The life, death and resurrection of Jesus and its significance as explored through the Gospel of John.
Introduction:
The life of Jesus has been explored through the lens of all four Gospels in the New Testament where it is clear that much can be said of the significance of events that occur throughout the writings of each gospel. Looking more closely at the Gospel of John and the way in which the life, ministry and death of Jesus has impacted the study of Christology, with its significance in understanding the role of Jesus not only for this text but for Christianity as a religion. What is important to mention therefore is this path that is set out for Jesus, where his life consists of numerous aspects of teaching, preaching and miraculous events. With all of this, the Gospel of John explores much of Jesus’ life and the significance of such events not only for the early followers of Jesus but also for the path to be followed by millions globally up to present day. It is important to acknowledge that there are key events in the life of Jesus that indicate early on what his path in life is to be and then the declaration by Jesus, the final purpose of his mission on earth. In this essay, I will explore the life and various teachings of Jesus where the significance of miraculous deeds and the disciple’s belief in Jesus builds onto the next aspect of Jesus’ mission on earth. With this, the significance not only of Jesus’ birth and miracles but also the importance of Jesus’ final mission of sacrifice on the cross and resurrection. The life of Jesus up to this point all leads to the eventual death and resurrection in the Gospel of John where this significance for understanding Christology will also be explored.        
Section 1- The Life and Miraculous Works of Jesus
It can be immediately understood that in the Gospel of John, it begins with the notion that the Word of God was ‘in the beginning’ where this word was eventually made human. Through Jesus this aspect of God’s power and knowledge can be explored where it is noted that “the word became flesh,” essentially beginning with the significance of Jesus being sent by God to earth as his Son. (Jn.1:1-18) With this, it can also be highlighted how “the narrator introduces Jesus as the Word who was God and was with God in the beginning, the creative agent through whom all things came into being,”[footnoteRef:1] where this also signifies this instant connection between this man born through the Word of God and what is eventually going to lead to the miraculous works and life of this man. What is failed to be mentioned however is the initial birth of Jesus in this gospel, where the narrative leads straight to the testimony of John in the opening, where the key point of Jesus’ importance is first mentioned; “And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.” (Jn1:34) With this statement, it is evident that there was something important to come from Jesus, where he did not initially state these words himself however it was recognised in him that there was a purpose and a meaning to his life and presence on earth. It is important to consider the way that the gospel of John has set this understanding of Jesus and his importance within the first chapter of the gospel, where Daniel L Migliore also highlights that “when a Christian theology must include many topics, the decisive basis and criterion of all that it says is the person and work of Jesus Christ.”[footnoteRef:2] This further adds to the discussion of the importance firstly of establishing the significance of Jesus from the beginning of the gospel, where it is introducing an important person without revealing what is important or what the eventual goal of having this being on earth is yet. Furthermore, it can also be noted by Migliore that “it is in the telling of the story of Jesus, in the narration of the whole gospel- his message, ministry, passion and resurrection- that we hold together the person and work of Jesus.”[footnoteRef:3] This statement further adds to this notion that all of what Jesus says and does, culminates in this narrative through the gospel of John and ultimately is all in place for a specific reason: that Jesus’ life is to come to an end in order to allow for the resurrection and eventual reconnection with God through his death.   [1:  Stanley Porter, and Andrew W Pitts, Johannine Christology, 1st edn (Boston: BRILL, 2020) p.260.]  [2:  Daniel L Migliore, Faith Seeking Understanding, (William B Eerdmans Publishing co, 1991) p.139.]  [3:  Daniel L Migliore, Faith Seeking Understanding, (William B Eerdmans Publishing co, 1991) p.143.] 

Jesus’ baptism is equally of importance when it comes to his life and experiences where this is explored in Jn.1:29-34. This is the first mention of the Holy Spirit in relation to Jesus, where it is stated that: “And John testified, ‘I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him.” (Jn.1:32) With this, it is clear here that although, as previously mentioned, John does not begin with the significance of Jesus’ birth, it is more evident that from this point onwards, with Jesus’ baptism and acknowledgement by John the Baptist of his divinity, this makes clear the significance of his baptism and for what is to eventually come with his resurrection. Alan Richardson comments also on Jesus’ baptism, highlighting that “the baptism of Jesus is, then, a foreshadowing of his death. The objection that the sinless one needs no baptism of repentance is the same objection as that which was made against the doctrine that the Messiah must suffer.”[footnoteRef:4] This emphasises the significance of this event where even Jesus had to be baptised in order for himself to be able to enter the kingdom of God. As explored in Jn.3:5, Jesus said to Nicodemus that “very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit,” where these further highlights the importance of this water baptism for Jesus and subsequent followers, where he even undertook this. Richardson also highlights importantly that “in the recent past it has been widely assumed that the significance of the baptism of Jesus by John in the River Jordan lay in the fact that Jesus then underwent a deep religious experience which convinced him of his divine mission.”[footnoteRef:5] This further signifies the potential start of Jesus’ acknowledgement of what his life was and why it is important in understanding that this mission was to be completed for a reason.  [4:  Alan Richardson, An Introduction to the Theology of the New Testament, (SCM Press, 1958) p.180.]  [5:  Richardson, An Introduction to the Theology of the New Testament, (SCM Press, 1958) p.178.] 

When it comes to understanding this person of Jesus initially, not much can be taken from the gospel, although Dietrich Bonhoeffer highlights an important detail about Jesus, where he states that “he is the God who has become man as we have become man.”[footnoteRef:6] With this statement, it is evident therefore that the knowledge of Jesus’ entry to the world is significant in his life where he is instantly recognised as being the ‘son of God’ in the gospel of John but also important to mention is that Bonhoeffer highlights that Jesus is a human as much as he is divine; as all humans are born so was Jesus and therefore gives him a greater importance. Jesus’ life, in this sense, is already being noted for the significance where this knowledge of God becoming man is important for understanding the works and missions that is to come through Jesus. Alister E McGrath also comments on this by stating that “for many Christians, the term ‘son of man’ stands as a natural counterpart to ‘son of God’. It is an affirmation of the humanity of Christ, just as the latter term is a complementary affirmation of his divinity.”[footnoteRef:7] This statement is used in this sense to understand that although it is clear that Jesus is born of human parents, it is through his birth that we find this distinction to other humans and, therefore, what is eventually to come through Jesus’ miracles and teachings in his life. Porter explores this further by noting that “John sees Jesus as the functionary of God, his earthly agent who was sent to accomplish the Father’s work,”[footnoteRef:8] where this highlights also on the unison of such aspects of Jesus’ personality, where he can be both seen as a human doing God’s heavenly work on earth; containing the elements of humanity and also that of divine nature.  [6:  Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Christology (Collins Clear-Type Press, 1971) p.107.]  [7:  Alister E McGrath, Christian Theology: An Introduction, (Wiley Blackwell, 2011) p.270.]  [8:  Stanley Porter, and Andrew W Pitts, Johannine Christology, 1st edn (Boston: BRILL, 2020) p.226.] 

Another aspect of Jesus’ life that is important to mention is of his healing works, which occur in the Gospel of John on multiple occasions, ranging from curing the sick, healing the deaf and blind and even reviving the dead. On one occasion, in Jn.5:1-18, Jesus healed a sick man on the Sabbath, where this is seen as blasphemous to the Jewish people listening to what had happened. However, Jesus rebukes this by adding: “my Father is still working, and I am also working,” which shows that Jesus is continuing in the work of his Father during times that he is also working, alluding to the connection between Jesus and God. James F McGrath adds to this by saying that “in John, through the inclusion of the Sabbath motif, the issue is brought into focus by means of a claim that Jesus, like God, can work on the Sabbath.”[footnoteRef:9] Furthermore, this adds to the way in which Jesus was able to perform his healing work on a Sabbath day, as God on earth, this is what his Father would have been doing also. Alongside this miraculous aspect of Jesus, that shows his divine nature, it can also be explored through Jesus’ humanity, where Alister E McGrath comments that “if Jesus Christ differed from other human beings, it was in relation to the extent to which he possessed certain qualities- qualities which were, in principle, capable of being imitated or acquired by everyone else.”[footnoteRef:10] With this, much of what Jesus taught can be achieved by humans, where he himself experienced human emotions, feelings and experiences such as thirst (Jn.4:7), tiredness (Jn.4:6), human emotions (Jn.2:15) and finally through death (Jn.19:17-24). The final act of death, an experience that all humans eventually and definitely will undertake, this aspect of Jesus’ life enables him to experience the full journey of life, from birth, life and then death, that is for any human. With this, however, the exception also comes with his resurrection where this aspect is considered more divinely given rather than humanly possible, where Jesus subsequently maintains both elements of divinity and humanity.   [9:  James F McGrath, John’s Apologetic Christology: Legitimation and Development in Johannine Christology, 1st ed. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001) p.85.]  [10:  Alister E McGrath, Christian Theology: An Introduction, (Wiley Blackwell, 2011) p.291.] 

Section 2- The Death and Resurrection of Jesus.
Bonhoeffer makes a great point about Jesus’ condemnation to death, where he states that “he has anguish as we do, it is his anguish. He is tempted as we are, it is his temptation. He is condemned as we are, but because he is condemned, we are saved through him.”[footnoteRef:11] This statement is important to firstly understand that Jesus was also a human as we are, experienced human loss, pain, weakness, suffering and eventually death. This does not matter, however, as through this death all other life can be created anew and brought through Jesus’ sacrifice. As McGrath mentions that “true knowledge of God and salvation must both therefore come from outside the human situation,”[footnoteRef:12]  this further implies that this understanding of Jesus and why Jesus came as a human was the only way that both God could become a part of creation on earth and also for the salvation of humanity, through God in Jesus. Where Jesus’ early life and teachings are significant in getting to know the way in which Jesus built his reputation in the ancient world, it is also crucial to highlight the next chapter of Jesus’ mission. With this, it is important to also highlight the build up to Jesus’ death and eventual resurrection to come, where McGrath highlights that “a central theme of mainstream Christian thought is that salvation, in the Christian sense of the term, is manifested in and through, and constituted on the basis of, the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.”[footnoteRef:13] There are many times in the Gospel of John where it is made reference to Jesus’ eventual death, including Jn. 3:14, Jn. 8:21-30, Jn. 10:1-18 and finally in his leaving discourses with the disciples in Jn.12-17. Importantly to highlight first is how Jesus states his death in such ways to the people he is telling, from ‘being lifted up,’ further adding to this knowledge that what is eventually to come, Jesus is preparing his disciples on what they can continue in his absence and that they will not be left fully alone, but that they will be guided further into a life without the physical Jesus.  [11:  Bonhoeffer, Christology (Collins Clear-Type Press, 1971) p.112.]  [12:  Alister E McGrath, Christian Theology: An Introduction, (Wiley Blackwell, 2011) p.287.]  [13:  Alister E McGrath, Christian Theology: An Introduction, (Wiley Blackwell, 2011) p.267.] 

Gerald O’Collins highlights an important aspect of Jesus’ path towards his eventual end, where he states that “by continuing his ministry, going to Jerusalem, and facing his opponents, Jesus indirectly brought about the fatal situation.”[footnoteRef:14] With this, it is evident that O’Collins is sure that by Jesus willingly going to Jerusalem and subsequently being arrested, that this brought about his fate, however Jesus knew of his fate prior to going to Jerusalem. Therefore, this was only a part of his journey that was meant to be eventually which is why Jesus followed through with what he was meant to do. Alan Richardson also highlights on the importance of this discourse, as he adds that “the Passion story was from the beginning an essential part of the Gospel preaching, and from the beginning it was found to have a wonderful power to convince men’s hearts.”[footnoteRef:15] This statement also highlights the significance of why the passion narrative is essential to understanding this eventual mission and end goal that was intended for Jesus, where it is clear that the intention of the sacrifice of Jesus was the main goal in his mission. Jn.19:17 differs from the other gospels in this sense that there is no mention of Simon of Cyrene, who helped Jesus carry his cross to Golgotha. In this narrative, it states that “so they took Jesus; and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called the Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha.” (Jn.19:16-17) To John, therefore, the divinity of Jesus is evident here where he purposely omits a helper from the narrative, showing that Jesus did not need any help to carry his own cross as he had the strength of God with him.  [14:  Gerald O’Collins, Christology: A Biblical, Historical and Systematic Study of Jesus, (Oxford University Press, 2009) p.69.]  [15:  Alan Richardson, An Introduction to the Theology of the New Testament, (SCM Press, 1958) p.186.] 

Stanley Porter comments on Jn.12:24-26 where he mentions that “using the image of wheat, which must die in order to bear fruit, the fourth gospel puts the suffering of Jesus’ followers in the same sphere of Jesus’ noble death,”[footnoteRef:16] this further adds to the significance of why Jesus’ death was eventual and ultimately essential in the salvation of not only the followers of Jesus but for humanity. Jean Zumstein also comments on this aspect where it is highlighted that “by referring to Jesus’ death and not to his resurrection with the terminology of elevation and glorification, the gospel says that the cross is a productive event, the place of victory rather than of a defeat.”[footnoteRef:17] This further adds to the narrative in the Gospel of John where the death of Jesus was not only necessary but was also not definitively the end, where it is important to consider the implications of what was to come next. Jesus’ words at his death are stated in Jn.19:30: ‘when Jesus had received the wine, he said, ‘it is finished.’ Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit,” further highlighting how even though this is considered the end of his life, he is not angry, sad or doubtful, he is aware that what he had set out to achieve has been achieved and his mission is complete through this act. Porter also adds to this by stating that “the Gospel narrative ascribes meaning to their suffering, showing how the suffering of Jesus and persecution were a part of bringing about God’s mission to the world.”[footnoteRef:18] With this, it further signifies that although suffering and death can be seen as a negative outcome of Jesus’ life, this was only the beginning of a new chapter in Christianity as we know it today. [16:  Stanley Porter, and Andrew W Pitts, Johannine Christology, 1st edn (Boston: BRILL, 2020) p.301.]  [17:  Jean Zumstein, ‘The Purpose of the Ministry and Death of Jesus in the Gospel of John’, in Judith M. Lieu, and Martinus C.de Boer (eds), The Oxford Handbook of Johannine Studies, Oxford Handbooks (2018; online edn, Oxford Academic, 10 Sept. 2018) p.339.]  [18:  Stanley Porter, and Andrew W Pitts, Johannine Christology, 1st edn (Boston: BRILL, 2020) p.303.] 

As Jesus ‘gave up his spirit’, D Moody Smith states that “theologically perceived, Jesus’ death is the crucial moment of God’s revelation and judgement in and through him… even as it opens the way to the future as the time of the risen and ascended Christ (20:17) and of the Spirit-Paraclete who continues and extends his revelation.”[footnoteRef:19] With this statement, it is evident also that much can be said from understanding this aspect as a way in which Jesus is perceived as the one who will return again after completing his mission. Bonhoeffer explores this further where he mentions that “as the one who bears our sin, and no one else, he is sinless, holy, eternal, the Lord, the Son of the Father,”[footnoteRef:20] this further highlight how the eventual death and resurrection of Jesus as being the end to his mission and finally being returned to God in peace. McGrath also adds to this where he mentions the way in which the importance of the coming of the Holy Spirit, through Jesus’ death, was only possible; “an important way of understanding the presence of God in Christ is by viewing Jesus as the bearer of the Holy Spirit.”[footnoteRef:21] With this statement, it is evident therefore that on Jesus’ death, it was essential through this action that the Holy Spirit was then able to come as his successor, as Moody Smith adds: “John presents the Spirit-Paraclete as the successor of Jesus who carries on his revelatory work, sustaining the disciples after the rupture represented by Jesus’ death.”[footnoteRef:22] With this, it is evident therefore that with the death of Jesus, this allowed for the spirit to come in Jesus’ place and guide the rest of humanity, from the time of Jesus’ death, in his works and teachings and to guide future generations to come. [19:  D Moody Smith, The Theology of the Gospel of John (Cambridge University Press: Cambridge, 1995) p.120.]  [20:  Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Christology (Collins Clear-Type Press, 1971) p.113.]  [21:  Alister E McGrath., Christian Theology: An Introduction, (Wiley Blackwell, 2011) p.289.]  [22:  D Moody Smith, The Theology of the Gospel of John (Cambridge University Press: Cambridge, 1995) p.143.] 

Conclusion
As explored throughout this essay, it is evident that there are many aspects relating to the life, works and eventual death and resurrection of Jesus that fully explores this significance, in the Gospel of John, where there was a purpose to his life and understanding this purpose is the main essence of understanding Christology. Where it is important to highlight the many significant aspects of Jesus’ life and works, where this was the beginning of his mission, however it is ultimately ended with the realisation of the true mission of Jesus where there is a larger message to be brought. Although immediately the miraculous birth of Jesus begins his path in life, it is eventually the significance leading up to the final goal that is most important within Christology in understanding both the reasons for Jesus’ life work and crucially his final message to be left after his resurrection to the world and what has come from this across history. Where it is evident that the early life work and teachings of Jesus are important in one sense to knowing Jesus’ way of life however what is eventually crucial to understanding why Jesus’ life was set out in the way that it was, it is important to highlight the significance of his death and subsequent resurrection that solidifies the whole meaning of his life and purpose for humanity. It is after the farewell discourses that we finally get to learn of the actual end that is expected of Jesus, where not only had he sacrificed himself for the greater good of humanity but how this sacrifice can aid the coming generations to come from this event. It is also important that while looking at the life, works, death and resurrection of Jesus, that much can be said of the necessity of his coming to earth, as the mediator between God and humanity, where the ultimate sacrifice was essentially necessary for the rest of humanity. In this sense, what has been highlighted within this essay is the significance of why Jesus’ life and subsequent events that resulted in his death and eventual resurrection have all got a purpose. This purpose, therefore, aims to highlight how Jesus’ early life and experiences have led him to his death and completing his mission on earth for the future generations to come, through his work. 
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