Should all South Wales Police officers carry Taser as standard Personal Protection Equipment (PPE) from the start of the careers?
Tasers at the time of writing this essay are used by many officers within South Wales Police, but they are not a universal piece of equipment carried by every officer. Should this be the case when in modern times policing is more dangerous than ever with frequent disorder, organised crime groups (OCG’s) carrying weapons, and the ongoing risk of potential a Marauding terror attacks that officers may respond to with less people to go? 
Taser, also known as ‘conducted energy devices (CEDS)’ are hand held electronic weapons that are widely used by police forces and agencies across the world such as the USA,Canada, Europe and Australia (Bleetman et al., 2022) Taser’s according to Bleetman et al. (2022:147) were first introduced into UK policing in 2003 in order to
 ‘…bridge the operational gap between use of incapacitant sprays and firearms. Use of force reporting in the UK indicates that Taser is relatively safe provided that it is used lawfully. Taser use can result in injuries and has been implicated in a small number of deaths’. 
When they were introduced in 2003 they were only used by Authorised Firearms Officers (AFO’s) working in firearm carrying roles, leaving regular response officers to continue carrying only batons and incapacitant spray. Over time this would change however so that officers working in specialist units such as dogs, PSU and traffic could carry the device, and then in more recent years it has been issued to response officers with the right experiences and skills (National Police Chiefs Council NPCC,2021). 
DAC in Specialist Operations Lucy D’orsi (cited by National Police Chiefs Council NPCC,2021) has said about how taser has gone on a long journey in UK policing, but with time, experiences and new introductions of equipment like Body Worn Cameras officers can now be ‘really confident’ in being able to use it during dangerous situations. It is probably because of this confidence and gained experience that Taser, even though its still controversial and appears frequently in the headlines when things go wrong (Bleetman et al.2022), Taser has become more acceptable than ever, to the point that its clearance to be used has extended to volunteers like Special Constables, including in South Wales Police (South Wales Police, 2023).  
This is a good situation given the threats to officers across the UK and in South Wales who are at risk of being assaulted, and who need to use force to protect themselves. For example in South Wales Police (2024) alone between April and June 2023 officers used force 2,420 times, and at least 68 officer assaults and 73 injuries were reported.
As already stated, South Wales Police is a force that only allows certain officers to carry Taser, and it is not a standard piece of PPE. At present, the way in which Tasers are managed in the UK is managed by the individual Force:
‘Every chief constable makes a decision, based on an assessment of the risks in their own area, to train and deploy a proportionate number of officers to use CEDs so that the public are kept safe and police officers are protected as far as possible’ (British Transport Police,2024).
Therefore, the South Wales Police Chief Constable has not made the decision to allow all officers to carry Taser. 
Given this then, the question should be asked if the time is now right to make Taser a normal piece of standard PPE, carried by every frontline officer in South Wales Police, which can be introduced to the original Personal Safety Training (PST) course for new recruits, and as extra training for officers already on the frontline? 
As my paper will show, there are many cases for and against making Taser a standard piece of officer PPE.
There are many who are in favour of allowing universal Taser carrying in forces like SWP including the Police Federation (2023), and advocates on the ground like Superintendent Ian Drummond-Smith as cited by the National Police Chiefs Council (2019) who talks about a policing incident as an example where an incident of a subject with a knife went from officers sending a distress call to being secured in 30 seconds thanks to a Taser. 
Along with this are however are arguments against as ‘…Not everyone will be accepted for training in the use of CEDs and not every officer will pass the course….The carriage of Taser is a voluntary role and there is great responsibility placed on those who do’ (British Transport Police,2024). This is in addition to the fact that controversial cases, as I will show in this paper, continue to happen and have an impact on this question, including controversial cases that happen in South Wales Police (Guardian News,2023). 
As my paper will also show, making Taser a standard piece of PPE is not just a table top exercise, but has already been implemented in certain police forces in the UK like Northamptonshire Police, who’s  Chief Constable Nick Adderley  promised in 2019 to arm all frontline officers with a Taser (Northants Police,2024). Can a force like Northamptonshire Police help serve as a good case study to see how Taser has been implemented and have they achieved their goals to make Taser standard kit, what have been their obstacles (if any) and how has it impacted day to day policing (if any); and then finally, can this help to show whether or not universally arming all officers in South Wales Police is a good or bad idea?  
From completing a review of this question in this essay, I hope to find out the answer.
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Is the time now right to take the step and  authorise universal carry
