark: _Hlk144061771]The Sustainable Development Goals

Goal 1 – End poverty in all its forms everywhere.
The United Nations defy extreme poverty as someone who has an income of less than US $2 a day (United Nations, 2023). Unfortunately, as of today, almost half of the world's population is living in poverty, including 1 billion children. And of this, 800 million people live in extreme poverty, which the United Nations defines as a daily income of less than US $1.25. The poverty rate in 2019 was estimated to be 8.2 per cent, a sharp improvement from 2010. Still, even before COVID-19, it did not seem that the goal to end poverty would be successfully achieved by 2030 because of Covid 19; poverty grew steeply, pushing more than an extra 71 million people pushing back to be under the poverty line. 

Goal 2 – Zero Hunger 
End Hunger, achieve food security, improve nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture. Hunger is still a big challenge today as billions of people still go hungry daily. Even before the Covid-19 pandemic hit, food security worldwide was in decline. Since 2014, food insecurity has had stable growth; by 2019, it increased by an extra 60 million people compared to 2014. After Covid 19, which triggered an economic recession, those numbers will likely get higher.

Goal 3 – Good Health and well-being 
Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all ages. The United Kingdom is doing relatively well in this target. Progress has been made in many health areas, but needs acceleration. Maternal mortality significantly improved. Unfortunately, worldwide, essential health services coverage is so low that less of than half of the population has access to it. 

Goal 4 – Quality education
Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all. Even though the improvement was made since 2014, the world still needs to be on track to meet the education criteria by 2030. Reports show that even before the COVID-19 pandemic, over 200 million children would be out of education by 2030, and only 60% of young people will complete upper secondary education worldwide. 

Goal 5 - Gender equality
Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls. Gender equality significantly improved in the past years; female genetic mutation and child marriages sharply decreased. More than ever, women are in leading positions, including taking political careers. Abusive behaviour, physical and sexual, against women was all too common before the Coronavirus, but during the pandemic staying indoors with abusive partners, the violence increased.  

Goal 6 -  Clean Water and sanitation
Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all. Despite the progress made since 2014, billions of people need clean water and sanitation services worldwide. According to the Sustainable Development 2020 report, in 2017, 2.2 billion people did not have access to drinking water, and 4.2 billion people did not have sanitation. In 2016, two in five healthcare facilities were lucking soap, alcohol-based hand gel or water. Worldwide, three Billion people lack access to hand washing at home, which is the most effective for covid 19 and other communicable disease prevention.

Goal 7 – Affordable and clean energy
Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all. Millions of people worldwide still lack this essential service, which could also help obtain clean water. Even though the effort to achieve Goal 7 could not be achieved by 2030. After the covid 19 pandemic, the world went into economic recession, and many people who could pay for their electricity bills might be unable to keep that basic need. 

Goal 8 – Decent work and economic growth
Promote sustained inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and decent work. With the financial crisis, economic growth slows down. After the covid 19 pandemic, the fear of the most considerable unemployment since World War 2. Which can trigger economic problems like the Great Depression was. Poverty and unemployment can raise child labour again. Urgent help is needed to boost financial growth worldwide to help people keep their jobs and businesses. 

Goal 9 – Industry Innovation and Infrastructure.
Build resilient infrastructure and promote inclusive and sustainable industrialisation and forest innovation. Investing in physically sustainable infrastructure is key for developing countries. It increases the country's economy and creates jobs. Developing countries rely on manufacturing jobs, which are essential to provide employment to the people and are key to the decline of poverty. Unfortunately, there was a sharp decline during and after the Pandemic 19. People lost their jobs and saw a decline in their working hours, which led to increasing poverty again. 
Transport is the driver of economic development, and the air travel industry, which saw the steepest decline in history, suffered significantly from COVID-19 19, too.  
Manufacturing growth had already slowed down even before the pandemic due to tariff and trade disagreements between countries. This decline increased during the pandemic, costing many families their jobs and incomes and pushing many into poverty.

Goal 10 – Reduce inequalities.
Reduce inequality within and among countries. There is a massive inequality among the countries in the world. Despite some improvement efforts to make countries equal and higher, the lower-income countries incomes after the COVID-19 pandemic will particularly damage the lower-income countries and widen the gap between them and other countries worldwide.

Goal 11 – Sustainable Cities and Communities.
Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable. Crowded cities are unsafe. Most of the urban towns lack health care facilities and safe buildings, and many cities have overcrowded public transport; therefore, the transport issue also needs improvement. In that crowded environment, diseases spread more easily, and in the most recent pandemic, those already vulnerable people were at the highest risk for COVID-19.

Goal 12 – Responsible Consumption and Production.
Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns. The material footprint keeps increasing and harming the environment. More waste is produced during food, clothing, and housing production, and the material footprint keeps growing yearly. Between 2010 and 2017, the global material footprint increased by 17.4 per cent. Electric waste produced by 38 per cent, change needs to be done, and the pandemic offered an excellent opportunity to develop recovery plans.


Goal 13 – Climate action.
Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts. The Paris Agreement was signed by 196 Parties at the UN Climate Change Conference (COP21) in Paris, France, on 12 December 2015. It commences on 4 November 2016 (United Nations, 2023). Ever since the countries have tried to reduce emissions without much success, the greenhouse emissions must fall by 7.6 per cent starting from 2020 to achieve the target, which was set to the maximum 1.5 C to 2 C global temperature, even during Covid 19 emission fall only to 6 per cent.

Goal 14 – Life below water.
Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, sea and marine resources for sustainable development. Oceans are essential in regulating our climate systems. The Oceans are the largest ecosystem, home to nearly a million known creatures. Oceans and fisheries are support global population economics. Moreover, the oceans are the most significant carbon sink; they absorb about 23 per cent of the annual CO2 emissions generated by human activities and help to regulate the global climate. For this reason, it is essential to keep on track with the sustainability development plan, which unfortunately does not seem we can keep up with and achieve the set goal by 2030.

Goal 15 – Life and land
Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and health and reverse land degradation and health biodiversity loss. Forests are in decline at an alarming rate; Forests help to regulate global emissions and create CO2, which is a vital part of our lives. Every year, 10 million hectares of forest are destroyed. 

Goal 16 – Peace, Justice and strong institutions. Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels. Despite international law protection, over 100 civilians are killed daily by armed forces. The global homicide rate slightly dropped and affected 440,000 victims worldwide. 

Goal 17 -Partnerships for the goals
Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalise the global partnerships for global development. Working together to achieve the set goals by 2030 is critical for success, but during and after COVID-19, there are significant challenges. Financial resources remain unsecured, and Tension around trade increased. The positive is that people used more technology and interned, decreasing air pollution during the COVID-19. The countries will need to work together harder than ever to achieve the sustainable development goals by 20230.
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Detailed discussion of Goals 3,4 and 17

   All those goals intention is to make the world a better place and more sustainable for all, and, out of those goals, England is doing well in three of them, Goal number 3, 4 and 17. 

   Goal 3 main point is to achieve the target of improving every individual life by improving reproductive, maternal and child health, ending epidemics of major contagious diseases, reducing non-contagious diseases, promoting mental health and well-being, and reducing behavioural and environmental health-risk factors. (Maternal and baby health, reducing birth mortality). According to WHO, worldwide maternal mortality is 223 per 100,000 live births (Who, 2023). This number dropped to 1 in 10,000 pregnancies in the United Kingdom (Gov, 2020).  Infectious diseases are diseases people can get infected with from the outside and can infect others with viruses, bacteria, fungi, parasites and, rarely, prions (Cleveland Clinic, 2022). In the United Kingdom, in the year 2019, 30.97 deaths happened for every 100,000 people. While it is higher than most developed countries and more elevated than Eastern Europe, it is an improvement for the United Kingdom from 1990 (our world date, 2019). Non-communicable diseases are the reason for 68% of the deaths on the earth. 1.5 million people have diabetes worldwide, and an estimated 80% of them who die are in low and middle-income countries (Fenton, 2016). The United Kingdom is classified as a high-income country, and thankfully, with the free NHS services, people can get professional help earlier, no matter their background, which is crucial to fighting non-communicative and communicable diseases. According to WHO, 1 in 8 people have mental disorders worldwide (WHO, 2022). Approximately 1 in 6 adults aged 16 and over suffer from a mental illness in England. There are many types of mental disorders, but depression and anxiety are the most common types adults have been diagnosed with. Women are more likely to suffer from mental illnesses, but men's and women's numbers have risen since the 90s (Priory, 2023). Behaviour and environmental factors are all the factors that need to be changed or monitored to maintain a healthy lifestyle for the population. Behaviour factors include personality traits and lifestyle factors such as dietary habits, physical activity, sleep, hygiene, sensation-seeking, alcohol consumption, substance use and more. Environment factors are a broad range of factors, including social, political, policies, and the environment, including access to parks, nature or the neighbourhood (Schulich, 2023).  Supporting schools in developing Well-being in young people, connecting people with nature from a young age like bevers camps where children can learn about nature, can help to build more stable mental health from a young age to spend time in the forests and parks. Help people stay healthy and remain as independent as possible in their environments and homes. Support the NHS to deliver the proper care and run sustainable hospitals.

   Goal 4: Quality education means the focus on the whole child. The child should have help to grow in each student's social, emotional, mental, physical, and cognitive development regardless of gender, race, ethnicity, socioeconomic status, or geographic location. Education is the most powerful weapon and is needed to make sustainability changes. Sub-Saharan Africa made significant progress with primary school education, with a 26% improvement between the years 1990 to 2012. Children from poorer families are four times more likely to be out of education than their richer piers (United Nations, 2022, p. 34). 
Remote learning remains out of reach for millions of children, pushing them behind during the COVID-19 pandemic. Lack of hand washing and primary hygiene care means many schools and millions of children can not enjoy safe and healthy learning environments. Many schools in Africa need electricity or clean drinking water. The sustainable development goal wants children by 2030 to be able to enjoy the same opportunities to study as any child.
   Goal 17: Every goal can be achieved better and quicker in a partnership. Sharing information and knowledge is crucial for development. To achieve the targets, everyone needs to come together and work towards the same goal. Some countries will be more behind than others as some might need more financial support. In goal 17, it states that countries can help others who are in less advantaged places. “Leaving no one behind”. 
Global trade is critical to success, and after and even COVID, the work fell behind because of trading tensions. During covid and even ever since, the use of the internet become essential for everyday life, and yet still half of the world's population still needs to be connected to the internet. 

[bookmark: _Hlk144063262]Government policies 

To improve those 3 SDG goals, the United Kingdom adopted several policies.
   Goal 3 is about promoting healthy life by reducing environmental health factors, such as air pollution, chemical pollution, climate change, etc. The UK government takes climate change and air pollution very seriously. High air pollution can be linked to life-changing diseases that can lead even to mortality, for example, cancer, lung diseases, Asthma and so on. London's inner city especially has high air pollution and is around the highest in the UK. For this reason, London introduced the ULEZ ultra-low emission zones, where cars that highly pollute the air are banned or will have to pay a daily charge. The government expects over one million fewer hospital administrations by 2050 (London Authority, 2023).
   Plastic pollution is one of the biggest environmental challenges worldwide. The UK is the founding member of the “High Ambition Coalition to End Plastic Pollution” with 30 members. The group of 30 countries is calling for a target under the treaty to stop plastic from flowing into our lands and oceans by 2040. The UK already has set up a plastic packaging tax for items that contain less than 30% recycling plastic, a ban on microbeads in rinse-off personal care products, and measures to restrict the usage of plastic straws, plastic drink stirrers and plastic-stemmed cotton buds (Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs, 2022)
One of the most significant plastic waste in the UK is single-use plastic bags; the government introduced the plastic bag charge to cut the use and wastage of plastic bags. From the 21st of May 2021, every retailer, regardless of size, will charge for plastic bags (Gov, 2023). This reduced plastic bag usage by 95 per cent.
   Lifelong learning is a scheme that will be adopted by the government that helps to ensure steps toward goal 4, inclusive and equal opportunities for anyone who wishes to study. This scheme will be introduced in 2025, providing fair university prices, and education providers will limit how much they can charge per course. The government ensures a new student loan scheme that makes it easier and more accessible for new students, so if someone can not afford higher education, they will still have the opportunity to study and earn higher degrees (Chowen, 2023)
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   I identified a Local council, which is Redbridge Council. Redbridge is located outside of the inner city of London. The borough is located in North East London and extends to approximately 22 square miles (Appendix 1). It has a population of more than 279,000 people. By 2030, Redbridge will have roughly a population of 320,000. It is a diverse and fast-changing borough. Redbridge has the third highest percentage of children within London boroughs with 67,546 people under sixteen; this is equal to twenty-three per cent of the overall population, higher than the London average of twenty per cent. The number of people aged 65 years and over is 36,218, equating to twelve per cent of the overall population in the borough, and it is equal to London's other boroughs average. This means there are more vulnerable people than in another average London Borough.
    With the fast-growing population, housing and pollution issues are high. Therefore, the council created a plan to support the residents and achieve targets by 2030. The commission is constantly building new sustainable homes for the increased housing demand.  There are over 100,000 homes in the borrow, most occupied by the owner, 23 per cent are privately rented, and 11 per cent are social housing. Redbridge has higher than London average borough households that own their house. However, in the past years, the tenant sectors grew primarily because of the increased property prices, and it is harder to get a mortgage, and those factors are pushing out first-time buyers. The council is trying to build more sustainable houses to reduce the private rent overcrowding issues; also, building sustainable homes means local jobs for people, and sustainable homes are more energy efficient; therefore, it helps tackle greenhouse gases (Redbridge, 2016, p 11) by having as an example better insulation for the house means less heating needed in the colder months which helps reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
   However, the growth of the borough and additional homes cause climate change challenges. Even the most sustainable homes are adding to the greenhouse gases, and with additional homes and people, transport use is growing, too. 
   One of the main strengths of the borough is the many parks, open spaces and the green belt.  Around one-third of the borough is allocated to Green Belt, and around 48 per cent of the borough is green space, which is crucial to have for the resident's mental and physical well-being, which helps to achieve Goal number 3 in the SDG report (Redbridge, 2016, p14).
   People need jobs to have good mental well-being; Redbridge recognises the importance of employment and is committed to ensuring that residents who wish to gain knowledge at any age can do so. Therefore, Redbridge addressed the issue in many different ways. Redbridge has an adult college, “The Redbridge Institute of Adult Education,” ensuring quality education regardless of the age or race of the person (RIAE, 2023). Also, Redbridge creates many apprentice job opportunities and training programs to reduce unemployment in the borough and provide the opportunity to learn and gain new skills for life who are interested in them—supporting the higher and further education establishments within the borough to provide unique training opportunities for local residents (Redbridge, 2016, p 67).

   Tower Hamlets is another borrow with a big culturally diverse area. It is home to about 200,000 people. It has a bit smaller population than Redbridge, about 80,00 people less. The council is located in London East End, home to many famous attractions, including the Tower of London, Tower Bridge, Columbia Road Flower Market and Billingsgate Fish Market. Therefore, the borough is crowded with tourists visiting those popular attractions as Redbridge Council Tower Hamlets is addressing challenges to achieve sustainable development goals. London borough of Tower Hamlets was one of the first councils to recognise the climate emergency in the UK, and the mayor declared a climate crisis in March 2019 and declared the council will become a zero-carbon council by 2025 (Tower Hamlets Council, 2023). 
The council will target the council vehicles. Tower Hamlets wants to change the cars the commission uses to fully electric vehicles, and where it is not possible yet, they will wait rather than buy hybrid cars. The council stopped buying petrol or Diesel vehicles (net zero carbon, 2020, p-18). The council is developing a strategy to install chargers for the vehicles. 
Both councils address the issue of climate change. Tower of Hamlets has a clearer view of their way of changing things.  
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Recommendation

   As mentioned in their report, the Redbridge council has lots of parks and green spaces. However, improvements could be made to the parks to attract more families to the local parks rather than travelling elsewhere for outdoor activities. Activities in local parks and walking trails in local forests and green places will keep children engaged while being outside in the natural environment, which helps with mental and physical health. Being active can reduce many diseases.
   Better cycling network: Cycling on the roads can be very dangerous it puts off many to use it on the road. Making it safer with separate cycling lines can encourage people to use bicycles as a means of transport rather than buses or cars. Reducing the price of bicycles will make it more accessible for people with low incomes. Better bicycle storing or securing places in front of shops for people to lock their bikes while they do shopping or other businesses. 
  Better transport network, if there is no option to walk or cycle than having a good transport network which is reliable with no strikes every other week, most of the time people opt to use their own car because they do not want to travel for hours or having issues because of strike action or late, cancelled buses or trains. 
   Small independent shops where you can buy ingredients by weight with your own containers or bags rather than buying large bags of something that people are not going to use and put in the bin will save lots of plastic packaging as well. There is no need for a high street to have ten barber shops and another seven nails. Make the high street with a variety of shops so people can buy shoes, clothes, and books in their own local area rather than having to travel for those. 





Conclusion

In 2015, the world came together to develop Sustainable Development plans because it was recognised that there is a negative impact of Poverty, Hunger, bad health, lack of quality education and so on, on the world. In the plan, 17 goals should be achieved by 2030. The points have their challenges, but since COVID-19, the plan does not seem to be able to be completed in most of the countries. COVID-19 has had a lot of negative impact on many areas that already saw improvement. The progress summary of 2020 shows the result of COVID-19 on those goals. The UK is doing well on the three goals, but even on those, there is a lot of improvement that needs to be done.  The government has developed many policies, including one-time use plastic charges for bags or other packaging, but progress still needs to be made as supermarkets and stores still use lots of plastics. The councils and boroughs are doing a lot to achieve targets, but lack of financial support and Covid-19 made things more challenging. There are still many things that could be done to achieve targets.
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