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Good quality education is a privilege that not everyone in the world has access to, there are many factors that define a good quality education, consistency, positive learning outcomes, retention of knowledge gained, access and a safe and positive environment, this is just a few attributes that are contributed to a good quality education, and there are many countries across the globe that don’t get to experience these as a standard, countries like Pakistan for example, Pakistan is a country in south Asia, it has the worlds 5th largest population with over 241 million people living there, it is an Islamic state and has been under Islamic constitution since 1973 with 96% of its population being Muslim. At the moment Pakistan and Afghanistan are in an open war with each other with conflict at their borders. There has been a lot of political instability in Pakistan, and it has caused issues across the whole country, “In 2022, Pakistan experienced a trifecta of challenges, as political unrest, an economic crisis, and destructive floods gripped the nation. Economically, the country is grappling with severe inflation, a declining currency, and critically low foreign reserves, posing significant concerns for its financial stability.” (Wikipedia, no date). According to global finance Pakistan is the 45th poorest country in the world, global finance touches upon the fact that the country is poor due to a lack of safe infrastructure and low literacy rates, meaning that from a trade perspective they are unreliable “Other weaknesses include the prevalence of a large informal sector and a low literacy rate, reliance on imports, geopolitical tensions and security concerns.” (Global Finance Magazine, 2026), this is a indication that education in Pakistan is not at a level where it should be to qualify as supplying a ‘quality’ education to their youth or even to their adults, the lack of finance. Other barriers that they are faced with in Pakistan is gender inequality, not just in education but in everyday life, “In June 2025, Pakistan was ranked last out of 148 countries in the World Economic Forum’s Global Gender Gap Index.  highlighting that over 66 million women are engaged in unpaid domestic work, a stark reminder of how deeply entrenched gender roles remain.” (Shah, 2025). In 2025 Pakistan launched a SDG-4 (sustainable development goal 4) for education in hopes that by 2030 they will see progress in education. The organisation UNICEF aim to help children across the globe have access to good quality education and work hard at putting things in place to make that achievement come to fruition, Articles 28 and 29 and really impactful articles that focus on these goals, for example in their own words “Article 28 (right to education) Every child has the right to an education. Primary education must be free and different forms of secondary education must be available to every child. Discipline in schools must respect children’s dignity and their rights. Richer countries must help poorer countries achieve this. article 29 (goals of education) Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full. It must encourage the child’s respect for human rights, as well as respect for their parents, their own and other cultures, and the environment.” (UNICEF UK, 2019). 
In Pakistan the education system has been colonised by the British and they follow the British colonial rule, this completely changed the way of education in Pakistan and it created a lot of barriers on top of existing ones, it created a very ‘western’ way of learning, following British education traditions like a and o levels, and even encouragement of uniforms that look similar to a western school, Western education comes with western ideology and this caused Pakistani people to adapt new ways of thinking and social norms that are different to the ones that the indigenous people of Pakistan follow , this naturally causes a social divide between educated people and un educated people “Colonial education across India, Pakistan and Singapore was deeply exclusionary, privileging elites through selective access and English-medium schooling, while sidelining local communities and languages. This produced cultural monopolies, where education reinforced elite reproduction. These hierarchies continue to shape contemporary systems: in Pakistan Colonial education across India, Pakistan and Singapore was deeply exclusionary, privileging elites through selective access and English-medium schooling, while sidelining local communities and languages. This produced cultural monopolies, where education reinforced elite reproduction. These hierarchies continue to shape contemporary systems: in Pakistan, private English-medium schools reproduce colonial class division, private English-medium schools reproduce colonial class divisions” (Madad, 2025) this British rule ended in Pakistan in 1947, but the repercussions followed for generations. Pakistan still follows a two tier education system that appears to maintain the divide in the education system, a higher tier education which is English medium schools who are aimed at the education of the rich, and the regional language schools are for the rest of the country, the English schools still offer access to a levels. 
A enormous barrier to learning faced in Pakistan is gender inequality towards females, it has many contributing factors and is a problem that has been faced for generations, as the way of living is different in Pakistan and women and girls are seen to be more ‘useful’ at home so education isn’t deemed as a necessity, however the world is changing and women are in Pakistan are more forthcoming with wanting an education and this is why organisations like UNICEF are an important part of the progression of the education in the country and close by countries, in rural areas of Pakistan the enrolment levels are low , meaning that its very common for females to not attend school at all, they are expected to learn at home about household jobs rather than academic learning in schools, this type of duty is expected of them from a young age meaning that they do not have time to attend school and carry out their duties at home, young women in Pakistan often are married young and have children young this also is a massive barrier to being able to attend school as they have maternal duties and would not be able to leave the home to attend school, it is believed that in Pakistan 1 in 3 girls will marry before they turn 18, research shows that girls who are from lower income households or girls who live in rural areas are most likely to marry young(UNFPA, 2026) “Child marriage robs girls of their childhood and future prospects. Girls who marry are less likely to finish school and are at higher risk of domestic violence, abuse and health issues. Young girls aged 15-19 have had the highest reported cases of domestic violence in the last 12 months (24.3%” (UNFPA Pakistan, 2026) Studies by the world bank state that Pakistan has one of the highest number of out of school children in the world with 54% of that being girls, they also state that on average a child who starts school at 4 will typically only do 4.8 years of actual education , which is stark difference to countries like the UK or America who typically do around 14-15 years of education, this would have a massive impact on literacy and numeracy levels in Pakistan, “At 14 years of age, the enrolment rate falls to 56 percent for girls, but the enrolment rate for boys remains above 70 percent. Overall, an 11-year-old girl is 9 percentage points less likely to be enrolled in school than a boy, and 13 percentage points less likely to be enrolled in school by age 13.” (Barón et al., 2024). Inclusive education is a major downfall in Pakistan, children and girls with disabilities are highly unlikely to ever be enrolled into school, “In Pakistan, 96% children with disabilities are out of school and are unreached for any educational services.” (Manzoor, Hameed and Nabeel, 2016), this number is enormous and it really shines the light on the stark reality that education system is behind in Pakistan compared to countries like the UK where there are dedicated schools and units for children with disabilities to ensure that everyone has a fair chance and access to an education, many children wont be able to attend school with disabilities as they would have no way of getting there, and there would be nothing put in place for them to have easier access to getting to school. There is a large number of areas in Pakistan mostly rural that are facing issues of lack of female teachers, this is another contributing factor towards young girls going to school as it is a cultural norm to discourage girls from attending schools with just male teachers, this makes the already hard task , harder for them as it is a vicious cycle , as girls are less likely to be educated past primary age that means naturally there will be less female teachers, which continues the cycle of young girls not being able to go to school, “ only 41% of primary school teachers are female, and this figure drops to 35% in rural regions.” (Naqvi, 2025). Article 29 states that education should help children develop their personality and help with equality, talents and mental and physical abilities, however there is not enough in place in Pakistan to enforce this, the implementation of this is weak and there is still a massive shortage of gender equality in Pakistan , especially in education, there’s also an inequality with social status, in western countries even poor families have access to education however in Pakistan , this is not always the case , and poor families and rural families really take the hit when it comes to their education. Pakistan has made efforts to improve their education system by putting things in place like the national education policy, SDG alignment and even gender parity commitments where Pakistan are trying to work on their gender equality issues, however these things aren’t being implemented strongly meaning that the deeply rooted social norms are still in action and will take a lot of work to unpick, there is still the issue of teacher shortages , due to lack of education especially female teachers. 
Another key issue that they face in Pakistan that sets up a barrier to learning and education is child labour, children who are used for labour will be removed from school or never enrolled to start with, according to the US department of labour Pakistan is one of the worst countries for child labour due to lack of education and severe poverty, “In 2024, labour and criminal law enforcement agencies in Pakistan took actions to address child labour. However, insufficient human and financial resources, as well as corruption, hindered enforcement efforts.” (U.S. Department of Labor, no date) it is believed that around 12 million children from Pakistan are subjected to child labour, with the minimum age to work is 14 however the law is not enforced heavily meaning children much younger end up in physically challenging jobs in order to earn an extra income for families, there have been cases that have caused heavy criticism in Pakistan and it’s the case of Zohra Shah , the research society of national law reported that she was an 8 year old girl who was sent off to be a maid for a family and her employers abused her and beat her so badly she passed away, her family where reported to say that they deeply regretted their decision but due to her father losing his job they were desperate for an extra income, his son refused to work and as there is an already gender equality imbalance, the son would have taken priority to the daughter, this is a deeply sad case that sparked conversation in Pakistan but with a weak law enforcement, the foundations of the system have remained the same, “Pakistan’s lack of funds and resources invested in the education sector also proves to be a hindrance in combating child labour. The problem with academic institutions is that appropriate funding is necessary for sufficient and high-quality education. However, Pakistan’s budget is highly volatile due to the country’s mounting international debts, which leaves a lesser portion of its budget for important sectors such as education” (Rehman, 2023). A barrier is the infrastructure of Pakistan, due to the poorer rural parts being under funded and the country being in debt, there are lots of things that will stop children attending school, bad roads, unstable pavements, school buildings being unstable and unsafe for children and staff to use, this can cause issues for transport , if the roads aren’t safe transport wont be able to use them, and walking would also be unsafe , teachers wont want work in unsafe school buildings causing the lack of teaching staff to be more significant, a lot of rural areas have unsafe drinking water and no access to food , so during a long day in school it would be a risk to send your children to school not knowing If they could eat or drink safely, some areas may have limited electricity and most areas won’t have access to internet connection which can really limit the resources they can use in school, a lot of these rural areas are underfunded which means that the issues they face wont be resolved, which is why children’s parents or guardians often opt to remove their children from school due to lack of safety, and consistency. Human capital theory is the theory that education drives economic growth which in the case of Pakistan , could be a fundamental way of helping resolve some of the issues they face, however a country that is so deeply rooted in their ways, it will take a lot of work to be able to implement this and would need a lot of cooperation from society. 
There are a lot of things that Pakistan have done to try and eradicate these issues, such as putting in place constitutional right to education which is a legislation that vows to supply free education to everyone in Pakistan, it is also reported that enrolment rates are rising, slowly but still on the rise. SDG reports that poverty is improving In Pakistan and this will have a positive effect on education in Pakistan “Overall, the report assesses Pakistan's progress on the SDGs as “modest.” Pakistan's progress on SDG 1 (no poverty) is steady. Poverty consistently declined in the period from 2014-2015 until 2018-2019, with 9.3 million people lifted out of poverty, based on the national poverty line.” (Cheema, 2025). Pakistan is working on rectifying the issues in the country surrounding gender inequality, they put in place the gender policy reform framework to try and reduce the inequalities that women face, they have put a plan in place to change the social norms that are currently in place, this will also have a positive impact on education for women in Pakistan, as it will encourage them to gain knowledge and then they will have in theory more equal opportunities to grow up and get jobs rather than be a house wife or maid. Although Pakistan is working towards these issues there are still many issues that they still face, the rural areas of Pakistan still face severe inequalities , with child marriage, lack of education and poor infrastructure it is easy for the inequalities to fall through the system and the system is not strong enough to police the legislations that have been put in place, the issues of gender inequality although worse in the rural areas are still very present in the rest of Pakistan also with social norms across the country men and boys are given more opportunities than women and girls, the underfunding in Pakistan and the debts they are in are one of the biggest contributing factors in why the education in Pakistan is at such a low level and why they are unable to provide a good quality of education, the colonisation of Pakistan caused a class and wealth divide , and due to the lack of funding in the country if you are not rich, you wont get a good quality education, and the ‘good quality’ education could be questioned as it is a very westernised education, so it might not even be very relevant to the life they will be living in Pakistan, this will naturally cause a divide also as English is heavily taught and English traditions, the educated will have different ideas of social norms and traditions to their neighbours who were not in a position to be educated at the same standard.
To move forward Pakistan could work towards employing more female teachers in rural areas, and ensure that budgeting is put towards gender equality ensuring that females get equal opportunities to the males in all aspects of their early life and as they go into adult hood, listening to communities and working with them to make positive changes and making sure there is a safe learning environment for all will positively impact the country and more education will help with more employment and in turn hope to eradicate some poverty and debts. 
To conclude there are still a lot of challenges faced in Pakistan surrounding education and equality, but they are slowly working towards these issues; by putting legislations in place and working towards a more equal country for everyone, it is going at a slow rate, but it is moving forward in a positive way. There has been a small rise in enrolment across Pakistan and that is a positive for all the Pakistan women and children, in turn this will work towards ridding of the current social norms and in turn hope to make women a more equal part of society and women can live their lives for themselves and not for others, to be more than just a house wife or maid and to go on to have careers of their own and help provide for their families in other ways, where the education has been westernised , there are some elements of western living that could be brought to Pakistan like women having educations and full time jobs equally to men.   
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