Character Biography
Adea-Eurydike: 
My character is Adea-Eurydike who was born around 337 BCE, just before Alexander the Great’s rise to power, with the name Adea.[footnoteRef:1] She was the granddaughter of Philip II of Macedon and Audata who was his first wife, making her the half-niece of Alexander the Great. Her name later changed to Eurydice, although it is unsure when. Soon after Eurydice was born, Philip II was murdered and thus, Alexander III ascended to the throne before her father Amyntas could lay any claim to it; this resulted in Alexander’s decision to have Amyntas executed. Subsequently, Eurydice’s mother Cynnane, left the Macedonian court and sought refuge in the country where she raised Eurydice in a considerably masculine manner of which included military training and endurance common to a male soldier; this was the custom of a higher Illyrian female, being that Cynnane descended from Illyricum through her mother Audata.[footnoteRef:2] Cynnane and Eurydice would remain in this political exile until Alexander’s death in 323. 											With Alexander the Great dead, the only traditionally eligible ruler of Macedonia was Arrhidaeus (son of Philip II and his wife Philinna), being the only male member of the Argead house at the time. Due to Arrhidaeus’ mental disability, the officers of Alexander hardly considered him to take over the kingship thus deciding that they would rule as regents over the kingdom until Alexander’s unborn child inside Roxanne came of age. This was not a favourable decision for many people within the army as they wished for Arrhidaeus to become king and so Arrhidaeus was given the throne in order to prevent any outburst of violence or civil war. Cynnane saw this as the perfect opportunity for herself and Eurydice to attain power within the Royal court by having Eurydice married to Arrhidaeus. Upon Cynnane and Eurydice fleeing Macedonia, Perdiccas sent Alcetas to arrest the two women to prevent the marriage which led to Cynnane being killed in the commotion of the intense encounter.[footnoteRef:3] 											When the army of Perdiccas discovered that Cynnane, a daughter of Philip II, was slain, they were appalled and forced Perdiccas to approve the marriage of Eurydice and Arrhidaeus.[footnoteRef:4] Eurydice married her uncle Philip III at only fourteen years of age, defying the intentions of the major political figures at the time showing her ambition to become powerful early on. Upon marrying Philip, she changed her name from Adea to Eurydice which was significant because the last ‘Eurydice’ in the Argead dynasty was the mother of Philip II who prevented the throne from being usurped by a ‘pretender’ called Pausanias. Eurydice planned to have the same influence through having children with Philip III and avert Alexander’s line of succession.[footnoteRef:5] 												After Perdiccas died, Eurydice attempted to win over the favour of the army by proclaiming how they had not been paid for a long time; she succeeded in doing this as her competence in public speaking was rousing the troops within the army and could have potentially led to a massive revolt against the other political figure heads. However, the influence that Eurydice was gaining over the troops quickly became undone as Antipater and Antigonus arrived at the camp and asserted their superiority as experienced male generals and further emphasising that Eurydice was merely a naive queen with no understanding of politics.[footnoteRef:6] 												 Polyperchon summoned Olympias to Macedonia in the hope that Cassander’s rebellion would waver; this made Eurydice fearful as Olympias would seek to kill her and Philip III and so she fled the camp of Polyperchon with her husband.[footnoteRef:7] Afterwards, Eurydice declared on behalf of Philip that Polyperchon was to be demoted and Cassander was to take his place as general.[footnoteRef:8]									Polyperchon with Olympias invaded western Macedonia with an army from Epirus to which Eurydice responded by raising her own army to defend. This would be the first Greek battle in which each side had opposing female commanders. As the two armies came together the Macedonian soldiers under Eurydice saw it as unfit to fight against the mother of Alexander the Great, thus they surrendered and went over to Olympias’ side, leaving Eurydice and Philip.[footnoteRef:9] Both Eurydice and Philip were captured and held prisoner and soon after Philip III was stabbed to death and Eurydice was forced to commit suicide in which she chose to hang herself.[footnoteRef:10]										Overall, the aims of my character Eurydice are obvious in that she wishes to attain power through using other politically prominent individuals and her main strength is prevalent as her ability to influence people through public speaking was clearly an important quality, able to gain the support of a mass of people. I will use this historical precedent as reasoning for my illustrious motifs and hopefully divert from Eurydice’s original fait and prevail in this Hellenistic world.     [1:  Encyclopedia ]  [2:  Arr. An. 92]  [3:  Carney, E. 2006. P. 73.]  [4:  Arr. An. 92.]  [5:  Encyclopedia]  [6:  Diod. 18.39.]  [7:  Diod. 19.11.]  [8:  Just. Epit. 14.5. ]  [9:  Just. Epit. 14.5.]  [10:  Carney, E. 2006. p. 75.] 
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