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AIM(S)

o To offer students a comprehensive study of ‘Atheisms’, both historical and
contemporary.

° To provide students with the tools to evaluate the role that Atheisms have in the
contemporary world.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:

o demonstrate a critical awareness of the diversity of world-views and philosophies
encompassed by the term ‘Atheism’;

e describe and analyse the relationship between Atheism and religion;

e engage effectively with key primary sources relating to post-enlightenment and
contemporary non-religious thinkers and writers;

e evaluate the impact and influence of Atheism on popular culture and society within
contemporary Britain.

INDICATIVE CONTENT

e A discussion of terminology: ‘Atheism’, ‘Anti-Theism’, ‘Non-Theism’, ‘Agnosticisn?’,
‘Skepticism’, ‘Humanism’, ‘non-Belief’.

A history of Atheism from the Classical period to the Enlightenment.

Nineteenth century developments in Atheism.

The role of science in the development of Atheism.

The New Atheism: people and writings.

Atheism within religions and atheistic religions.

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

The study time for the module is divided as follows:

Activity type Hours Percentage
Scheduled learning 48 24%
Independent learning 152 76%

Placement learning
TOTAL 200 100%




ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1

O  Written exam Coursework O Practical
Mode of assessment Volume Weighting
Report 1,000 words 30%
Assessment Component 2
Written exam 0 Coursework 0 Practical
Mode of assessment Volume Weighting
Take home exam 6 hours, 3,500 words 70%
Assessment Summary
Activity type Percentage
Written exam 70%
Coursework 30%
Practical
TOTAL 100%
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