What is the Role and Importance of Witness Testimony in Trial in Classical Athens?
This essay will discuss the role of a witness in a Classical Athenian trial as well as the importance of a witness testimony in collecting evidence on a case.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The role of a witness in a trial was to give evidence on a case. The testimony of a witness would be used as the main evidence provided by the litigant. To appear as a witness was voluntary, meaning that if a man didn’t want to stand as a witness then he didn’t have to (1). This would, however, cause issue with the litigant as they were dependent on their witnesses to support them when in trial. If a witness was summoned by the litigant, they were required to either attend the trial or to take an oath of disclaimer against the litigant (2). A failure to do either of these would result in a one thousand drachmai fine when the litigant made their “formal summons” (2). It was possible for the litigant to force a witness who had done neither of these options to speak by issuing a δίκη βλάβης (3). The only circumstance where the testimony of a male witness could be spoken by someone else was if the witness had died (4). In this circumstance, the dead witness’ testimony is given by a living witness that he has given his testimony to.
To be a witness in a case was seen as a privilege in Classical Athens that only free men of age were allowed (5). This was due to the view that any person who wasn’t a free man of age was unable to tell the truth (6). A woman was allowed to give evidence in a homicide case, but this was only if she had permission from the κύριος (6). This is seen in Dem. 57. 67-68 when the speaker lists the relative who can speak for their father and mother. All relatives listed are male even when there are closer female relations to the people involved. This source is useful as it informs the reader to the situation of trials in Classical Athens. The reader is shown that the witnesses in courts were only ever male. As well as this it shows that all women are spoken for by men, most likely husbands or fathers.
In a Classical Athenian trial, witnesses were very as a more reliable source of information than document (7). This made witnesses important as the evidence they gave was taken as the truth by the jury. One aspect of the witness testimony is to say whether the accused did or didn’t commit the crime. If the witness claims that the accused didn’t commit the crime, then they must say who they believe to be the perpetrator (8).  In the circumstance that the witness doesn’t speak on behalf of the litigant, the jury is less likely to believe that what the litigant is saying is the truth (9). This is due to the fact that the witness had been summoned by the litigant for support. Therefore, if the witness spoke against the litigant then the jury was more likely to see the litigant as guilty of the crime.
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