Archival Exercise


This exercise has been a challenge as finding archival sources related to Edward the Black Prince has been difficult. This mainly refers to primary archival sources as there is much secondary material available that pertains to him 

My methodological approach has been to search existing archives for anything that they possess on Edward the Black Prince and to then search outwards through blogs, libraries and religious sites. This has provided challenges as he was a very hard person to find archival sources about. 

The British Library has been a key area for finding working material and if it was not for it then completing this assignment would have been even more complicated that it actually was. Many of the sources found are images of manuscript pages as accessing the actual manuscript online was in nearly all cases either not an option or did not pertain to Edward the Black Prince. 



‘A Medieval Tale and the Shaping of Europe’, University of London <https://www.london.ac.uk/senate-house-library/blog/MedievalTaleEurope> [accessed 1 December 2022]

This manuscript is in the Senate House Library and is a poem by Chandos Herald about the Hundred Years War in Brittany. It also covers the changing technology of war as well as the changing tactics and how battles were fought. 

Archives, The National, ‘The National Archives - Uncovering Evidence of the Black Prince’s Spanish Gamble: Najera’, The National Archives Blog (The National Archives, 2017) <https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/uncovering-evidence-black-princes-spanish-gamble-najera/> [accessed 1 December 2022]

This source is the seal of Edward the Black Prince located in the National Archives. It is an important source as the seal would have been used to rubber stamp any letters or important documents that he signed. This allows us to compare this seal to charters of the time and to look for similarities. 

‘Edward the Black Prince Receives Aquitane, in a Historical Compilation’ (British Library: The British Library, 1390), British Library, Cotton MS Nero D VI <https://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/onlineex/illmanus/cottmanucoll/e/011cotnerd00006u00031000.html> [accessed 10 November 2022]


This is a page from a manuscript found in the (location) from a Historical Compilation of unknown title. It is dated to 1390 and it is not attributed to an author, so they are likely unknown. This document describes when Edward took control of the Duchy of Aquitaine. This source is useful as it shows Edward accepting control of a crucial region of France during the Hundred Years War. 



‘Edward, the Black Prince Receiving King John of France after the Battle of Poitiers’ <https://photoarchive.paul-mellon-centre.ac.uk/objects/414728/edward-the-black-prince-receiving-king-john-of-france-after> [accessed 1 December 2022]

This source is an image of Edward receiving John, the King of France after the victory at the Battle of Poitiers. In this battle King John II of France was captured in one of the three great ‘longbow’ victories of the Hundred Years War. 

‘Jean Froissart, Chronicles’, The British Library (The British Library) <https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/miniature-of-the-death-of-wat-tyler-from-jean-froissarts-chroniques> [accessed 1 December 2022]

This is a manuscript of the Chronicles written by Jean Froissart that mention Edward the Black Prince. It is located in the British Library and the author is a contemporary of Edward as his first commission was for Edwards mother, Philippa of Hainault. 

Limited, Alamy, ‘Canterbury Cathedral Edward the Black Prince’s Shield and Gauntlets Stock Photo - Alamy’ <https://www.alamy.com/stock-photo-canterbury-cathedral-edward-the-black-princes-shield-and-gauntlets-23809494.html> [accessed 1 December 2022]

This source is at Canterbury Cathedral and are the gauntlets and shield of Edward the Black Prince. These are actual physical artifacts of the man in question and provide a look into his mind and tastes. 

‘The Online Froissart’ <https://www.dhi.ac.uk/onlinefroissart/apparatus.jsp?type=intros&intro=f.intros.VM-MS865> [accessed 1 December 2022]

This source is the first illuminated page of this manuscript. It is the start of Froissart’s Chronicle that is one of the best sources for the first part of the Hundred years War. He covers from around 1326 up to the year 1400 so he covers most of the fourteenth century. 

Unknown, Tomb Effigy, Edward the Black Prince, 1376, Marble and Copper Alloy, Canterbury Cathedral <https://churchmonumentssociety.org/monument-of-the-month/edward-the-black-prince-d-1376-canterbury-cathedral-kent> [accessed 10 November 2022]

This is the tomb of the Black Prince that is located in Canterbury Cathedral. It is constructed marble and copper. It is forged to an extreme amount of detail as the figure of Edward is portrayed in full armour with even a chainmail coif being fashioned and the Royal arms of the time, a quartered version of the Royal Arms of England and France being engraved on his chest plate. 

This gives us an amazing view into his mind and his personality as he left instructions for what his effigy was to look like, so this is all done according to his wishes. Even the location of his burial has generated some discussion as he is buried in Canterbury rather than London. 

Overall, the research for this exercise has been very difficult and frustrating. Going forward I will look for primary sources such as Chronicles or the like that are around the same time period and then scour them for. One lesson that I have learned from this task is that finding archival sources for Edward the Black Prince is not as easy as I expected it to be. This has taught me a lesson that just because a person was prominent in their era and very well-known does not automatically mean that there will be significant amounts of relatively easy to access information available. 

In any research that I conduct in the future utilising archival sources I will now be much more aware of this fact. I have also learned how to scour various archives and how to process the usefulness of them very quickly. This assignment has in conclusion been a challenge that has provided me with both issues to struggle through and a learning curve for the future. 
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