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INTRODUCTION:
A virtual learning environment (VLE) in educational technology is a very important platform for the digital aspects. now a days everywhere used digital methods which is impact our daily life.
During this COVID -19 many university, colleges and school has begun using the VLE system, for lack of the communication everyone’s should be aware about their studies .in this assignment I am research some VLE learning experiences. 
‘’In recent old ages, the demand for instruction has changed because of an increased demand for an extremely educated work force that will be expected to learn continuously (Alavi & A; Leidner, 2001).’
 In 1886, the first president of the University of Chicago, William Rainer Harper wrote: `` the pupil who has prepared a certain figure of lessons in the correspondence school knows more of the topic treated in those lessons, and knows it better than the pupil who has covered the same land in the schoolroom '' ( Harper, 1971, p. 12 )
This time people exploring whether it is possible for one of the world’s most popular academic virtual learning environments, Moodle, to be adapted to suit the needs of everyone. There is some overlap between this platform and many others as they all deliver resources and can support certain types of learning activities. The main benefit of online learning is the distance gives us to learn around our work environment and personal life, helping us to gain our goals more effectively.
In this assignment I am going to writing about UWTSD VLE   learning Data collection, sources, primary and secondary stages, understanding basic concepts, advantages, disadvantages, data collected from lecturer and colleagues and many mores. Here I am gathering some Authors references, articles and some news where possible.
BACKGROUND:
LITERATURE REVIEW
Sunesh Hettiarachchi
The use of VLE’s have impacted many generations and it has first been established with the UK open university in 1970 but a VLE blackboard (Hettiarachchi and Wickramasinghe, n.d.) has been utilized since 2000 which has then spread globally across 60 different countries in 3700 academic organisations (Blackboard,2011). -Taken from (Barker and Gossman, 2013)
Moodle is an online platform- introduced in 2001- (Ofsted, 2009) which enables students and a range of people of connect with different courses and the different styles of leaning environment which are offered. The main objective for the use of this platform was the interactions and the collective development between users. Through the use of Moodle, the VLE in the UK has risen by 58% in 2003/4 and till this day continues to rise (Sero, 2009). 
According to (Becta,2009)- Ofsted has conducted a sample of 34 academic institutes on the impacts of VLE and studies have shown that “half of the schools surveyed were positive about the impact of VLEs on learning and teaching” (Hettiarachchi and Wickramasinghe, n.d.). This was an article by Hettiarachchi and Wickramasinghe who believe that the use of VLE is a flexible tool to allow students and users to learn wherever they want whenever they want which retains their motivation and sustain the sharing of learning materials from all around the world. Additionally, the learning tasks and projects are supported by tutors as they are able to answer all questions and discuss their topic.

Sandra Lyndon & Beverley Hale (2014)
“students are able to access e-learning materials any place and any time providing they have internet connectivity” (Enhancing Learning in the Social Sciences, 2014). VLE has enabled many people to take advantage of the resources online which allows them to study. However, there are some negativities; Sandra and Beverley argue that there are data that spotlights the importance of VLE given the fact that it enhances higher learning skills through the use of interactive online forum activities. This in comparison is not a major issue as the anonymity does not act as a barrier to students engaging in activities and forums. 
(Tsay et al, 2019)
The motivation and determination to continue work through online platforms fluctuate. According to Tsay, this is known as the “Novelty Effect”; “a pattern of high activity during the gamified systems introduction followed by a drop-in activity a few weeks later”. An experiment was carried out, a 3-year programme where 333 students were for the treatment group and 175 were in control of the group- it was shown that the student’s engagement were far better when in a gamified condition in comparison to the non-gamified. The students that were able to maintain their engagement through to the second year had managed to overcome the novelty effect. “Once the novelty effect wears off, user engagement wears off”.
“Educational gamification has positive‐leaning but mixed results in student learning outcomes.” This is what is known about VLE and the gamified methods of online learning. Like stated previously, gaming keeps the attention of the user, it engages with them which thus allows more people to join. When people like something, they tend to advertise and post it on social media and with the publicity, VLE’s have taken off and become famous. However, “Although gamified elements attract users on board, once the novelty effect wears off, user engagement falls”. This means that once the content becomes to repetitive and there’s no challenge, the number of users using a platform for VLE decreases unless changes have been made to make the use of the platform more challenging and socialising. 
There are some questions about the use of VLE that Tsay has, how the engagement with the use of VLE measures the effectiveness of a user. Although some users may engage a lot, using VLE, posing active questions on various academic and educational platforms, how can we be sure that they are understanding the content and that it is going in their long-term memory. 
(Blin and Munro, 2008)
“E-learning also promised to expand opportunities for lifelong and flexible learning”. The increase use in VLE’s have spiked the numbers of users who engage in VLE to continue and support their studies. As technology use increases, institutions have employed staff who are dedicated into supporting the use of VLE’s and make is accessible to students. Additionally, there was a panacea- funds for the students are decreased as student number increase. 
In conclusion, this author believes that the use of VLE can actually disrupt the traditional way of learning. The use of VLE is ineffective as it offers the same type of assignments; peer assessment which means that students don’t get to explore the other types of learning provided by the institutions 
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES:
I have conducted an experiment myself to investigate the impact of VLE (Moodle) on students learning experiences at UWTSD London campus.
I have created a questionnaire about how VLE is impacting students in my group and below I have outlined some steps I took:
· Designed the questionnaire
· Sent it to the students
· Collect the data from them
· Table the data on excel
· Conclude the results
· Research secondary data 
· Compared the results
· Conclusion
When data collecting, we have to maintain good ethics for each research that has been conducted. “Fraud/misconduct can lead to study losing its entire credibility” (Gupta, 2013)
Gantt Chart (Mile stone)
	Tasks
	Wk1
	Wk2
	Wk3
	Wk4
	Wk5
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	Design questionnaire
	
	X
	X
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	Collect primary data
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	Compare two findings
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	

	Discussions
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	Conclusion
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	recommendation
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METHOD:
I have created the questionnaire first and then emailed all the people in my group attaching a copy of it. Within a few days, I had received my completed questionnaire about how people feel about the use of VLE (Moodle) as an online digital platform for education. 20 people including me, had participated in the questionnaire and majority of the participants have stated that the use of VLE had really benefitted them in many ways from saving time and becoming more efficient for themselves. Furthermore, VLE allows students to have access to a range of material suited to their topics and sections. 










From the students, I have been told that majority sit down and use VLE more than 2-3 times a week as it keeps them engaged and motivated. 
Questions ranged from if using VLE has made people realise something about their career and if it has made it easy. Additionally, the use of VLE has promoted independent learning and self-regulation in people. 
There were no particular groups in which I was looking to set my questionnaire for, it was an opportunity sampling method which meant that the data was based on the people that were available at the time. 
I have sampled my data on excel in a tabled format ranging from strongly agree to strongly disagree and a pie chart to make it easier to see the different sets of data.
[bookmark: _Hlk49801480]Below, you can see that I have constructed my own questionnaire and the questions myself. With these questions I was able to find out about people’s opinions.







Age?       ---------
Female     ---------                                                  male ---------
How old are you? --------------
Have you ever used your VLE learning experience before?  Yes ---------     No ------------


Please tick one of the following boxes which one is appropriate for you.


	Q1) Use of VLE increases student motivation to learn?
	Agree 
	Strongly
Agree
	Disagree
	Strongly
Disagree
	Neutral 



	Q2) Does VLE is very useful of our learning?
	Agree 
	Strongly agree 
	Disagree 
	Strongly disagree 
	Neutral



	Q3) VLE make easy your learning journey 
	Agree 
	Disagree 
	Strongly agree 
	Strongly disagree 
	Not sure 

	Q4) Use VLE did you learn something about your career 
	Agree 
	Disagree 
	Strongly agree 
	Strongly disagree 
	Not sure 



	Q5) Can VLE cause anxiety in learning?
	Agree 
	Strongly agree 
	Disagree 
	Strongly disagree 
	Neutral 

	Q6) Does VLE encourage independent learning?
	Yes 
	Not 
	Very good 
	Very bad 
	Not sure 





	Q9) VLE learning save student time 
	Agree 
	Disagree 
	Strongly agree 
	Strongly disagree 
	Not sure 

	Q10) Does VLE give positive impact on student learning 
	Agree 
	Disagree 
	Strongly agree 
	Strongly disagree 
	neutral



	Q7) It is easy to get instruction to use before VLE from UWTSD 
	Agree 
	Not agree 
	Strongly agree 
	Strongly disagree  
	Not sure at all 

	Q8) VLE has easy to communicate for group discussion 
	Agree 
	Disagree 
	Strongly agree 
	Strongly disagree 
	Not sure 



	Q11) VLE has improve our online learning 
	Agree 
	Disagree 
	Strongly agree 
	Strongly disagree 
	Not sure 

	Q12) Would you recommend VLE any student 
	Agree 
	Disagree 
	Strongly agree 
	Strongly disagree 
	Not at all 



	Q13) How many times you engaged with VLE 
	Daily 
	2/3times a week 
	Once a week 
	Sometimes 
	Never 





RESULT
From the research I have carried out, I have concluded that majority of the respondents have picked agree as to how beneficial VLE has been useful. This shows that although most have picked that they agree, they don’t strongly agree which shows that alternatively the use of VLE could be improved only through the help of academic institutions to help guide students with their independent learning; professors.  Below I have attached my data collected from the survey that I have conducted.
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From this, it is clearly visible that the majority have said that VLE’s are important in their daily lives to aid their studies and to manage their times efficiently.
DISCUSSION
An area that I could improve on during my investigation was conducting multiple individual interviews to understand how they believe that VLE’s could be improved to make their learning more sustainable. Furthermore, these individual consultations would provide me with a more accurate primary data and could have gotten more details on how people feel. 
The fact that more people have chosen agree shows that they can access all the materials as well as do their tasks to their own convenience and time. 
From the data, predominantly males have dominated the data which demonstrates that they are more comfortable doing work at their own homes and suitability.  
CONCLUSION
There are many advantages and disadvantages to the use of VLE’s. many authors believe that the use of VLE’s have had a positive impact on the learning of students. A vast variety of resources ranging from podcasts to books, to articles and documentaries.
The benefits to VLE in my opinion are endless. The amount of materials and research that are all available from all over the world can be very valuable to VLE users.
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NAME: Monica Cernat
Are you?
Female     -----yes----                                                  male ---------
How old are you? --------36------
Have you ever used your VLE learning experience before?  Yes --x-------     No ------------


Please tick one of the following boxes which one is appropriate for you.


	Use of VLE increases student motivation to learn?
	Agree     

  yes            
	Strongly
Agree
	Disagree
	Strongly
Disagree
	Neutral 



	Does VLE is very useful of our learning?
	Agree

 yes
	Strongly agree 
	Disagree 
	Strongly disagree 
	Neutral



	VLE make easy your learning journey 
	Agree

 yes
	Disagree 
	Strongly agree 
	Strongly disagree 
	Not sure 

	Use VLE did you learn something about your career 
	Agree

 yes
	Disagree 
	Strongly agree 
	Strongly disagree 
	Not sure 







	Can VLE cause anxiety in learning?
	Agree 
	Strongly agree 
	Disagree 
	Strongly   
 disagree 
 
yes 

	Neutral 

	Does VLE encourage independent learning?
	Yes

yes  
	Not 
	Very good 
	Very bad 
	Not sure 


	It is easy to get instruction to use before VLE from UWTSD 
	Agree 

yes
	Not agree 
	Strongly agree 
	Strongly disagree  
	Not sure at all 

	VLE has easy to communicate for group discussion 
	Agree

 yes
	Disagree 
	Strongly agree 
	Strongly disagree 
	Not sure 



	VLE learning save student time 
	Agree  
 yes
	Disagree 
	Strongly agree 
	Strongly disagree 
	Not sure 

	Does VLE give positive impact on student learning 
	Agree  

 yes
	Disagree 
	Strongly agree 
	Strongly disagree 
	neutral



	VLE has improve our online learning 
	Agree     

yes
	Disagree 
	Strongly agree 
	Strongly disagree 
	Not sure 

	Would you recommend VLE any student 
	Agree  

   yes
	Disagree 
	Strongly agree 
	Strongly disagree 
	Not at all 



	How many times you engaged with VLE 
	Daily 
	2/3times a week 
 yes 
	Once a week 
	Sometimes 
	Never 




NAME: Nicu Ile
Are you?
Female     ---------                                                  male -Yes
How old are you? ----25
Have you ever used your VLE learning experience before?  Yes --------Yes-     No ------------


Please tick one of the following boxes which one is appropriate for you.


	Use of VLE increases student motivation to learn?
	Agree

Yes  
	Strongly
Agree

  
	Disagree
	Strongly
Disagree
	Neutral 



	Does VLE is very useful of our learning?
	Agree 
YES 
	Strongly agree 
	Disagree 
	Strongly disagree 
	Neutral



	VLE make easy your learning journey 
	Agree 
 Yes
	Disagree 
	Strongly agree 
	Strongly disagree 
	Not sure 

	Use VLE did you learn something about your career 
	Agree 

	Disagree 
	Strongly agree
 
Yes
	Strongly disagree 
	Not sure 



	Can VLE cause anxiety in learning?
	Agree 
	Strongly agree 
	Disagree
NO 
	Strongly disagree 
	Neutral 

	Does VLE encourage independent learning?
	Yes 

YES
	Not 
	Very good 
	Very bad 
	Not sure 


	It is easy to get instruction to use before VLE from UWTSD 
	Agree 


YES
	Not agree 
	Strongly agree 
	Strongly disagree  
	Not sure at all 

	VLE has easy to communicate for group discussion 
	Agree 

	Disagree 
	Strongly agree 

YES
	Strongly disagree 
	Not sure 



	VLE learning save student time 
	Agree 

	Disagree 
	Strongly agree 


YES
	Strongly disagree 
	Not sure 

	Does VLE give positive impact on student learning 
	
Agree  

yes 

	Disagree 
	Strongly agree 
	Strongly disagree 
	neutral



	VLE has improve our online learning 
	Agree 

	Disagree 
	Strongly agree 

YES
	Strongly disagree 
	Not sure 

	Would you recommend VLE any student 
	Agree 
	Disagree 
	Strongly agree 

YES
	Strongly disagree 
	Not at all 



	How many times you engaged with VLE 
	Daily 
 
	2/3times a week
Yes  
	Once a week 
Twice a week 
	Sometimes 
	Never 



survey answers


Strongly agree	agree	neautral/neautral	disagree	strongly disagree	6	105	34	64	13	
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