‘Choose either ‘the beach’ or ‘the woods’ to plan a visit for a group of children. Describe how visiting this location can support learning.’  
Introduction
For this assignment, I have chosen to plan a visit to a forest. According to the Early Years Foundation Stage document ‘Effective practice: Outdoor Learning,’ outdoor play and learning is “essential to children’s health, development and well-being” (2007, p.1.) After considering this, I thought a visit to the forest would be best suited for each individual learner within the class. The opportunities for outdoor learning are endless. Forest and woodland learning environments are said to provide an education ‘that inspires appreciation of the natural world, and, in doing so, encourage a responsible attitude to the natural world in later life’ (Joyce, 2012). A trip to the outdoors will provide my class with many opportunities to appreciate the natural world, learn lifelong skills and become independent learners. Educational visits to different locations will be able to further the children’s knowledge and understanding of a topic in which they are learning within the classroom. 
What do we mean by ‘Learning Environments’?
The term ‘learning environment’ refers to the ‘diverse physical locations, contexts, and cultures in which students learn’ (The Glossary of Education Reform). Children can learn in a variety of environments, for example, outdoor environments like the forest, or indoor environments like the classroom. The learning environment is different in both the Foundation Phase and Key Stage 2. The focus in Foundation Phase is learning through play. It is said that ‘in play, children draw on and develop their past experiences and are prompted by their interaction with materials and other people to explore new knowledge, language and skills’ (Pound, 2014, p.101). Play is seen as a key element to learning within the early years and as teachers, we should ensure that we create positive learning environments for our children. An outdoor learning environment must suit the needs of each child within the class. By ensuring this, it will allow for each child to get the most out of their educational visit. Throughout the Foundation Phase Framework, it states that children should be given opportunities to ‘explore, investigate and use the indoor and outdoor learning environments’ (2015, p.47). The emphasis on this opportunity for children is important as it clearly indicates that children should be able to have control over their learning within the classroom and outside of the classroom. 
Aims of Educational visits and documents/policies
The aims of educational visits are to take children out of the classroom to broaden their experiences of their learning. There are several aims of educational visits which can be met through outdoor learning. Donaldson’s Successful Futures 2015 states that there are four purposes of the curriculum which teachers must strive to get their students to meet. These include; 
1. Ambitious, capable learners
2. Enterprising, creative contributors 
3. Ethical, informed citizens 
4. Healthy, confident individuals
(2015, p.29-p.30)
Educational visits help promote Donaldson’s four purposes, especially ‘ambitious, capable learners.’ The children should be able to set themselves high standards and build on their prior knowledge which the children will be able to achieve through the educational visit I am planning. The purposes must be developed throughout the curriculum and should be considered when planning. I considered the purpose of ‘ambitious, capable learners’ when planning my educational visit as it is important to embed these purposes in every opportunity for learning. Maria Montessori suggested that children ‘learn best through the senses, which she believed lay the foundations for intellectual understanding’ (Pound, 2015: p.39). This shows the importance of educational visits as they allow children to use their senses to discover and explore different learning environments.
Choice of location and rationale and research
My choice of location for this trip is Mountain View Ranch in Caerphilly (see appendix 1). I have chosen this location as the topic is ‘The Great Outdoors’ and the children have been learning about animals and their habitats. As well as this, the children have been reading the story ‘The Gruffalo’ which fits in nicely with the trip as Mountain View Ranch has a Gruffalo Trail. Mountain View Ranch offers school trips where children can complete several activities whilst learning in an outdoor environment. On the Mountain View Ranch website, it lists what a school trip to the Mountain View Ranch includes; Gruffalo Story, Campfire and Marshmallows, The Gruffalo Trail and Den building. Donaldson’s Successful Futures recommends four purposes of the curriculum in Wales, one of these being “ambitious, capable learners” (2015, p.29). An aspect that the children will need in order to meet this purpose is that they “can explain the ideas and concepts they are learning about” (2015, p.29). This links nicely to my choice of location because the activities the children will be taking part in in Mountain View Ranch will help guide the children to become ‘ambitious, capable learners.’ Another reason for choosing this location for my educational visit was because it suits the needs of each child in my class. The location is easily accessible and the activities on offer are suitable to the children within my class. This was a key element which I had to take into consideration when choosing the location for the educational visit for my class as I had to ensure that it met the needs of each individual child.
The curriculum and statutory protocols
This educational visit offers cross-curriculum learning. The activities which the children will be completing in Mountain View Ranch meet several aspects of the Foundation Phase Framework 2015. Personal and Social Development, Well-being and Cultural Diversity is promoted through this visit as the children will be able to participate in ‘activities that allow them to adopt a range of roles, including leadership within a small group, paired learning or working with a team’ (2015, p.10). The children will be achieving this by working together to find minibeasts, build a den and complete the Gruffalo Trail. The children will also make improvements in the Physical Development and Creative Development aspects of the Foundation Phase Framework 2015 throughout the visit. 
An educational visits co-ordinator needs to be involved in the planning process of any educational visit as this is a statutory protocol. The location needs to be accessible to all children and every child must be included, including those with disabilities so this must be considered while planning the visit. The visits must have clear aims and objectives and follow-up lessons must take place after the visit. Risk assessments must be completed as health and safety is a statutory protocol for visits too.
Age of children and class context explained 
The Year 1 class consists of 26 pupils aged five to six. There are two children within the class who have extra learning needs. The two children both have statements for ADHD. Considering these two children in my class, I chose Mountain View Ranch for the educational visit as it will suit the children’s needs. The activity is outdoors which means that there is plenty of space for these two children and plenty of opportunities for them to explore. These two children will always be supported by an adult during the activities to ensure they don’t wander off and that they are on task and are getting actively involved. They will also be able to have some ‘cooling-off’ time if necessary, as there will be plenty of adults on hand in case this needs to happen.
The theme and research 
The theme of my educational visit is ‘The Great Outdoors.’ This theme has been introduced to the children in the classroom where the children have been learning about different types of minibeasts and their habitats. As part of this educational visit, the trip allows an hour for exploring Mountain View Ranch. In this time, the children will be completing a minibeast hunt along with finding different types of habitats for these minibeasts through my own planning (see appendix 2&3). This will allow the children to further their learning by using the outdoor environment to experience what they have been learning. “Our idea of learning includes, but goes well beyond, the kinds of organised instruction that takes place in classrooms” (Claxton & Lucas, 2009:5). The fact that learning can take place anywhere is important and as teachers, we should ensure that we are enabling the children to learn in as many different locations as possible. The theme of the trip is mainly focused on the popular children’s novel ‘The Gruffalo.’ The children are familiar with this novel as we have been reading it in the classroom and I think that an educational visit to Mountain View Ranch is a great idea to be able to bring the story to life for the children. Hilary Harriman states, ‘learning within four walls is surely an adult concept that has more to do with control than with children’s well-being’ (2006, p.67). Her statement suggests that adult control over learning doesn’t support the well-being of children and that we should allow children to be in control of their own learning. 
Skills development 
During this visit, the children will have many opportunities to gain new skills and build on previous skills. On the Foundation Phase Framework, under Personal and Social Development, Well-being and Cultural Diversity, a skill the children are expected to meet is to be able to ‘take risks and become confident explorers of their indoor and outdoor environment’ (2015, p.10). According to Play Wales, ‘All children and young people need and want to take risks physically and emotionally as they grow up, no matter what culture or background they come from, or what impairments or behaviour they may come’ (accessed 20/0/19). The children will be expected to take risks when toasting marshmallows on the campfire and building their dens which will help them meet this skill in the curriculum. The children will also be meeting the Physical Development aspect of the curriculum. It states that children should have the opportunity to ‘develop confidence’ (2015, p.44). The children should hopefully develop their confidence in learning and participating in activities through this visit as they will be expected to participate and communicate with their peers and other adults. The children will also be able to learn new skills in den building and toasting marshmallows, life skills which are valued by children. 
Prior to the visit (children and staffing etc) 
Prior to the educational visit to Mountain View Ranch, I will need to ensure that my chosen location for my educational visit is suitable. To do this I will need to contact the local educational officer and the local council to get their approval. The Outdoor Education Adviser’s Panel will also need to be contacted to ensure good practice on the educational visit.  Another factor that must be considered is the cost of the educational visit. School budgets are tight, hence the need to ensure that the visit will have a small cost for each pupil. As well as this, the cost of transport will need to be considered. The children and teachers will have to travel to Mountain View Ranch by bus which is a 50-minute drive away (see appendix 4). A risk assessment of the educational trip will be completed as this is vital to the safety and well-being of the children in my class (see appendix 5). The purpose of the risk assessment is to ensure that there are no hazards that would be of danger to the children. I also need to ensure that I liaise with the workers at Mountain View Ranch to ensure that they are aware of what we require and to ensure that they can deliver what I want for my class. An itinerary needs to be made for the plan of the day to ensure that myself and the other teachers, along with the staff at Mountain View Ranch know the plan for the day (see appendix 6). This will ensure the day can run as smoothly and effectively as possible. I also need to ensure that the chosen location of Mountain View Ranch is accessible and suitable to the needs of my children. We must ensure that children with disabilities or special educational needs are catered for during the visit. The adult to pupil ratio also needs to be considered as it is an important aspect of planning an educational visit. According to the NUT Guideline, the adult to pupil ratio is 1:6 for pupils in years 1 to 3. This means that I would need five adults to supervise this educational visit. What the children are going to be eating is another aspect to consider. The children will need to bring packed lunches which they will be able to eat during the given lunch time slot. The parents will need to receive a consent form for their child (see appendix 7). Ensuring we get consent off every parent before the visit is vital as we need the parent’s permission to take the children on the educational visit, without this, their child would not be able to attend. As well as this, an educational visits policy will be accessible to the parents if they wish to read it. All medical information for the children will need to be provided on the consent form to ensure that all staff are aware of the needs of the child. The parents will also need to be informed on what the children should wear for the visit which has been included in the letter to the parents regarding the visit. 
During the visit
An itinerary for the day has been created to ensure that the day will run smoothly. We will arrive at Mountain View Ranch at 10am and between 10am and 10:30am payment will be made to Mountain View Ranch. The meet and greet with the teachers, pupils and staff will take place on arrival. This will allow for the children to get to know the staff who will be running the day. During this time the children will also can use the toilets to ensure less disruptions during the activities. At 10:30am the children will take part in the Gruffalo Trail where they will be able walk through the woods along the paths and see the willow characters which are featured in the popular children’s book. This will allow the story to be brought to life for the children and it also combines literacy with outdoor learning. At 11:00am we will have the chance to explore and discover what Mountain View Ranch has to offer for an hour. During this time, I have planned for the children to take part in a hunt for different types of minibeasts and their habitats. The children will do this for half an hour of this time with the remaining half hour being spent building dens. At 12:00-12:30pm the children will be having lunch in the canteen or outside in the picnic area, depending on the weather. The children will also have to use the toilets in this time to ensure there are no disruptions during the afternoon’s activities. After lunch, at 12:30, the children will be marshmallow toasting. The children will be able to learn about the safety of campfires and how to toast their marshmallows. This activity is led by an experienced Ranch instructor and the children will be able to experience something that would not necessarily be able to be experienced in a school environment. A risk assessment for this is available on request. At 1:00pm the children will be allowed half an hour to play in the Adventure Play Area which will be a nice end to the fun-filled day of activities. At 1:30pm we will ensure the children have been to the toilet again before having to leave to head back to the school. The children will need to be on the bus and ready to leave at 2:00pm to ensure that we are back at the school for home time. We will need to ensure that we have done a register to ensure that we have every child on the bus before we leave. 
Post visit (children and correspondence)
After the educational visit to Mountain View Ranch, we will reflect on the visit, talking about what we learned and what we saw. Then the children will continue with lessons based on their topic of ‘The Great Outdoors.’ The children will complete an activity based on the book ‘The Gruffalo.’ The Foundation Phase Framework states that children in Year 1 should be able to ‘retell events from a narrative in the right order’ (2015, p.21). The children will work in groups in terms of their ability to be able to talk about the events that take place in the book. The children will complete a timeline on the events and the activity will be differentiated between the higher and lower ability groups to suit each child. The children will also create a ‘minibeast hotel’ in the school garden which promotes the Personal and Social Development, Well-being and Cultural Diversity aspect of the Foundation Phase Framework (2015). This activity will meet the range which says that children should be given opportunities for ‘activities in the indoor and outdoor learning environments’ (2015, p. 10) as the children will be outdoors. This activity also meets the Knowledge and Understanding of the World aspect of the Foundation Phase Framework (2015). The range states that children should be given opportunities to ‘investigate indoor and outdoor learning environments, as well as including natural conditions as they arise’ (2015, p.41).  Linda Pound’s book ‘How children learn’ states ‘Friedrich Froebel talked about kindergartens- gardens of children or for children- and saw the garden as the best environment for young children’s learning and development’ (2014, p.96). Taking his theory into consideration, I think a post visit activity of making a ‘minibeast hotel’ in the school garden is a great way to develop children’s learning. Through this activity, the children will be able to use their prior knowledge of minibeasts and their habitats to create the perfect ‘minibeast hotel’ which will accommodate all the minibeasts in nature. This also promotes ESDGC. The theme of ESDGC which this activity promotes is ‘The Natural Environment’ which will allow the children to understand the importance of the natural environment and the animals and insects which live in the natural environment. 
Conclusion 
In conclusion, after considering the different theories, outdoor learning is vital to children’s education and it is especially vital during the Foundation Phase years. The use of outdoor learning and educational visits allows the children to experience a different type of learning which I think is important to the development of the child. Children should be given the opportunity to experience different learning environments throughout their school life to ensure that they are able to control their learning. Article 31 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child says that children and young people have the right to have fun in the way they want to. Therefore, as the teacher, it is important that I allow the children to have choices in their learning and that the learning isn’t adult controlled as this can act as a limitation to children’s learning as they are not able to express themselves.
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