


Children today occupy a different status from earlier centuries and culture. Childhood in earlier periods was not recognised in fact the idea of childhood was non-existent. Children were regarded as small adults.
This assignment looks at childhood in Victorian times, how society perceived children and childhood and how things have changed for children. Historically children did not have any rights, protection or voices no consideration was given to them by majority in the society. Children had to work for money to support family, disease and early death was most common in that era. Innocence of a child was not socially recognised during that period. 
As times emerged children started to get some recognition in society by the liberal reformers and Children’s Charter was passed by British Parliament the very first ever act in protection for children. This progress of childhood recognitions continued with policies, legislation and safeguarding procedures put in place to protect children their rights. All children have the right to be treated with dignity and fairness, every child has the right to survival, protection and education to fulfil their potential economically, socially and academically. Presently there a strictest laws and legislation in place for the protection of children’s rights safety and overall wellbeing. 
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Poverty-stricken children of Britain were treated as an underclass of Victorian society and little or no consideration given by the majority, they were the forgotten citizen suffering for hundreds of years with no rights or protection from ill treatment or abuse.  Children were treated as “small adults” in the middle age and nobody thought to give them special protection, it would be correct to say they had no voice and were not listened to (Intriguing History, 2012).
It appears that the French gave children special protection in middle of 19th century, a progressive development of “minors rights”, and following in 1841 laws protecting children in the workplace and in 1881 French law included rights of child to be educated.  At the very start of 20th century child protection included medical, judicial fields and social, protection of this kind would start in France then spread across Europe afterwards (Humanium, 2020).

[image: ]
(Source: Humanium, 2020)
British laws were far behind the French in giving  children any forms of protection, it’s not until 1889 British parliament passed an act for prevention of cruelty to children called “ Children’s Charter” (Humanium, 2020).
This allowed the state to intercede for the 1st time, in relationship between children and parents, police can arrest anyone for ill treatment of children, as well as this act outlawed begging and included guidelines on child employment.
The act was extended and revised in 1894, it also allowed children to give evidence in court, denying medical attention for unwell children was an offence and the act acknowledged mental cruelty. In 1908 Children Act brought in to protect the poorest children in society from abuse and initiated registration of foster parents and state established punishment of incest act (Batty, 2005).
Mid-19th century emergence of social reformers and their work in children’s education and welfare shown a light on horrific conditions children worked and lived in, books written by Charles Dickens highlighted how children and women faced the brunt of ill treatment.
As C19th progressed children were more considered singular entities, social reformers turned their attention to the root cause which was poverty. Children had no desire to change their conditions or circumstances as they had no power over their lives and there for state would need to intervene for their protection (Intriguing History, 2012).
Social reformers like Charles Booth a philanthropist and Seebohm Rowntree tried to quantify poverty by mapping social deprivation this work inadvertently led to the Children’s Act of 1908, this is also known a Children’s charter sometimes (Intriguing History, 2012). 

The League of Nation was created in 1919 by international community which later became known as UN, they initiated to give importance to child protection.
The League of Nations adopts Declaration of the Rights of the Child in September 1942, the very 1st treaty concerning children’s rights.
The United Nations Convention declared the Rights of a child on November 1989, this came into force in September 1990 and is legally binding international agreement setting out the political, civil, economic, cultural and social rights of every child regardless of their religion, race or abilities.
By adopting the UNCRC governments worldwide promised all children the same rights and that they are treated as human beings instead of passive objects of charity and care. It is to ensure all children grow up in the spirt of peace, dignity, freedom, tolerance, equality and solidarity (Save the Children, 2018)
This treaty applies to all children and young people under the age of 18. Children and young people are more vulnerable to abuse and exploitation compared to adults (UNICEF, 2019).
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Child protection has gone through many changes and re-defining its objectives as our understanding of abuse has changed, it now includes not only neglect, economic, cruelty and exploitation but psychological, emotional, and sex abuse as well. Child protection enters 21st century with substantial depth of good.
The Department for Education (DfE) is responsible for child protection in England. It sets out policy, legislation and statutory guidance on how the child protection system should work.
Individual areas have their own safeguarding partners who are responsible for child protection policy, procedures and guidance, they are led by 3 statutory safeguarding partners (NSPCC, 2019).
· The Local Authority
· The Clinical Commissioning Group
· The Police.
One of the main legislations that was put in place was The Children’s Act 1989, it provided the framework for child protection in England.
· The paramount nature of the child’s welfare
· The expectations and requirements around duties of care to children. 
This act was strengthened by the Children Act 2004, encourages partnerships between agencies and more accountability, by:
· Placing a duty on local authorities to appoint children’s services members who are ultimately accountable for the delivery of services
· Placing a duty on local authorities and their partners to co-operate in safeguarding and promoting the wellbeing of children and young people (NSPCC, 2019).
 Upon Lord Laming recommendation the government published a green paper entitled “ Every Child Matters” and consequently passed the Children Act 2004 (Community Care, 2005).
2004 Children’s Act came following the death of an innocent child Victoria Climbie. This case highlighted lack of communications by multi agencies lead to a horrific crime and death of a child who could have been otherwise saved if everyone or even one agency acted accordingly, it is imperative that people are held accountable for the action. Above acts are amended by the Children and Social Act 2017 (Laming, 2003).
Nothing is more important than safety and wellbeing of children, once the need is identified help and protection is the utmost importance priority. It is vital to follow legislations and Policies that have been put in place to safeguard and protect at-risk and vulnerable children from harm. Working effectively with multi agencies protecting and promoting the welfare of children.

Studies found that areas which supported to leave had overall weaker economic structure, with  lower levels of income and life satisfaction, fewer higher statues job, an aging demographic and lower levels of education attainment, analysis shows that austerity induced cuts to the welfare system since 2010 (Fetzer, 2019)
Conservative government cuts stated in 2010 mainly effecting the struggling reginal economies that were slowly recovering from the global financial crisis. Working families were left worse off. Estimates by Office of Budget Responsibility, a total of £45.4 billion will have been cut off from welfare budget from 2010 to 2021, day to day real government spending per capita will be 15% lower, tax cuts only benefited the wealthy or those in higher income (Fetzer, 2019).
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(Source:” Did Austerity Cause Brexit?”: Data from
 Majesty’s Revenue and Customs and Office for National Statistics)
Government had achieved progress on childhood poverty, number of minors living in “relative poverty” fell by roughly 800,000, to 3.5 million, between 1998  and 2012, but it all returned in 2012 following parliament passed Welfare Reform Act (Muller, 2019)
Since then around 600,000 children have fallen back into “relative poverty”, at the same time , children needing food handouts from food banks has more than tripled according to Trussell Trust, the country’s largest network of foods banks.
Trussell Trust (2020) has distributed 1.6 million three-day emergency food supply to people in crises, increase of 19% from previous year more than half were children. The trust calls for end of Universal credit five week wait. 
Families suffer due to unemployment, two thirds of poor children have at least one parent who works, and austerity is connected to rising crimes and causing havoc in society (Muller, 2019).
According to CPAG (2020) 4.1 million children were living in poverty in the UK in 2017-18 and that is expected to rise to 5.2 million by 2022.
Violent environment and poor living conditions lead to high risk of poor health and overall development of children and young people. Material deprivation, service poverty and participating poverty has detrimental impact on mental health and wellbeing of children and young people and impacting adults in long term.
Policies ang legislations are good but in practice without any money things will not improve for all concerned bodies, the cutbacks have hit people severely especially the poor and vulnerable people. Impact of poverty can be felt on every level of society.
According to Professor Philp Alston special UN rapporteur on extreme poverty has compared the Conservative welfare policies to the creation of 19th century workhouse, and unless this austerity ends, the people of UK face lives that are “solitary, poor, brutish, nasty and short.
He accused ministers of denying the impacts of policies, including the roll out of universal credit, since 2010 and warned worse is yet to come for the most vulnerable, who face a “major adverse impacts”. It’s not only a “disgrace, a social calamity and economic disaster” (Booth,2019).

To summarise it would be fare say that children have rights, protections and most importantly a voice which historically they did not have, policies, procedures, safeguarding and legislations are in place to protect their safety and overall wellbeing.
By ending child poverty, the society will be able makes lives better for millions of destitute children. Having an effective benefit system for the most needed and vulnerable so that they are not left behind, and they too can flourish academically, economically, socially as its their right and policies and legislations have been put in place to protect them. 
It’s imperative that people can access service from local council and charities at the point of need. Access to housing, improve education system, reducing cost and fees of universities. Strengthen family and community ties. Investment on local youth services to keep youngsters proactive will benefit all, less crimes and truancy. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]They best way to improve the current situations is to invest for the long term. Bringing together skills of and resources of citizens, businesses, service providers, local and national government and utilising it appropriately and working together to tackle the impacts of poverty. Boost income and reduce cost, promote long term economic growth benefiting everyone. Funding is needed to improve the lives of millions of children’s and the government needs to take responsibility addressing these issues to ensure everyone has access to facilities at the point of need.

To conclude poverty-stricken children of Britain historically did not have any rights, they were the underclass of Victorian society suffering for hundreds of years with no rights or protection from ill treatment or abuse. Until 1889 Children’s Charter passed by Parliament, an act for prevention of cruelty and this act was revised in 1894. In 1908 Children Act brought in to protect the poorest children of society. UNCRC Declaration of Rights of Children in 1989. Department of Education (DfE) is responsible for child protection in England, sets out policies and legislations and how child protection should work. Impacts of austerity and recommendations on how to improve the situations.
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