Reading a story to children with a rationale and reflection

Task 1
For this assignment, I am going to read a book called “Peintio’r Drws” to pupils in Reception, who are aged 5 to 6. This book is relevant to the pupils, as they are currently going over and practicing the colours in Welsh. Using my pedagogical knowledge I can see that this relates to Vygotsky’s constructivist theory, where constructivists believe that “prior knowledge has an impact on the learning process and information not connected with a learners prior experiences will be quickly forgotten”(Education State University 2019). Therefore this is a reason to why I chose a topic that they are familiar with, ensuring that this repetition will build on their prior knowledge. The learning objective for this lesson to ensure that the pupils understand the different colours in Welsh. For my success criteria I will question the pupils throughout the story to gain a clear understanding of where the pupils knowledge on the topic is at. Whilst looking at the Welsh Language curriculum coverage, the skills I wish to develop will be for the pupils to “appreciate books, stories and words around them” “join in with simple rhymes and stories” and “speak, substituting words in familiar patterns” (Welsh Government, 2015). In the Language, Literacy and Communication area of learning I will aim for the pupils to “show an interest in books and other reading materials and respond to their content”, “talk and communicate, expressing feelings, likes and dislikes”, “ use words, phrases and simple sentences”, “use pictures to aid understanding of text” and “ask questions about something that has been said” (Welsh Government, 2015). Throughout this lesson ICT will not be used as I was unable to access this book online. I will prompt the pupils to use their thinking skills during the lesson as they will be questioned throughout. This activity will focus on Choices and Decisions in ESDGC as the pupils will work cooperatively during the task, reflecting on each other to answer questions related to the story. YCC will be promoted through this story as the book is in Welsh. I will be reflecting on my experience, as this is a key element to successful learning for both teachers and pupils. It will also help me monitor my own development as a student teacher, seeking new ways to improve. 

Task 2: 
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Task 3: 
Feelings
Before starting my lesson, initially I felt nervous. This was the first book I had read to the pupils in Reception, therefore I wasn’t sure on what to expect. The different groups I read to were mixed ability groups therefore it was a fair and realistic experience. Vygotsky (1978) believes that the “Zone of Proximal Development” is the gap between what a child can do as an individual and what a child can do with support from a more able pupil. Mixed ability grouping was beneficial to this activity as the more able pupils were able to help and scaffold the pupils when questioned. The lower ability pupils could answer and listen to the other pupils responses to aid and help their understanding. Using my success criteria, where I questioned pupils throughout the story to gain an understanding of their knowledge, I could see that most of the pupils met the learning objective, whereas a couple of pupils needed more practise. Therefore with these pupils, I decided to sit down with them and go over the Welsh colours. I would say a Welsh colour and they would then translate this colour into English. This was successful, therefore the reason certain pupil’s not reaching the learning objective, was due to lack of engagement. This may be due to a number of reasons such as cultural backgrounds, meaning that this specific pupil may have no interest in the language as her family do not speak it, if this is the case, I should have been more enthusiastic so it would have had a more positive impact on her learning. So in the future I will ensure that I am more enthusiastic to engage all learners, ensuring that they all reach the learning objective. As I continued to read the story, my confidence began to develop and my nerves began to ease. Reflecting on this practise, I can clearly see that improvements could be made. 

Remember and understand 
One aspect that went well during my experience was my pronunciation of Welsh words. Welsh isn’t my strongest subject therefore I had to practise the story beforehand to ensure that I pronounced the words correctly, this enhanced my subject knowledge allowing me to thoroughly engage with the pupils. For pupils to progress in the Welsh-medium sector it is crucial that schools and teacher deliver and transfer high-quality Welsh language teaching throughout both Foundation Phase and KS2 (Estyn, 2013) . Ensuring I pronounced the Welsh words correctly meant that I could help and support the pupils vocabulary. The pupils were fully engaged throughout the story, willing to answer any questions. Asking questions throughout helped me understand the pupils prior knowledge related to the topic. Although I believe I projected my voice loud enough for the group to hear, I believe I could have been more passionate whilst reading, this would’ve ensured that all pupils were fully engaged and understood the story better. According to Donaldson (2015) in Successful Futures, he aims that the new curriculum will ensure that pupils are prepared to become “ambitious capable learners who can communicate effectively in different forms and settings, using both Welsh and English”. Using my knowledge learning different languages introduces pupils to other cultures, which is a crucial aspect in the Donaldson’s Report. In this report it states that “There is also evidence that successful learning of another language can influence the capacity to learn subsequent languages and may have wider cognitive benefits” (Donaldson, 2015).
Evacuate and Analyse
I thoroughly enjoyed this experience and I am pleased that I was able to identify any areas that I can improve for upcoming teaching. When teaching Welsh during placement in the future I will find an interactive ICT resource, as I think this will engage the pupils more. After reflecting I can clearly see that I need to be more enthusiastic when reading to the pupils, I could have also projected my voice more in order for my teaching to be more effective. Although as I only had a small group of pupils at a time, they could all hear me clearly. All of the pupils could all see the book as they were sitting around me, this meant that everyone was listening and engaged therefore I was able to observe them all. I will make sure when reading to the whole class that the book is big enough to ensure that all the pupils can see clearly.

Conclusions and Actions 
Overall, I am becoming more confident in teaching the Welsh language. I aim to develop and improve my Welsh language and teaching skills throughout my time in university, to ensure that as a teacher I can transfer these skills successfully to the pupils. I will do this by learning the Welsh language during my own time as well as in university. “The Welsh Government has shown its commitment to developing Wales as a bilingual nation” (Donaldson, 2015). I am aware that Donaldson’s aim is to improve the quality and effectiveness of teaching the Welsh language in Wales, therefore reflection is crucial in order to make improvement and progress for both myself and learners. This will ensure that as a teacher, I can make the lessons more enjoyable for the pupils, so that they want to learn the Welsh language and take it upon themselves to want to develop these skills in the wider society. This will increase bilingualism within Wales, which is important for the nations cultural identity. 


Reference list:
· Donaldson, G. (2015). Successful Futures. Donaldson, p.31, 48, 59.
· Education State University  (2019). Learning Theory - Constructivist Approach. [online] Available at: https://education.stateuniversity.com/pages/2174/Learning-Theory-CONSTRUCTIVIST-APPROACH.html [Accessed 6 May 2019].
· Estyn (2013). Welsh Language Development in the Foundation Phase. [online] Estyn, p.7. Available at: https://www.estyn.gov.wales/sites/default/files/documents/Welsh%20Language%20Development%20in%20the%20Foundation%20Phase%20-%20January%202013.pdf [Accessed 3 May 2019].
· Welsh Government (2015). Curriculum for Wales. Foundation Phase Framework. [online] Welsh Government, pp. 14, 16, 20, 21, 37, 38, 39,.Available at: https://learning.gov.wales/docs/learningwales/publications/150803-fp-framework-en.pdf [Accessed 3 May 2019].


