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Creating a Database Connection
We’ve created our first ASP document, and we now need to establish a database connection. Once we create a connection, Dreamweaver will include it in all the ASP documents we add to the site, so we haven’t to repeat these steps.
For an ASP site, Dreamweaver offers two methods of creating a connection: you can enter a custom connection string, or you can use a Data Source Name (DSN) connection.
A DSN uses an Open Database Connectivity (ODBC) connection, which is actually a connection to a driver specific to the type of database you’re using. An ODBC connection is portable and secure, since the web application doesn’t need to know the name or location of the database.
While a custom connection string can seem more difficult to set up, it’s the preferred method among developers for creating a database connection. Once you understand how to write the connection string, it’s actually simpler than creating an ODBC connection. The connection uses an OLE DB (Object Linking and Embedding Database) connection, which is also faster, so generally performs better, than ODBC.
We’ll cover both methods here, though we’ll ultimately use a custom connection string for the connection we use for our web site.
You use the Databases tab of the Dreamweaver Application panel to create your connection. Note that in the panel, Dreamweaver displays the list of steps you need to take in order to use dynamic data on your page:
[image: http://www.learnthat.com/computers/files/1715/Dreamweaver2_files/image028.jpg]
To create an ODBC connection:
1. On the Databases tab of the Application panel, click the plus [image: http://www.learnthat.com/computers/files/1715/Dreamweaver2_files/image029.jpg] button. 
2. Select Data Source Name (DSN) from the menu. 
[image: http://www.learnthat.com/computers/files/1715/Dreamweaver2_files/image030.jpg]
The Data Source Name (DSN) dialog opens.
[image: http://www.learnthat.com/computers/files/1715/Dreamweaver2_files/image031.jpg]
3. If you haven’t already created a DSN through Windows, click the Define button. 
[image: http://www.learnthat.com/computers/files/1715/Dreamweaver2_files/image032.jpg]
This opens the ODBC Data Source Administrator dialog:
[image: http://www.learnthat.com/computers/files/1715/Dreamweaver2_files/image033.jpg]
There are three basic ODBC connection types: File, Local, and System. A File DSN is a file containing the connection information. As a file, this DSN offers portability, since it can be moved and any application with permission can use it. A Local DSN is stored in the Windows Registry of the local machine and can only be accessed by its creator. A System DSN is also stored in the Windows Registry, but it can be accessed by any application on the server that has permission. The System DSN is the best to use for web applications.
4. Click on the System DSN tab. 
5. Click the Add button. 
[image: http://www.learnthat.com/computers/files/1715/Dreamweaver2_files/image034.jpg]
6. In the Create New Data Source dialog, locate the driver for the type of database you’ll be using in your site. Since we’ll be using a Microsoft Access database, we’ll select the Microsoft Access Driver. 
[image: http://www.learnthat.com/computers/files/1715/Dreamweaver2_files/image035.jpg]
7. Click Finish. 
The ODBC Microsoft Access Setup dialog opens.
[image: http://www.learnthat.com/computers/files/1715/Dreamweaver2_files/image036.jpg]
8. Enter a name for your connection—something that identifies it as the connection used for your database. 
9. Enter a description of the connection, again, something that will help you identify it later. 
[image: http://www.learnthat.com/computers/files/1715/Dreamweaver2_files/image037.jpg]
10. To locate the database you’re connecting to, click the Select button. 
11. In the Select Database dialog, navigate to the location of your database and select it. Then click OK. 
[image: http://www.learnthat.com/computers/files/1715/Dreamweaver2_files/image038.jpg]
12. In the ODBC Microsoft Access Setup dialog, click OK. 
[image: http://www.learnthat.com/computers/files/1715/Dreamweaver2_files/image039.jpg]
The new connection now appears in the ODBC Data Source Administrator dialog:
[image: http://www.learnthat.com/computers/files/1715/Dreamweaver2_files/image040.jpg]
13. With the new connection selected, click OK. 
The ODBC Data Source Administrator dialog closes, returning you to the Data Source Name (DSN) dialog in Dreamweaver.
14. The connection should now be available in the Data source name (DSN) drop-down menu: 
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15. You’ll want Dreamweaver to connect using the DSN on the testing server, so select the first option at the bottom of the dialog: Using DSN on testing server. 
The dialog now displays a few different fields, including a DSN button in place of the Define button:
[image: http://www.learnthat.com/computers/files/1715/Dreamweaver2_files/image042.jpg]
16. Click the DSN button. 
17. In the Select ODBC DSN dialog, select the DSN you just created and click OK. 
[image: http://www.learnthat.com/computers/files/1715/Dreamweaver2_files/image043.jpg]
18. In the Data Source Name (DSN) dialog, enter a connection name for Dreamweaver to use in your documents. This name will appear in the Databases tab of the Application panel. 
[image: http://www.learnthat.com/computers/files/1715/Dreamweaver2_files/image044.jpg]
19. If your database requires a user name and password to view and update records, enter these now. If you’re using an Access database and haven’t defined a password for it, you should enter the default user name Admin. 
20. Click the Test button to test the connection. You should see the following message: 
[image: http://www.learnthat.com/computers/files/1715/Dreamweaver2_files/image045.jpg]
21. Click OK to create the connection. 
If the connection doesn’t succeed, it’s generally easier to simply attempt a custom connection string than it is to ferret out the problem with the ODBC connection, which is sometimes the result of a missing or incorrect driver.
To create a custom connection string:
1. On the Databases tab of the Application panel, click the plus [image: http://www.learnthat.com/computers/files/1715/Dreamweaver2_files/image029.jpg] button and select Custom Connection String. 
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The Custom Connection String dialog opens:
[image: http://www.learnthat.com/computers/files/1715/Dreamweaver2_files/image047.jpg]
2. Enter a name for the connection. 
3. Select Using driver on testing server. 
4. Enter the connection string. The structure of the connection string, like the dialog for the ODBC connection, specifies the type and location of the data source, as well as the user name and password: 
Provider=[]; Data Source=[]; User ID=[]; Password=[].
For a Microsoft Access database located on F, a network drive, you’d enter the following:
Provider=Microsoft.Jet.OLEDB.4.0; Data Source=F:\Projects\Database\projects.mdb; User ID=Admin;Password=;
Dreamweaver will automatically include quotation marks around the connection string.
Tip:
Professional developers actually create a custom ODBC connection string that tells the application to use whatever appropriate driver is available. This is the most sure-fire method of establishing a reliable connection. To create a custom ODBC connection for an Access database, enter:
Driver={Microsoft Access Driver (*.mdb)}; DBQ= F:\Projects\Database\projects.mdb
If your Access database doesn’t have a password, this is all you have to enter.
[image: http://www.learnthat.com/computers/files/1715/Dreamweaver2_files/image048.jpg]
5. Test the connection by clicking the Test button. 
6. Click OK. 
Note:
If you’re using Microsoft Windows XP Professional (SP2), you may encounter a problem with the connection. Specifically, either the connection fails, or it appears to succeed, but no tables are available on the Databases panel, and Dreamweaver produces an error when you try to create a recordset. To fix this problem, you need to download and install the Dreamweaver extension fix, which is available from the Macromedia web site. You can find a direct link from their tech note on this issue at: http://www.macromedia.com/cfusion/knowledgebase/index.cfm?id=tn_19515.
Your connection should now appear on the Databases tab of the Application panel:
[image: http://www.learnthat.com/computers/files/1715/Dreamweaver2_files/image049.jpg]
Expand the connection, and then expand the Tables entry to view the tables in your database:
[image: http://www.learnthat.com/computers/files/1715/Dreamweaver2_files/image050.jpg]
If you later add tables to your database, Dreamweaver automatically updates those available in the Application panel.
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