In this assignment we will be discussing how crime and anti social behaviour affects local communities and will also go into detail describing what exactly crime and anti social behaviour are and the impact that they have on victims and communities, what constitutes effective and appropriate police action, what impact crime and anti social behaviour has on current as well future trust between both communities and the police themselves and how exactly the police go about preventing and responding to crime and  anti social behaviour In communities and the different methods and they have at their disposal and employ when face with these issues, we will also be using real life high profile cases such as the George Floyed case to gauge a better understanding of the issue and it’s intricacies. Our thesis about this issue regarding crime and anti social behaviour is that they are both common and serious issues that the police have to deal with and believe that the police possess capable and effective methods and strategies at their disposal to combat these issues and lower the risk of them occurring. 

To begin with it’s important to understand what exactly is meant by both of the terms crime and anti social behaviour, Crime itself is defined as an action or behaviour that is acted upon with the intent to break, violate or undermine the law in some capacity which is further backed when we take a look at the definition as defined by (Lexis Nexis, n.d.) ‘’A crime or criminal act is any criminal offence and may include complete and attempted offences.’’ Anti social behaviour is similar to a crime but as pointed out by (East Staffordshire Borough Council, n.d.) ‘’Anti social behaviour is not something that exists as an offence in its own right.’’ and also by (Metropolitan Police, n.d) ‘’Anti social behaviour is defined as behaviour by a person which causes or is likely to cause, harassment or distress to persons not of the same household as the person’’ so while anti social behaviour may cause certain offences such as harassment or alarm to individuals which could be considered different to crime as these offences could potentially include minor offences such as graffiti or causing a noise nuisance. The main difference between the two and how most people will usually differentiate the both of them will usually be by taking a look at the level of severity where as crime and criminal behaviour will typically be defined as being more sever in nature and may involve serious harm or threat of harm to a person or property and will also typically receive more attention from the police and offenders will receive more serious consequences for committing these types of offences such as convictions. Anti social behaviour will usually be regarded as less of a priority for police as these types of actions will not stand to cause much harm to members of the public and are instead most often addressed with the issuing of fines, warnings or community service in some cases.

Now that the definitions of both crime and Anti social behaviour have been covered we can begin to look at and discuss the impact of them both on Victims and Communities. The first important thing to understand is the impact these both have on victims and just how much of a role they have to play in victims' daily lives after these acts and offences have been perpetrated which as stated by (Home office, n.d) ‘’implications of ASB include negative mental health, such as living in fear and increased stress and anxiety, leading to experiences of panic attacks and depression.’’ as for the effects and impacts that crime has on local communities these are described by (office for national statistics, 2022) as providing an ‘’increased fear of crime as well as an increased usage of health and victim services.’’ effectively meaning that local communities could develop a fear of crime or anti social behaviour occurring in their local communities which could lead to further problems down the line,  as for the increased use of health and victim services these could lead to an increased amount of resources being needed by the police to be able to allocate support for all the victims which could be instead allocated elsewhere in possibly more concerning matters. Another big impact that crime and anti social behaviour could have on a local community Is that it serve to bolster other criminal elements in the area as it would reduce trust in the police by community members and allow possible criminals in these same communities to fell as if they are above the law and feel less threatened by any form of action being taken by the police should they decide to start committing crimes, a good example of this is referred to as the ‘broken window theory’ which essentially means that ‘’low level disorder must be tackled quickly or else the problems will quickly escalate leading to potentially more serious crimes happening later on and  repeating the cycle of crime.’’(College of policing, 2021) 




The next important facet of policing we will discuss is what effective and appropriate steps the police take in order to deal with some of the previously mentioned issues regarding crime and anti social behaviour. The first thing that’s important to understand is that truly effective policing usually involves effectively managing both enforcement of the law as well as community engagement and being able to reliably use feedback gathered from within and around the community to inform future decision making on how to deal with specific problems when they arise and to help be prepared for them when they do so. While keeping all of this in mind it’s especially important that when tackling community related issues that the police work towards the aim of addressing the root causes of both crime and anti social behaviour and not just the react and respond to the symptoms and effects after these crimes and offences have already been committed which is also why the police take an approach of not only listening to feedback received from local communities but also gather their own sets of data using their very own analysts and data gathers to inform their decision making and will tend to attempt to assess ‘’the scale of victimisation and where it is occurring, the impact of organised crime on communities as well as the nature of organised crime that has a local impact.’’ (Police Foundation, n.d.). by using this method and applying all the data and information they gather to inform their policing and decision making when taking a look at these local communities they can identify the root cause of the problems at hand, identify at risk individuals and form an effective plan or countermeasure to prevent any of these problems from occurring at all in the first place.

Next we will be taking a look at the impact crime and anti social behaviour has on the trust and relationships shared between the community and the police. Trust between the public and the police is a key and integral part of police and without it the police’s duties can be become increasingly difficult as they largely rely on community response and feedback to help them in their course of their duties of dealing with crime and keeping the public safe. Past historical or recent events of police misconduct or injustice could easily result in leaving a major negative impact on relations between the public and the police which could prove to be difficult to resolve, a good example of something very similar to this occurring can be seen when taking a look at the George Floyed case in America  which was the result of a black man named George Floyed being unjustly killed by a police officer which caused major changes not only in the public’s perception of the police but also in the way that the police would perform their duties afterwards. The first big change that was seen after the case of George Floyed’s death was the backlash received from Minority groups throughout America as well as the ‘’increase in violent crime calls observed in New York which was greatest in areas where the majority of residents were Black,’’ (Brantingham et al, 2022). Even when looking at non crime statistics and instead looking at the emotional and mental health effects that the death of George Floyed had it is still clear that major results were felt by some as shown in a study by (J.C.Eichstaedt et al, 2021) which found data ‘that suggests that Black Americans had significantly larger increases in depression and anxiety related symptom severity following George Floyd’s death than White Americans did.’’ the death of George Floyed also sparked major civil unrest in the United States and also helped progress the Black lives Matter movement across the globe and helped the movement receive more attention the public as it would be used as a stage for Black people to voice their opinions and concerns as well increase the amount of protests centred around Black people. With the repercussions that emerged from the death of George Floyed and public outrage that followed by ethnically diverse minorities especially back people it only further served to ingrain the value of community policing methods such as community outreach programs which would be undertaken by the police in the efforts of achieving the goals of ‘’creating more opportunities for police and community members to engage in positive ways and develop a greater understanding and relationship between each other.’’ (Transformations Treatment Centre, n.d.). 


The prevention of crime and anti social behaviour may be considered just as important if not more than the responding to it as prevents the occurrence of any victims, harm or criminal damage in the first place and helps to not only helps to establish the root cause of key issues and crime patterns plaguing a community but also implement effective means and strategies to combat these issues as well as test out new innovative plans and ideas that could serve to support further communities in the future. Some of these already available policing strategies that are actively applied to prevent crime and anti social behaviour include adding surveillance technology and increasing police presence in certain areas that are deemed at risk of being targeted by criminal elements. Other policing strategies that are also just as effective as those already mentioned include ‘’hot spot policing and community oriented policing which is being implemented in several countries to prevent crime and strengthen cooperation between police and the citizens they serve.’’ (United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, n.d.) being able to effectively create and apply these policing methods and continue to evolve them as new criminal data and information becomes available is one the most parts of community policing and creating an effective deterrence to criminal behaviour and activity to create a safe environment for the public as a whole.  it’s also widely agreed upon and even substantiated by an official article by (College of Policing n.d.) that the best ways to reduce crime and decrease the chance of people offending includes ‘’increasing the chance of being caught as a deterrence, reducing opportunities for crime to be committed and winning the hearts and minds of the public.’’


To conclude after the examination and analysis of how exactly crime and anti social behaviour have an impact on local communities, we can now see that there is a lot of complex decision making and information gathering needed to be done by the police in order to for the police to adapt to the everchanging danger that crime and anti social behaviour poses to both individual victims as well as larger communities in general. It is clear that both effect police action and engagement with the publics feedback as well as building a health and lasting relationship between the police and the public are all equally important aspects of community policing and preventing crime and anti social behaviour, and that in order for it to be truly effective it requires collaboration and commitment from both sides and is not only the sole responsibility of the police to manage but also the role of public to be there to support them in handling this responsibility
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