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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


Part 7 of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (SSWWA) 2014 provides the overarching principle legislation for children’s safeguarding.  A ‘child’ is a person under the age of 18 (s3(3) SSWWA 2014) and a ‘child at risk’ is experiencing or at risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm, and has needs for care and support (s130(4) SSWWA 2014). The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (SCW, 2026b) provide a non-exhaustive list of categories of harm: Physical; Emotional or Psychological; Sexual; Financial; or Neglect. Where a child ‘may’ have needs for care and support, the Local Authority (LA) is under a duty to assess the child (s21 SSWWA 2014).
 
Following concern for a child ‘at risk’ (s130 SSWWA, 2014), LA has 1 day to decide on action. Statutory guidance ‘Working Together to Safeguard People: Volume 5’ (Welsh Government, 2019b) requires LA to make a decision based on the available evidence whether to: take no further action; complete an assessment for care and support (s21 SSWWA 2014); safeguard the child with immediate protection and action; or make enquiries if there is reasonable cause of ‘significant harm’ (s47 Children Act (CA)1989). There is no statutory definition of ‘significant harm’, social workers should determine whether the child’s health or development is comparable to that reasonably expected of a similar child (s31(9) CA 1989). 

Enquiries under s47 CA 1989 must be made with the child, if access to the child is prevented, steps can be taken to gain a court order in the child’s best interests.  A multi-agency strategy meeting with ‘relevant partners’, including health, police and education, must be completed at the earliest opportunity (s162(4) SSWWA 2014), to determine and co-ordinate the next steps. 

When concerns are substantiated during enquiry, a Child Protection Conference (CPC)is required within 15 days of the strategy meeting (s159 Welsh Government, 2019b).  CPC may determine the child is at continuing risk of harm, requiring intervention through a Care and Support Protection Plan (CSPP), or there is no continuing risk of harm but a care and support plan is required to promote the child’s wellbeing. 

The safety and wellbeing of children is paramount, all assessments must focus on the child, their wishes and feelings, co-producing plans with positive outcomes identified by the child (SCW, 2026b).  Social Workers must consider the child’s capacity (Gillick v West Norfolk 1985) whilst balancing their responsibility to keep children safe. Social workers must collaborate with the family to develop an understanding of everyday life, analysing information available to them to support their response whilst remaining alert to risk for others in the household. 

Once CSPP is in place, a ‘Core Group’ must meet within 10 days to determine next steps and plan monitoring of the Child’s outcomes (s172 Welsh Government 2019b). Child protection reviews are completed within 3 months, then regular intervals, to ensure the CSPP is meeting the needs of the child. Only the CPC can de-register the CSPP, if they determine it is no longer necessary or the child reaches 18. 

Regional safeguarding boards exist with the objective to protect children in its area who are experiencing harm and to prevent children becoming at risk (s134-135 SSWWA 2014). Key roles include ensuring national policies and procedures are monitored and fit for purpose, plus completion of Single Unified Safeguarding Reviews (Welsh Government, 2025).


Word count: 549






	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


Capacity
In Children's services, the welfare of the child is paramount, decisions can be made against the wishes of the child without having to demonstrate they lack capacity.  Consideration should be given to ‘Gillick Competence’ and ‘Fraser Guidelines’ (Gillick v West Norfolk, 1985) to determine the child’s understanding of their situation. However, Social Worker’s role is to balance the wishes of the child and LA responsibility to keep a child safe from harm. This means they can override decisions they feel are unwise.

In Adult services, Social Workers work from the presumption of capacity (s1(2) Mental capacity Act (MCA) 2005). Practitioners gather the wishes of the person and their understanding of their situation to determine whether they can weigh up and retain the information given, to make a decision how to manage the risk (s3(1) MCA 2005). Furthermore, practitioners must evidence the diagnostic element, the individual has an impairment or disturbance in the functioning of the mind or brain which is causing the person to be unable to make that decision (s2(1) MCA 2005).  In Adults’, an adult with capacity can make unwise choices, which may leave them in a position of risk (s1(4) MCA 2005).  Knowing a person is making an unwise choice by remaining in an unsafe situation creates an ethical dilemma for practitioners in Adult Services (Banks, 2021). The focus for ‘Adults’ Social Workers is using their skills to work collaboratively with the individual, to be confident the individual understands what options are available to make informed decisions to minimise risk, whilst ensuring their wishes are still respected (Code of Professional Practice (COPP) (SCW, 2026a)).  

Power to remove individuals from harm
A clear difference between Adult and Children’s services is the ability for social workers to apply for a court order to remove a person from harm under safeguarding legislation.  Historical powers to remove adults in need of care and attention are abolished in Wales (s129 SSWWA 2014). Adults’ rights are protected by the European Convention of Human Rights, embedded in UK legislation by Human Rights Act (HRA) 1998.  Individuals have a right to a private life (Article 8, HRA 1998) and a right to liberty and security (Article 5, HRA 1998) requiring specific legislation to detain a person. Within the context of adult services Mental Health Act 1983 allows a person to be removed to a place of safety, however this requires the individual to have a mental illness.  
In Children’s services, Social Workers completing s47 CA 1989 enquiries may bring their findings to case conference, if the threshold is met they can apply for a court order to remove a child from harm.


Word count: 438
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