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Initial ideas for assignment – 6000 words 
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Very hazy idea at the moment, but after looking at half a dozen places and editing many photographs I think I have found the ‘place’ to base my assignment around.

Background
Pendine is my local beach, it has everything you could need (covid 19 permitting). Great beach with miles of sand, cliffs, rockpools, marine life, land and pelagic birds, locals, visitors, caravan park, speed records, rocket testing range and the sound of gunfire, new development and its very own sea monster – not seen since 1603 though. There is archaeological mystery related to coal mining and the remnants of a primeval forest buried in the sand. 

Theory
I’ve been reading around the subject of place/space/context and got excited by Bachelard’s The Poetics of Space[footnoteRef:1], and Phil Smith’s article Two Walks with Objects[footnoteRef:2]. Leading on from these  [1:  Gaston Bachelard, The Poetics of Space, 7th Ed. (Boston: Beacon Press, 1969).]  [2:  LiteraSmith, P. Two Walks with Objects. Humanities 2017, 6, 51. https://doi.org/10.3390/h6030051ry ] 

works led me to maps, as a map lover and collector my imagination was fired.
Places are mapped macroscopically and microscopically, they can be a true representation of place, imaginary or misleading, 2D, 3D,1D. Many are beautiful and intriguing see the exhibition guide to Cartographic Imaginaries: Interpreting Literary Atlas[footnoteRef:3],. There are examples of real spaces, imagined, historic, futuristic, non-spaces, internal and external spaces, complete and incomplete.  [3:  Atlas, Plotting English-Language Novels in Wales, Cartographic Imaginaries: Interpreting Literary Atlas, Dychmygiadau Cartograffig: Dehongli’r Atlas Llenyddol (Cardiff: Literary Atlas Wales, 2019).] 

Running alongside the themes, is the concept of the liminal:   
1 : of, relating to, or situated at a sensory threshold : barely perceptible or capable of eliciting a response liminal visual stimuli. 2 : of, relating to, or being an intermediate state, phase, or condition : in-between, transitional … in the liminal state between life and death.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  www.merriam-webster.com>dictionary>liminal 
] 


Picture in my head
1. If I can one long poem/saga, if not presented presented as six poems – think Alice Oswald’s Dart [footnoteRef:5]  [5:  Alice Oswald, Dart (London: Faber and Faber Ltd, 2002).
] 

2. A walk along the beach ??? comparing low and high tides
3. A cross section physical map of the beach as done in geography classes in the 60s, maybe illustrated with line drawings
4. Palimpsest – gradually revealing earlier histories, stories written in the landscape, geology and on walls
5. Connecting each layer with different spaces – the in between places (the liminal)
6. Macro & micro – huge sea & sky, then bottom of the food cycle. Cliffs degraded to stones that become sand
7. Whose place is it anyway?
8. Transitions and connections
9. I want it to be simultaneously agoraphobic and claustrophobic. 
10. Smells – salt, rockpools, chips, seaweed etc etc

Conclusion
I have the hint of a mind map somewhere in the ether, hopefully everything will coalesce soon. Or perhaps I will go back to the imprisoned coracles on Carmarthen Quay instead.


I cannot believe how long this took to write, my brain needs perking up – any suggestions?
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