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	Dudo of St Quentin was born most likely in the 960s and received his education in either Liège or Laon although the true location is debated. He was a Picard historian and would become dean of St Quentin. Not much else is known about his life other than that he wrote his Historia Normannorum and that he died in 1043. This is what the extract is from and is one of the few primary sources that there is for the Normans arriving in Normandy. It is controversial as a reliable source as most of the information had been taken from oral tradition rather than written sources therefor making the true accuracy a topic of debate amongst historians.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Judith A. Green, The Normans : Power, Conquest and Culture in 11th-Century Europe (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2022).] 

	For quite a few years before the death of Richard I, Dudo was a frequent visitor of his court and was sent on a political mission by Richard that was successful. It was stated in a letter that in the last two weeks before Richard’s death, he asked Dudo to make a complete history of the Normans up to that point. Specifically to record “the customs and deeds of the Norman Land, the rights established within the kingdom of his great-grandfather Rollo”.[footnoteRef:2] The book itself was written between 996 and 1015. Most of what was written was taken from oral tradition rather than from written sources which is what makes it such an unreliable source.  [2:  Judith A. Green, The Normans : Power, Conquest and Culture in 11th-Century Europe (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2022).] 

	The actual content of the extract is of when Rollo arrives to the town of Rouen and makes the decision to settle their. It talks of how when he came to the shores he saw the chapel of St Vedast and left the virgin Hameltrude on the altar where she would become St Hameltrude and allegedly have her name forever stuck to the place and the area would come to be known as Saint Hameltrude by the locals. It speaks of how the area was not a greatly fortified area and was populated mostly by poor men and merchants and how that was a factor to get him to agree to a guarantee of safety for the people of the area. It also includes an apostrophe on Rollo and how under his leadership the area would flourish along with the people. This was likely put in as a way of assuring Rollo’s divine right to rule the area by stating his takeover was the will of Christ and that under his leadership the ungodliness would be purged from the land. One of the main goals of the story is to legitimize the Normans and their claim onto the land. 
	 Oh Rollo, mighty duke and most superior leader,
Through Christ’s gift this town will flourish under your leadership,
It will be built at a future time, once the realm has been calmed by peace,
Once the Franks have been devoured by war, and the populace broken.
Behold the mount  of the church where you kept seeing yourself rejoice,
Behold here the font of the bath where you were cleansed of leprosy.
This fatherland is to be built by your followers, themselves renewed in the font.
To the peoples in that town you will give laws and alliances
And rights likewise, with the fear of strict penalty.
Marvellously, then, in the coming time of your descendants
Fierce ages will grow tame, wars having been banished, 
And ungodly fury, sitting on its arms, will challenge no one
With its cry, the strength of ungodliness having been undone.
Rather, let the fierce wolf graze at the same time in the sheep’s field.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Dudo and Eric Christiansen, History of the Normans (Woodbridge: Boydell, 1998).] 

This is an example of when Dudo switches from writing in prose to writing in verse for the Apostrophe. It also seems to have words similar to prayer further cementing the divine right of the Normans to rule as that was one the main claims to the throne in this period was they people believed that the kings were ruling as part of God’s will.
	The style of writing that Dudo uses is quite unique to this text. The other texts being produced at the same time were not written the same. He alternates between writing in verse and writing in prose. He provides quite a vivid picture for the reader to imagine. This specific extract comes from chapter 10 of the book. It is also important to note that while this is a translation and the original is in Latin, the Latin is also obscure in parts and doesn’t seem to have any other texts that he based his writing style on. It deals with the history of the Normans from 852 until Richard’s death in 996. It was meant to glorify the Normans and paint them in the best light possible. This is an obvious bias to take into account when using it as a primary source. It is also written more like a story or an epic rather than an account of historical events, this can be seen with the descriptive language used such as:
having traversed the deep where the cerulean whirlpool of the Seine, flowing with its crystal-clear courses and lapping the fragrant grasses of its elevated banks and, going to the open main of the inundating sea, discharges itself, and is often repelled, according to the intervals of the moon, by a more swollen billow of the sea itself.[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  Dudo and Eric Christiansen, History of the Normans (Woodbridge: Boydell, 1998).] 

The sections of verse are also quite unique at the time and can be seen in the Apostrophe from this particular extract. Another point to be made is that it is stated that in this particular translation a good majority of the chapters have been modernized for the modern English reader while some have been left as almost exact translations of the original Latin text. This obviously adds another layer to how reliable it is as a source as it already has the bias towards the Normans and portraying them in the best light above most others involved in their history. 
	While the true accuracy of Dudo’s account is widely debated, this text can provide and insight into the influences and events surrounding the time period that may have affected it. It shows how the oral tradition surrounding the Normans was told and shows a quite positive view of the Normans compared to what those may think who are on the receiving end of their violent campaigns. His work also influenced that of William of Jumièges, William of poitiers as well as others when writing their own historical accounts of the Normans. It is also one if the few primary sources made on the history of the Normans because for a group of people that were so influential in history, there is not much written on their origins. 
	In summary, Dudo provides quite an interesting and unique look into the history of the Normans and how he believed they were to be viewed. It may be an overall unreliable source but it is not completely disregarded as being useless and can still be looked upon as an insight onto the past and has given the modern historian an idea of what the Normans arriving in Normandy was like and using literary devices and small details of cementing the divine right of the Normans to rule. It of course glorifies the Normans and is therefore unable to be completely trusted as an exact account of events but as are most documents and books commissioned by kings and other rulers. 
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