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How did George Eastman’s invention of the Kodak camera change the face of photography?


This essay will focus on how George Eastman’s invention of the Kodak camera changed the face of photography, by discussing the strengths and weakness of industrialising photography, with one strength identifying that it is now made accessible to a wider range of people rather than those educated and wealthy. However, this also contains a range of weaknesses with one of these being the fact that it places a strain on paid professional photographers. By looking lightly at the history of photography and the first major photographers that also revolutionized, this essay will argue the effects of making photography into a mass production industry and the impact it has had on the profession of photography. This essay will also go on to argue the effects a second revolutionary movement in photography. This being the invention of the camera phone, the effect that this has had on professional photographers and society from the first day of release up until now and the advancements that will happen in the future. 

Looking back at the history of Photography, William Henry Fox Talbot was someone that made a ground breaking discovery. In Italy, 1833 Talbot had some unsuccessful attempts at using a camera Lucida in order to sketch Lake Como. The frustration he felt on this day led him to remember his experiences ten years before, where he was using the camera Obscura – a small wooden box with a lens that projected the scene before it onto a piece of frosted glass, where the artist could then trace the outlines. These thoughts inspired Talbot to ask himself why it should not be possible, he furthered this query by returning home and beginning to experiment. Soon finding that a sheet of fine paper coated with salt and brushed with a solution of silver nitrate, darkened in the sun and repeated to create further darkening or fading. Talbot pressed leaves and plants on the sensitive paper, covered it with a sheet of glass and sat it in the sun. The paper darkened and where the plant or leaf had been placed, remained white. He called these negatives, which as is known today, are still produced and appreciated by many individuals, both photographers and members of society. The revolutionary aspect of this process relied on his discovery of a new chemical, Gallic acid, that could be used to develop the images on to the paper. This developing process permitted much shorter exposure times in the camera, reducing it from an hour to a minute. This is a dramatic difference to today, as it is now a tenth or even a hundredth of a second, this alone demonstrates the advancements made in photography over the years. 

Photography was once an expensive hobby, in order to take photographs and develop prints people had to be wealthy enough to afford the chemicals and equipment, which is why at this time there are far less photgrapahs than are present today. In 1888, a bank worker George Eastman did more than anyone to transform photograph from a specialised craft haunting the door step of art into a mass market industry. This started when Eastman wanted to document a holiday. He revolutionised photography by first producing roles of film and later taking the concept and remarking it as Kodak camera’s for armatures. For many years Kodak cameras came in every shape and size. Eastman invented cameras aimed at everybody including one for women which came with a lipstick. It was Eastman’s advertising and slogan “You press the button, we do the rest.” Which man Kodak a house hold name. The cameras were purchased with the role of film already loaded and ready to shoot. Once the film was used people were able to send them back to the factory where workers developed the film and reloaded the camera with a new role. The camera was then sent back to the customer with the developed images from the previous film. This camera made the first generation of armatures photographers and they were called Kodak fiends. Kodak changed the behaviour of what was happening in front of the camera. People for the first time looked into the eye of the camera, smiled and said cheese. The population were made to believe by this invention that if they didn’t have a camera to take photographs, the memory and their children’s childhoods would be gone and forgotten forever. This invention changed society and peoples views and perspectives on photography completely, it changed society in the sense that now people didn’t need to be rich or well educated in order to take a photograph and capture a memory. Further developments have allowed for these memories to be cherished by many families from the day a child is born and even children themselves today, are often able to photograph meaningful events. To hold a camera in your hands in the 1920’s was to hold the future. A statement supported by a quote, Murphy Ammar (2017) “Anyone that fails to understand photography, will be one of the illiterates of the future.” - Laszlo Moholy Nagy.

In the years building up to the release of the Kodak camera, families with a steady income could now afford to have family portraits taken, families would pay professionals to photograph their children and often the deceased. The release of the Kodak camera threatened professional photographers as now people didn’t have to pay for a family portrait, they could create their own with the new Kodak camera. Photography moved into an art and an expression, with these easy to use cameras people were able to experiment with what they were photographing rather than the popular structured portraits with blank facial expressions. Although Kodak was credited with building the first digital camera, it ran into hard times, with critics suggesting it has failed to effectively adapt to digital photography. Kodak’s impact on photography was similar to the revolutionary invention of the camera phone. These two events in the photography industry seem to be parallel to each other. Each making photography easier and more accessible to a wider variety of consumers and transforming a profession into an art form. The invention of the camera phone meant that taking hundreds of photographs and editing them stupendously easy and completely free, cameras were no longer just for special occasions but for the everyday, multiple times a day. Due to this photography was no longer an art form and a way of documenting and remembering life events. 
Before this invention photographs has to be printed in order to keep in a photo album or In a photo frame. Now a snap can be uploaded and shared within seconds for hundreds of people to see. Being a photographer once required hundreds or thousands of pounds of equipment that wasn’t easy to move around to different locations. Today a camera phone, photographer’s equipment is small enough and light enough to fit in a back pocket which increasing popularity in the trend of ‘taking photographs’, this is the reasoning behind why the vast majority of society now possess this item.

These two events in the history of photography were both revolutionary and changed the way we think about photography and use them in our everyday life. Both events opened up photography to a wider range of people and made is more accessible. The invention of the Kodak camera meant that families and ordinary people were apply to take images and keep them without having the heavily cost of hiring a photographer and paying for the prints. The camera phone on the other hand opened it up to an even wider audience in society and made it easier to share the moments they were capturing with the click of a button rather than having to send of roles of film and wait for them to be processed and sent back. Photography was made fully digital.

Although making photography fully digital had a huge impact on the way people took photographs there are downfalls to this technical breakthrough. Cameras were still widely popular in the early days of the camera phone, it was the mobile phone, and especially the camera phone that brought digital photography to the masses. This had a dramatic impact on professional photographers. Before the existence of smartphone cameras, photographers wouldn’t dream of wasting a shot unless they were virtually certain it would work. In 1939, Margolis recalls the story of a photographer working in Berlin. The photographer had eight photographic plates to use in just six weeks. “He’s be covering Nazi rallies and would go the week before to plan it like a film shot, making sure he got the right angles. In the end, out of the eight plates he got four award winning photo’s.” (De Castella, 2012). In the digital age there is almost no consequences of the cost to taking photographs apart from charging the phone or dedicated camera, whereas even when the roll of film was at its most popular, photography could be an expensive hobby for the amateur. 

This now easily accessed, almost free hobby affected the professional photographer. “It’s really weird, Photography has never been so popular, but it’s getting destroyed. There have never been so many photographs taken, but photography is dying.” - Antonio Olmos. This statement is suggesting that with the new inventions making photographs so easy for everybody to take that there are now too many photographs out there and creating a new photograph that has never been seen before has come near impossible. The complaint that we’re taking too many photographs rather than living in the moment, and that makes us experientially poorer. In today’s age individuals are no longer interested in whether the event is enthralling or not, but more so whether the peers and public are aware that the event is being attended by that individual. Forgetting to experience life, and the event in front of them, they’re experiencing it through the photos and videos taken on their mobile phones. This statement was supported by (Olmas 2013) “People taking photographs of their food in a restaurant instead of eating in. People taking photographs of the Mona Lisa instead of looking at it. I think the Iphone is taking people away from their experiences.” 

[bookmark: _GoBack]To summaries this essay there has been large advancements as noted by the photographers mentioned above, from the time photography originated until now in 2017. There is no doubt that there will be many more revolutionary discoveries for photography in the near and far future. Kodak being the very first major revolutionary breakthrough in photography although there are many strengths and weaknesses to the creation of Kodak the strengths out weight the weakness due to the fact that there are many more positive out comes, despite the threat on professional photographers. Kodak may have made photography more accessible to a wider audience but it never killed the art from. If anything it gave amateurs that enjoyed photographing, the opportunity to pursue it as a career or a beloved hobby. It opened the doors to a new world of art. The constant progression and evolution of the camera and photography itself meant that experimenting with photographs and the way people took them and perceived them took a new stand and will continue to do so throughout the years. 
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