As the curriculum lead, we will focus on the non-maintained curriculum for Wales according to the Welsh Government (no date) The Welsh Curriculum is a brand-new, purpose-based curriculum for kids ages 3 to 16 that aims to become capable, ambitious students, enterprising, creative citizens, and healthy, self-assured people, whereas the Welsh Government (2025) suggests the non-curriculum for Wales is A particular curriculum, has been created to support early childhood education for financed non-maintained nursery settings, and settings are free to implement it if they so wish. 
The non-maintained curriculum for Wales focuses on opportunities for play-based learning. The benefits of child-based learning are emotional development, social development, problem-solving, parental engagement in play-based learning, creativity and imagination and a lifelong love for learning. According to the State Government (2023), the child can show their skills and discuss their passions, make friends and grow as a leader.
The curriculum for Wales has five developmental pathways, these being wellbeing, belonging, communication, exploration and physical development. These five developmental pathways are observed by each practitioner to observe the development of each child. These could be observed through a range of different observations such as a timed sample and planning observation, and a photo group observation for example. According to Rosa (2021), observations allow us to determine each child’s preferences as well as how they react to various circumstances, including care routines or meeting new people. Using these observations in the different developmental pathways will show the progress of each child through love letter assessments. 
Each half term, we reflect on the developmental pathways to see how they are promoted within the setting by the three enablers, these being the enabling adult, the enabling environment and the experiences.  According to the Welsh government (2023), the interaction of these interdependent and linked enablers is essential to teaching and learning across the Curriculum for Wales. The enablers help us to identify strengths and weaknesses in how the enabling adults, experiences and the environment support developmental pathways. This method then assists with our planning. The non-maintained curriculum focuses on child-based learning, letting the child choose where and what to play with. This could include exploring the water table, sand table, building area, or outdoor provision. According to Early Years Alliance (2022), Children can be encouraged and actively involved in physical activities in the great outdoors. Which Hannah has previously discussed. Having a variety of equipment that is easily available promotes physical activity and all its advantages while also enhancing physical development.  
As well as the five developmental pathways, we follow the four purposes. These are health-confident individuals, enterprising, creative contributors, ethnically informed citizens and ambitious, capable learners. These four purposes are used within our planning. These four purposes are to enable each child to be successful in their learning, to be a confident individual, a responsible citizen, and an effective contributor.
Flying Start is a Welsh Government program that offers funded, quality part-time childcare for 2—to 3-year-olds in disadvantaged areas. It also enhances parent support and speech, and language communication support aligned with the Welsh curriculum according to the Welsh Government (2025) Flying Start intends to significantly improve children's life prospects by reducing the effects of poverty, which is associated with negative early life outcomes, such as health outcomes.
A high-quality, child-led curriculum improves both quality and child-led learning by promoting involvement, promoting inquiry and offering chances for individualised education and growth. According to the Welsh Government (2023b) child-centred, interdependent paths all contribute equally to the advancement and general development of the child. The quality of interactions between the children and the practitioner, as well as the learning settings and experiences that are developed, will determine how well the learner develops inside and across the five pathways.
Government requirements and guidelines for ensuring that young children receive a high degree of care and education in settings like nurseries, preschools, and childminding services are known as the National Minimum Standards (NMS) in early years education and care. These guidelines are intended to safeguard children's development, health, and safety while guaranteeing that early childhood educators create a stimulating and nurturing environment for every child. This is linked to Maslow’s theory. Maslow’s hierarchy of needs is the bare minimum of a child's needs to survive. Maslow suggested that human wants may be arranged in a hierarchy to help us better understand what drives people. This hierarchy includes abstract ideas like self-fulfilment and more tangible demands like food and water. Maslow asserts that our attention shifts to the next need in the hierarchy after a lower need is satisfied (Hopper, 2020).
Within the curriculum, the practitioners will need to do termly assessments called love letters. These show the progress of the children throughout three terms across flying, starting from when they start to when they finish.  Love letters (assessments) consist of 5 developmental pathways, these being physical development, mathematics and numeracy, literacy, wellbeing and social and emotional. According to the Welsh Government (2025) Childhood and the future of us are significantly shaped by the early years. The Welsh Government has decided to put children's development and well-being at the centre of early childhood play, learning, and care in Wales to provide all children between the ages of 0 and 5 the best start in life. The schematic play could be added within the love letters with a few targets to work on throughout the next term. Opportunities for every child to practise and repeat various actions are beneficial. As they mature, this supports their learning and brain growth. For instance, children will benefit from up-and-down, side-to-side, and rotating motions as they create marks, draw, and eventually write.
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