


A Transcription of Federal Bureau of Investigation Records
Regarding the Activities a Black Panther Party Group
In 1970’s Connecticut  



· Introduction

This is a transcription of 7 pages from a 378-page transcript. It is a record of an investigation, conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation in 1970, into the Black Panther Party of New Haven Connecticut. The pages transcribed are numbers 4, 5, 18, 55, 56, 203, and 208. As this is an eclectic selection of documents, I have provided a key and a brief explanation for the transcription techniques used for each page. 
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· Key.
[bookmark: _Hlk59564614]/ New Line Start.
// New Paragraph or Section.
[ ] Missing text that I have added.
[sic] Acknowledgement of grammatical mistake within the text.
B All typed text is written in bold.
[unknown] Represents indecipherable text.
All the A’s and many of the N’s in this text are capitalised, I have not included this in the transcription as it would look too untidy.    










Big Man Speaking
1 He reed[sic] the manefesto.[sic] / (written by E.C) then proceede[d] / to explain its meaning. tha[t] [sic] / regardless of cost. the[sic] / BPP will Not let Bobby / be electrocuted //
2 He stated that it is / physically impossible fo[r] / U.S. aggression to continue /
in Vietnam, Combodra and Laos / and allow this country to / become involved in a race
war and maintain watch / dogs in Korea simultaneously[.] //
 Chairman Mao has promis[ed] / that he stands ready, wil[ling] / and able to supports us in / our struggle to overcome / U.S. oppression. . . Also our / comrade Kim Il Sung Said / that he would give a gun / to any revolutionary, fre[e] / ing himself as a revolut / ionist,
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3 He told the students that th[ey] / could no longer remain ne[ut] / ral, and let the B.P.P. go [it] / alone, even now they are murdering you on campus / for making reasonable de / mands for things you rig[ht] / fully deserves,[sic] so if you / got to die, why not die / fighting for better housi[ng] /better education and medic[al] / facilities. //
4 Within the Next 30 to 60 / days, I want you to make [up] / your mind to be ready [to] / Help rewrite the constitution of / Babylon;  [unknown]
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· Key
/ New Line Start.
// New Paragraph or Section.
[ ] Missing text that I have added.
[sic] Acknowledgement of grammatical mistake within the text.
B All typed text is written in bold.
[unknown] Represents indecipherable text.
This is a newspaper cutting mounted onto an official FBI form. 











F D-350 (Rev. 7-16-63) (mount clipping in space below)
Forum In The Round 
Local Panthers Spell Out Aims
By DAVID EDGERLY
Attacking the American gov- / ernment as racist and the econ- / omic systems as exploitative, / four members of the Hartford /chapter of the Black Panthers / told an audience of 30 middle /class white people Sunday about / their objectives. / The meeting in the Unitarian /Meeting House, 50 Bloomfield / Ave., was organised by the / church’s Social Responsibility /Committee as part of the com- / mittee’s “Forum in the Round.” / One of the first things the / Panthers explained was that / they had been misrepresented /as being simply a gang of / “Hoodlums.” / “We’re out to build up, not /tear down and we’ll only use / violence if we’re backed into / a corner by people trying to / rip (kill) us off the street,” / Thomas Corn explained. / As part of their “building / up” the panthers listed their / breakfast program, medical // 
centers and fight to educate / people not to use drugs. They / said that about 60-75 young- /sters are being fed in the / breakfast program and that / they hope to expand it as soon /as possible. / Corn also said the Panthers / aren’t racist but that they’re / trying to unite both the black / and white lower classes that / “are being railroaded by the / upper classes.” / Ultimately, according to Corn, / The Panthers hope to lead the / revolution to establish a gov- / ernment where “all the people / would have the power instead / of the pig capitalists.” / The term ‘pig’ is a Pan- / ther lexicon is “a low natured / beast” and is used to describe / anyone who stands in the way / of their revolution. The first / step in the revolution, accord- / ing to the Panthers, is complete / community control of such func- / tions as education, housing and / police protection. Another of the Panthers, Gre //
[gory Lane] [has] accused [unknown] [unknown] / [unknown] of being racist b[unknown] [unknown] / wasn’t doing enough [unknown] / employment, decent housing and education for the blacks in the / country. // 
“The government spends a lot / of time harassing the Panthers / but still hasn’t moved against / the white racists like the Ku / Klux Klan or the Minutemen,” / Lane charged. / The Panthers also said they / were tired of all the sympa- / thetic talk from the black and / white liberals and that the time / for “action” had come. / They condemned the older / generation of civil rights work- / ers as being naïve for not re- / cognizing “the racist nature of / the U.S. government.” / “Martin Luther King was a / dynamic brother but he was al- / so a fool for not recognizing / who he was dealing with. He / actually thought the pigs were / going to voluntarily change / their ways,” Corn said.

Cc:  Gregory Lane
Thomas Corn 157-1755
BPP_ Ideology 157-1426
Cecil Hanegan 157-1563
1-100-19186-Sub4
1-157-1079
(Indicate page, name of newspaper, city and state.) //
Hartford Courant /
P 35 / Date: 4-20-70 / Edition: / Author: / Editor: / Title: / Character: /Or / Classification: /
Submitting Officer: / Being Investigated / 157 1079 / 157 1079
SEARCHED_  / INDEXED_ / 
SEREALIZED [UNKNOWN SIGNATURE] FILED [UNKNOWN SIGNATURE] /
APP 2 1970 / FBI_ NEW HAVEN / 
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· [bookmark: _Hlk59611542]Key
/ New Line Start.
// New Paragraph or Section.
B All typed text is written in bold.
[unknown] Represents indecipherable text.
In this transcription the date format has been changed from how it is recorded in the original document by substituting forward slashes for dashes, this is to reduce confusion with the forward slashes used to denote new lines and new paragraphs.












SAC, NEW HAVEN (100-19186)   8-11-70 / S.A THOMAS F. MC GORRAY / BPP / RM
On 8-6-70 [obscured] furnished the enclosed BPP handout entitled / 
“Hartford’s Fascist Pig’s Strike Again.” A source furnished / 
this pamphlet and stated it was being distributed throughout /
the Hartford area as of 8-6-70. This handout refers to recent /
arrest of NCCF members in Hartford area and was reportedly /
put out by “The Hartford NCCF, 135 Barbour St. , Hartford, Conn.” //
The original copy of referenced handout is being maintained /
for evidentiary purposes in 100-19186-Sub M and will be / 
reported appropriately in the next evidentiary report. //
LEADS / AT HARTFORD, CONN. / Will identify ALAN, LOTTIE, and TOMMY (possibly Tom Corn) / at Hartford. //
1 100-19186 / 1 157-1079 / 1 157-1268 Cornell Wright / 1 157-1310 Bruce Riles /
1 157-1897 James Young / 1 157-1754 Gregory Lane / 1 157-1755 Tom Corn / TFM: eam / (7) //
157-1079-236 / SEARCHED_ INDEXED_ / SERIALIZED_ FILED_ / AUG 11 1970 / 
FBI- NEW HAVEN / [Unknown Signature] //
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· Key
/ New Line Start.
// New Paragraph or Section.
B All typed text is written in bold.
This text is the handout referred to by the previous text.










HARTFORD’S RACIST PIGS STRIKE / AGAIN!
PIGS RAIDED THE NCCF OFFICE ON / SATURDAY NIGHT AND ARRESTED TEN / 
NCCF MEMBERS. //
THEY DESTROYED ALL OF THE PEOPLE’S / 
CLOTHING FOR THE “FREE CLOTHING PROGR[AMME] /
STOLE $200.00 OF THE PEOPLE’S MONEY / STOLE FILES AND RECORDS. THE OFFICE WAS /
TOTALLY DESTROYED. WE’RE ASKING THE / PEOPLE TO COME TO THE OFFICE AND /
SEE FOR YOURSELF WHAT THESE PIGS / DID. ONLY YOU CAN JUDGE THEIR ACT[IONS.] //
BROTHERS AND SISTERS ARE BEING RAILROA[DED] / 
ON TRUMPED UP CHARGES: CONSPIRACY TO ASSA[AULT] / 
WITH INTENT TO COMMIT MURDER, AND POSSESS[ION] / 
OF MARIJUANA AND CONSPIRACY TO VIOLATE / 
NARCOTIC LAWS, ALAN, LOTTIE, CORNELL, BR[UCE] / 
ARTHUR, JAMES, GREGORY, TOMMY AND A[LL] / 
OTHER POLITICAL PRISONERS MUST BE SET / FREE! /
DEATH TO THE PIGS / HARTFORD NCCF / 135 BARBROOK ST /
NW 12540 Doc Id: 59168087 Page 56 
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· Key
/ New Line Start.
// New Paragraph or Section.
[ ] Missing text that I have added.
[sic] Acknowledgement of grammatical mistake within the text.
B All typed text is written in bold.
[INT OBS] depicts text that has been intentionally obscured.











HARTFORD POLICE DEPARTMENT //
STATE OF CONNECTICUT / COUNTY OF HARTFORD /
CITY OF HARTFORD / 155 MORGAN STREET / DETECTIVE DECISION / A.M. /                          12 P.M. BEGAN / STATEMENT / FOIA (b) (7) //
I [Int Obs] give the following statement on my own / free will and accord, without fear, threat, or promise, knowing full well it may / be used against myself or others in court. //
I LIVE AT [INT OBS]. / I’VE BEEN IN HARTFORD APPROXIMATELY FIVE MONTHS. BEFORE COMING TO HART- / FORD I LIVED IN [INT OBS]. I AM GIVING THIS STATEMENT UNDER MY OWN / FREE WILL, WITHOUT ANY PROMISES HAVING BEEN GIVEN TO ME. //
ABOUT THREE WEEKS AGO I WAS AT MY PREVIOUS HOME OF [INT OBS] / THE THIRD FLOOR LEFT HAND SIDE. I WAS ON THE BACK PORCH WITH [INT OBS], / AND HIS WIFE. I’VE KNOWN [INT OBS] SINCE I CAME TO HARTFORD AND MOVED IN / THE APARTMENT ACROSS THE HALL FROM HIM. I DON’T LIKE [INT OBS] BECAUSE HE SHOT / AT ME ABOUT A MONTH AGO WITH HIS 22 CAL. MAGNUM PISTAL.[sic] ON THE NIGHT I’AM [sic] / TALKING ABOUT ON THE BACK PORCH [INT OBS] STATED THAT HE HAD SOME DYNAMITE, AND / HE ASKED IF I WANTED TO SEE IT. I SAID YES AND [INT OBS] WENT INTO THE HOUSE / AND GOT THE DYNAMITE OUT OF THE REFRIGERATOR. THE DYNAMITE WAS COLD WHEN / HE BROUGHT IT ONTO THE PORCH AND HAD ICE ON IT. [INT OBS] BROUGHT OUT TWO BLOCKS / OF THT, [sic] AND ABOUT 22 STICKS OF DYNAMITE. [INT OBS] ASKED ME TO READ WHAT IT SAID / ON THE TNT. THE WRITING ON THE TNT SAID TO PUSH THE HOLES IN ON EITHER [END] / AFTER READING WHAT IT SAID ON THE TNT [INT OBS] POINTED TO THE STICKS OF DYNA[MITE] / AND SAID “I’AM [sic] GOING TO USE THIS.” I SAID FOR WHAT, AND [INT OBS] SAID “THIS W[ILL] / TAKE DOWN THE WHOLE POLICE STATION”. WHILE [INT OBS] WAS HANDLING THE DYNAMITE / A LITTLE OF IT FELL ON THE PORCH AND [INT OBS] SAID GET A MATCH AND LIGHT IT. [I] / DID IT AND IT BEGAN TO BURN. I THEN PUT THE FIRE OUT. //
       Wednesday [unknown signature]
 ON THURSDAY NIGHT ABOUT 11:30PM I WAS ON THE BACK PORCH AT [INT OBS] / WITH [INT OBS], AND WE SAW POLICEMEN COMING DOWN THE STREET. [INT OBS] HAD H[IS] / 22CAL. PISTAL[sic] WITH HIM. he [sic] took the pistal[sic] out AND FIRED ONE SHOT AT A PO[LICE] / MAN NEAR THE SERVICE STATION ON CAPEN ST. THEN HE FIRED ONE MORE SHOT AT / THIS POLICE MAN. THIS POLICEMAN WAS TRYING TO SEE WHERE THE SHOT HAD CO[ME] / FROM. HE THEN FIRED TWO MORE SHOTS RAPIDLY AT THE POLICEMAN. AS THE POLI[CE] / BEGAN TO COME UP THE BACK STAIRS OF THE HOUSE [INT OBS] PUT THE GUN IN A HOL[E.] //
A.M. / P.M. ENDED // 
The above statement is true and correct to the best of my belief. //
[unknown signature] [INT OBS] //
WINESSED //
Sworn and subscribed to before me this 4 day of august 1970 / in accordance with public act G. S. 1-24 //
[unknown signature]  
signature and rank //
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· Key
/ New Line Start.
// New Paragraph or Section.
B All typed text is written in bold.
[unknown] Represents indecipherable text.
In this transcription the date format has been changed from how it is recorded in the original document by substituting forward slashes for dashes, this is to reduce confusion with the forward slashes used to denote new lines and new paragraphs.











FD-209 (Rev. 9-8-70) / OPTIONAL FORM NO 10 / MAY 1962 EDITION / 
GSA FPMR (d) CFR) 101-11.6 /
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT / MEMORANDUM /
TO: SAC , NEW HAVEN [OBSCURED] DATE: 9-30-70 /
FROM: SA RICHARD C. HENRY TE CE SI R / PC PCI PSI R (PROB) / PRI-GHETTO /
Dates Of Contact 9/9/70, 9/14/70, 9/18/70, 9/23/70, 9/30/70. /
File #s on which contacted (Use Titles if File #s not available or when CI provides positive information) / 157-1079 157-1753 / 157-533 / 157-2304 / 157-2331 / 157-2330 /             100-19742 / Purpose and results of contact / X NEGATIVE / X POSITIVE / STATISTIC / 
 157-1079, 100-1971/2, 157-1753 //                                          
On 9-18-70 source confirmed the Black Panther / headquarters in Hartford, Connecticut, has been moved / from 135 Bardner St. to 1095 Albruy Ave. , Hartford. // 
On 9-23-70, source advised that the NOI / Mosque # 14 has been moved from 40 Albruy Ave. to / another location somewhere in the north end of Hartford. / He will attempt to determine its new location. //
On 9-14-70, source advised that Davy Williams / is living with his father on Vine St. , Hartford, and has / been with manpower, dnc. , Hartford, for a few weeks. //
Has informant shown any indication of emotional instability, emotional unreliability or / furnishing false information? //
Informant certified that he has furnished all information obtained / by him since last contact. //
Coverage GOOD 157-1079-258 / 190-240 / PERSONAL DATA //
1-(170-240) 1-(100-197 [the rest of this number is obscured by an illegible signature] /          1-(157-1753) // SEARCHED_ INDEXED_ SERIALIZED KBR FILED KBR SEP 30 1970 FBI- NEW HAVEN [unknown signature] //
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BPP
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On 8/6/70°01% () furnished the enclosed BPP handout entitled

"Hartford's Fascist Pigs Strike Again." A source furnished

this pamphlet and stated it was being distributed throughout
the Hartford area as of 8/6/70. This handout refers.to recent
arrest of NCCF members in Hartford area and was reportedly

put out by "The Hartford NCCF, 135 Barbour St., Hartford, Conn."

The original copy of referenced handout is being maintained
for evidentiary purposes in 100-19186-Sub M and will be
reported appropriately in the next evidentiary repart.
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

-

-~ Ty BAVID EDGERLY ~

Altacking the American gov-
ernment as racist and the econ-
omic system as exploitaive,
four members of ihe Hartford
chapter, of the Black Panthers
told an audience of 30 middle
class white puople Sunday about
theit objectives.

The meeling. in the Unitarian .
Meeting House. 50 - Bloomfield
Ave.. was organized by the
church’s  Sacial Responsibility
Commitlee as part of the com-
miltee’s *“Forum in the Round.”

One of the first things the
Panthers  explained was  that
they had been misrepresented
tas being simply a gang of
“hoodlums.”

“We're out fo build up, not
tear down and we'll only use
violence if we're backed into

‘2 corner by people trying io
rip (kill) us off the street,”
Thomas C C explained.
SRS Tpartof their -“building
‘up” the Panthers listed their

“breakfast program, &

- BFP-
bt

"cc'u(crs and fight to e
people not to use drugs.

2 - (JL#?:')H;
chwqoa Cpere 157-795S

j57-1924

159-/5¢3

said that about 60 to 75 young-
slers are heing fed. in the
breakfast program and that
they hope to .expand it as suon
as possible.

Corn also said the Panlhers
aren!t racist but that they're
trying to unile both the.black
and, white lower classes that
“aré being rallmaded by the
upper classes.”

Ultimately, according to Corn
the Panthers hope to lead the
revolution o establish a gov-
ernment where “all the:people
would have the powex mslead
of the pig capitalists.

The term “pig” in the Pan-
ther lexicon is “a low natured
beast” and is used to describe
anyone who stands in the way
of their revolution. -The first
step in the revolution, accord-
ing to the Panthers, is complete
community control of siich func-
tions as education, housing and

~police protection.
medical N

Stlestt 7-7

/s erieg et

- Another of the Panthers _QLeg their ways,” Corn said. '

" racist b.
n‘.nt doing enough* i
employment, decent housmg
education for ‘the blacks in tt:t

country.
“The government spends a lot .

of time harassing the Panthers

but still hasn't moved against {

the white ‘racists like the Klu ,
Klux Xlan .or the Minutemen,” .
Lane charged.

The Panthers also said they
were tired of all the sympa- :
thelic talk from the black and
white liberals and that the time
for “action” had come.

They condemned the older
generation of civil rights work-
ers as being naive for not re-
cogrizing “the racist nature of .
the U.S. goevrnment.”.

“‘Martin Luther ng ‘was a’
dynanuc brother but he was al- -
s0 ‘a’ fool for mot recogniz;
Wwho he-was dealing with. r;!e
actually thought the pigs were .
going " to voluntarily chayge:
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