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Demographics
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http://www.pewforum.org/2012/12/18/global-religious-landscape-muslim/
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World Muslim population by percentage (Pew Research Center, 2014).
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Key Islamic religious movements in South Asia 
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• Christians - the largest religious minority in Pakistan. 

• 2005: 2.5 million (estimate) (1.6% of the population). 

• Approximately half are Roman Catholic and half Protestant.

Source: Library of Congress Country Studies on Pakistan. 
Library of Congress. February 2005

Christianity in Pakistan
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“The Ahmadiyya Muslim Community was founded in 1889 by 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, who claimed to be the promised 
mahdi or messiah who would come in the end times to guide 
Islam back to its true path. This is highly offensive to 
traditional Muslims who believe that Muhammad was the final 
prophet of Islam—so offensive, in fact, that most traditional 
Muslims believe it disqualifies Ahmadis from being considered 
true Muslims.

“Pakistan is home to the largest population of Ahmadis in the 
world, between two and four million. Beginning in 1974, 
Pakistan adopted a series of laws declaring Ahmadis to be 
non-Muslims and forbidding them to ‘pose as Muslims.’ 
Ahmadis are not allowed to call their houses of worship 
mosques, and they may not attend the annual pilgrimage to 
Mecca, the hajj.”

Estimated: 2-5 million (dependent on sources)

Source: http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/blog/can-pakistan-
declare-ahmadis-non-muslim/

Qadyanis/Ahmadiyya
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Historical Development
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abc
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Library_of_Congress_Country_Studies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Library_of_Congress
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/blog/can-pakistan-declare-ahmadis-non-muslim/
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Contemporary Muslim expression in Pakistan can be traced 
to diverse cultural, political, social and religious influences, 
both from within the Indian subcontinent, and from the 
wider Islamic world. 

These include approaches towards so-called Muslim 'reform' 
and 'revivalism', and reactions to interpretative approaches 
towards Islam, such as the development of religious 
movements and expansion of Sufi orders. 

The synthesis of forms of Islam with Indian religious and 
cultural practices has led to the creation of unique forms of 
Muslim religious thought, conceptual frameworks and 
scholarship in the Indian subcontinent. 

21

In conjunction with these came the assertion (in some 
quarters) of Muslim political identity and self-awareness, 
particularly in the nineteenth century. In 1885, the Indian 
National Congress was formed, seeking constitutional power in 
India, and the removal of the British administration. 

22

In 1906, the emergence of the All-India Muslim League sought 
to correct what it saw as a pro-Hindu imbalance in the National 
Congress. 

Anti-British feeling during World War One led to more Muslims 
joining the Congress, including Muhammad Ali Jinnah (1876-
1948).

Jinnah was a Khoja Shia from a wealthy Karachi family, who 
qualified for the bar in 1896.  

23

In 1916, the League and the Congress negotiated an 
agreement, exchanging support for tacit agreement for a 
separate Muslim territorial administration, although in 1920 
Jinnah - perceiving a lack of Congress sympathy for Muslim 
aspirations - resigned the focus on his presidency of the 
Muslim League. 

The League's role was itself declining, in the face of opposition 
from advocates of a return to the historical ideals of the 
Caliphate. 

24
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There was a deepening Muslim awareness in religious, cultural, 
and linguistic issues during the 1930s, and proposals evolved 
under the influence of the poet and philosopher Muhammad 
Iqbal (1873-1938), and his assertions for a separate Muslim 
homeland. 

Iqbal suggested that there were four main factors influencing 
problems associated with Islam. 

Iqbal believed that there had been a 'decline' in Islam, linked 
to Baghdad's destruction in 1258 and the abandonment of 
'Islamic law' for a monarchical system. 

25

Iqbal was concerned that:

• Muslims were servile to Europe, and that Muslim thought 
had been permeated with concepts that he felt had no basis 
in the Qur'an, including aspects of Sufism. 

• He also felt that Islam had 'stagnated', through a paralysis 
in decision-making and lack of ijtihad. 

26

Iqbal was keen to restore ijtihad to a place of importance in 
Islam, where it might perform a ‘renovating' function. He 
underlined three degrees of ijtihad:

"(1) complete authority in legislation which is practically 
confined to the founders of the schools.

"(2) relative authority which is to be exercised within the 
limits of a particular school, and

"(3) special authority which relates to the determining of 
the law applicable to a particular case left undetermined by the 
founders." .

Source: Muhammad Iqbal, The Principle of Movement in the Structure of Islam in: Six 
Lectures on the Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam (Lahore, 1930), 208 

27

Influences on Iqbal

• Ibn Taymiyyah

• Shah Wali Allah

Iqbal applauded the combination of philosophical ideas and 
ijtihad, although he was primarily influenced by the Qur'an 

28
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In his own context, Iqbal saw interpretation of Islam as 
successful within (post-Ottoman) Turkey, and noted the use in 
Turkey of ijtihad as a decision-making mechanism, influencing 
the introduction of the Turkish language in prayer, and the 
changing role of women:

"Turkey's ijtihad is that according to the spirit of Islam the 
Caliphate or Imamate can be vested in a body of persons, or 
an elected assembly.”

Source: Muhammad Iqbal, 220-4

29

Iqbal's analysis can be seen in the light of developments in 
early twentieth century India. 

He provides an edge of realism in analysing the situation of 
the global Muslim community (ummah), suggesting that the 
diversity within Islam is part of its character, and implying that 
the definition of unity in the ummah requires re-evaluation:

"It seems to me that God is slowly bringing home to us the 
truth that Islam is neither Nationalism nor Imperialism but a 
League of Nations which recognizes artificial boundaries and 
racial distinctions for facility of reference only, and not for 
restricting the social horizon of its members." 

Source: Muhammad Iqbal, 223

30

In contrast to such religious speculation, Jinnah initially 
sought an independent India, which he conceived as a single 
administrative entity with separate but parallel Muslim and 
Hindu political systems and autonomous regions. Jinnah 
applied Islamic rhetoric, influenced by aspects of Indian reform 
movements, during his campaign for a Muslim homeland. 
However, he was not seen as a deeply religious man:

"He was a nationalist who seemed at times to be more English 
than Indian; he was a Muslim who made few references to God 
or the Prophet or the Qur'an. He was not a deeply religious 
man. To him the Muslim heritage was a civilization, a culture 
and a national identity.”

Source: Encyclopedia of Islam, K. Callard, 'Djinaa' 

31

In 1935, provincial governments were elected, and in 1940 the 
League demanded a separate Muslim state. 

This demand intensified after World War Two, with Britain in 
financial debt to India, and conflicts between representational 
bodies and regional identities emerging 

32
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Jinnah believed that federal union of India could only be based 
on equal partnership between 'Hindustan' and 'Pakistan' - a 
word coined from an achronym of Punjab, Afghan, Kashmir, 
and Sindh, together with -stan or land (Pakistan also means 
'Land of the Pure'). 

33

Muslims in India did not interpret the concept of Pakistan as 
being necessarily advantageous for Islam or Muslims, 
especially given the potential arguments regarding borders 
and territory. 

Some sought a Muslim Pakistan as part of a Federal India, 
especially when the Muslim League won seats in the Congress 
of India in 1946. 

However, rioting in 1946 - particularly in Calcutta - and the 
potential for civil war, led to the British viceroy Lord 
Mountbatten declaring Indian independence. 

This was initially for June 1948, but the date was subsequently 
shifted to August 14 1947. 

34

abc

Jawaharlal Nehru, Mountbatten and Jinnah
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The boundary commission prior to independence created a Hindu core 
state of India, and East and West Pakistan. 

There was a mass migration and disruption of peoples from either side 
of the proposed borders, with perhaps one million dying in migration 
and attendance rioting and disruption. 

Over five and a half million people moved in either direction across the 
western Pakistan and Indian border, with one and a quarter million 
moving from East Pakistan to Bengal. 

At least sixty million Muslims stayed in the 'new' India, rather than 
move to Pakistan. 

Source: Judith M. Brown, Modern India : the origins of Asian 
democracy, Oxford, England ; New York : Oxford University Press, 
1994,  293-337.

Partition
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Jinnah became Pakistan's first governor, but died in 
September 1948 after just one year in office. 

Quad-e-Azam = “great leader”
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