Modern Bibliographic Exercise: Orlando Patterson

Born in 1940 in Westmoreland Jamacia, Horace Orlando Patterson is held in high academic regard for his work surrounding the issues of race and slavery in both the United States and America[footnoteRef:1]. Throughout Patterson’s long and influential academic carer he has gone on to write a number of articles and books some of them like his book Freedom in the Making of Western Culture[footnoteRef:2] going on to gain national recognition winning the national book award for nonfiction. Patterson’s re-defining of slavery and rejection of traditional approaches surrounding the subject as well as his coining phrase “social death” were all highly influential thoughts that Patterson would contribute to the academic community.  [1:  Harvard.edu. (2015). Orlando Patterson. [online] Available at: https://scholar.harvard.edu/patterson/home [Accessed 28 Nov. 2022].]  [2:  Patterson, O. (1991) Freedom in the making of western culture. New York, NY: Basic Books. ] 

Slavery and Social Death (1982)

Within this book Patterson’s central objective is the internal and external complexities of slavery. Patterson’s extensive research presented in this work, investigates the practice of slavery across a plethora of civilisations where slavery has been documented[footnoteRef:3]. Patterson addresses two basic types of slavery that exist across the world. The first type is one in which slavery had an important structural role in a cultural context, asserting that it was an indispensable institution for the society, accounting for a significant portion of the economy, culture, and political culture. The second type of slavery is less intrusive, but it still involves violence against a certain specific group of individuals that pervades society's everyday life. [3:  [Patterson, O. (1982). Slavery and social death: a comparative study. Retrieved from https://hdl-handle-net.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/2027/heb03237.0001.001.]] 

Patterson's work broadened slavery studies beyond the Greco-Roman and New World contexts to environments that had long been termed the "actual" issues that qualified for academic analysis. Alternatively, he prompted researchers to move past "traditional slave civilizations" to the basic importance of slavery in complex human societies. His global, long-term outlook triggered a scholastic movement. In his 2018 paper titled “Orlando Patterson: The First Postcolonial Historical Sociologist?” Steinmetz[footnoteRef:4] puts forward that there was nothing like this type of historical sociology in British or American sociology at the time, nothing resembling the discipline that would come to be known as Comparative and Historical Sociology. Patterson was obliged to create his own method from start. [4:  Steinmetz, G. (2018). Orlando Patterson: The First Postcolonial Historical Sociologist? [online] ResearchGate. Available at: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/330016059_Orlando_Patterson_The_First_Postcolonial_Historical_Sociologist [Accessed 30 Nov. 2022].] 

In regards to Patterson’s theoretical approach to this book is to understand and question the root causes of slavery within a civilisation particularly when that society presents itself as being advanced. A closer examination of a repeated pattern across multiple societies brings to light not just one type or instance of slavery bringing Patterson to broaden the subject matter. 
Freedom in the Making of Western Culture (1991)

Patterson's first of two volumes, Freedom in the making of western culture[footnoteRef:5], is an attempt to reveal why one society values liberty when so many other societies do not. His proposal is unique in many ways given how long it took for freedom—along with the preservation of democratic election procedures, economic opportunity, and human rights—to advance in Africa, Asia, and the former Soviet empire. Within these volumes Patterson gives three definitions of freedom in these volumes, the first being that personal freedom is the outcome of government coercion, the second he defines as "the authority to behave as one pleases, regardless of the views of others." Finally, civic freedom which is defined as "the ability of adult citizens of a society to participate in its life and government."[footnoteRef:6] [5:  Patterson, O., Patterson, J. C. P. o. S. O. (1991). Freedom: Freedom in The Making of Western Culture. United States: Basic Books.]  [6:  Bandow, D. (2022). Freedom in the Making of Western Culture. [online] Acton Institute. Available at: https://www.acton.org/pub/religion-liberty/volume-2-number-2/freedom-making-western-culture [Accessed 30 Nov. 2022].] 

Patterson’s Freedom in the Making of Western Culture represents a broaching of the idea that is where did the idea and value of freedom come from? Without enslavement how would we be able to define freedom? When did societies or more accurately those small groups within said societies often facing persecution and enslavement start holding the concept of freedom so close to their hearts? These thought-provoking questions are just some of the ways that Patterson’s unique approach to the subject of slavery opened up less common area of thought among historians. By expanding the subject matter to deeper roots back into antiquity and keeping the philosophical questions of liberty open an entirely new dialog is formed in Patterson’s book. 
Patterson’s theoretical approach to his Freedom in the Making of Western Culture is a similar approach taken in his Slavery and Social Death in a way, Patterson takes a unique perspective of without enslavement humanity would have no reference for its definition and value of freedom similar to his unique mindset on the spectrum of enslavement across multiple societies.

The Confounding Island (2019)

Within this book Patterson strongly discusses the critical challenges of Jamaica's[footnoteRef:7] almost 60-year postcolonial narrative in three sections. The first segment, titled 'Explaining Postcolonial Failure,' delves into prevalent concerns about the island's political and economic developments. The following segment, 'Three Cultural Puzzles,' looks at the country's cultural institutions, addressing topics ranging from Jamaica's supremacy in sprint athletics to racial relations in cricket and the export of reggae music. The final part, 'Policy Failures and Politicians,' is by far the most revealing[footnoteRef:8]. Patterson examines the failure of a 1970s-era urban development project on which he consulted, as well as his strained relationship with the previous prime minister Michael Manley. [7:  Patterson, O. (2019). The Confounding Island: Jamaica and the Postcolonial Predicament. United Kingdom: Harvard University Press.]  [8:  Lse.ac.uk. (2020). Book Review: The Confounding Island: Jamaica and the Postcolonial Predicament by Orlando Patterson | USAPP. [online] Available at: https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/usappblog/2020/08/09/book-review-the-confounding-island-jamaica-and-the-postcolonial-predicament-by-orlando-patterson/ [Accessed 1 Dec. 2022].] 

Patterson’s Confounding Island is a balanced mixture of both heavy academic bolstering and personal story of Jamacia and its long history with violence, Slavery and freedom are central to his perspective; it is hard to analyse current Jamaica without mentioning them. Patterson investigates how political clientelism in independent Jamaica led to lethal politics in which an impoverished community is bought or blackmailed into voting for a certain political party by the risk of violence[footnoteRef:9]. This situation, along with the island's continuous poverty, has given rise to the urban gangs and drug-related cruelties that continue to plague it. [9:  Jamaica: A Small Nation with an Outsize Global Influence (Published 2019). (2022). The New York Times. [online] Available at: https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/13/books/review/the-confounding-island-jamaica-orlando-patterson.html [Accessed 1 Dec. 2022].] 

Within Confounding Island Patterson’s theoretical approach is significantly more focused on Jamacia rather than a widened range of subjects. This work by Patterson is different from the others as it introduces a personal narrative as well as a first-hand account of his own political involvement in Jamaican politics. 
