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Academic session 2016
Human Evolution 2018
The course may bear some similarity to the lecture programme outlined below. The course will consist of lectures and some practical sessions.  The lectures are Monday starting at 11.00 a.m. for three hours, in A01. 
Lecture  Programme 

Week one:  Introduction: models within palaeoanthropology
Introduction to the course. Evolutionary overview, meet the Ancestors and key debates
Week two: Early hominins: Birth of society or just the ability to walk? 

The Australopithecines and the emergence of the genus Homo 
Week three:
Social organisation: earliest egalitarians? Did hunting make us human? Social organisation of Homo erectus Tools and tool making, hunting-scavenging, provisioning… it’s the archaeology folks
Week four:  Culture contact culture conflict
The Neanderthals and Modern humans: Homo sapiens Symbolism, language, etc. Who’s got the smarts?
These sessions will cover such themes as origin of bipedalism, social organisation of early hominins, hunting scavenging debates, provisioning, language, physical anthropology, ritual and art. The main focus will be to understand how palaeoanthropologist use the fossil and archaeological records to construct narratives about the origins and nature of our past and present life histories. Most of these issues are linked to food provisioning and often hunting as the driver.
Reading Week Monday 26 February Reading Week NO SESSIONS 
Luci will follow after reading week.


Assessment: AHAC6015 Human Evolution 
First Assignment 28th March, 2018 t.b.c. (Ros will set the first assignment questions see list below)
Second Assignment 23rd May, 2018 t.b.c. (Luci will set the second assignment questions see her handbook)
Submission is through moodle by 12 midnight. on the deadline day (effectively 11.59 p.m.).
Reading will be posted on moodle on a topic by topic basis.
Level Six Essay Questions:  One essay of 3000 words one to be taken from the list below (your second essay will come from a list Luci has provided in the handbook for her part of the module). 
Essay titles

1. Restricting your answer to either bipedalism or stone tool making, discuss how effective palaeoanthropologists are at interpreting the social lives and/or behaviour from the fossil and/or archaeological records.
2. Critically assess the nature and value of primate studies as an evolutionary model when attempting to understand either the behaviour, social organisation or cognitive abilities of early hominins. (Please restrict your response to one example, such as language, or bipedalism, or……)
3. Looking at the palaeoanthropological evidence one could be excused for thinking there is a meat fixation, both in terms of looking at diet and mode of acquisition.  Critically explore the problems associated with the palaeoanthropological record and by defining such groups by subsistence patterns. 

4. Given the seeming paucity of the archaeological record alongside the very few truly hunter-gatherer groups today, to what extent can palaeoanthropologists ‘fully appreciate why and how humans evolved?’ (Ward, 2003: 77)

5. By knowing that Palaeolithic cultures engaged with art, how much better can we understand the artists?

Please understand that these questions have been constructed in line with the themes covered in the course. There is no objection to any student taking a particularly anthropological, archaeological, historical or otherwise approach. Please put on which ever hat you feel most comfortable with!
MARKING CRITERIA FOR THE ASSESSMENT OF WRITTEN WORK

With all assessment, judgments will include an element of subjectivity. However, the module coordinators are able to offer you the following indicators of performance to aid your progress. Please note the essay marking guidelines and the essay marking rubric for level 6 students will be adopted.
