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Bibliographical Exercise on Early Editions of John Milton
Write a short bibliographical essay (1,000 words) on one of the following by Milton:

· The minor poems, first published under the title Poems of Mr. John Milton, both English and Latin (London: Printed by Ruth Raworth for Humphrey Mosley, 1645). A copy of this volume is held in the Roderic Bowen Library (BUR 03211).
· Paradise Lost. Milton’s epic poem was first published in 1667, in ten books, and in 1674, in twelve books. Although the Roderic Bowen Library does not hold copies of these two editions, there are among its holdings copies of some important later editions, including Paradise Lost: A Poem in Twelve Books, 2 vols (London: J. and R. Tonson, 1746) (ODS 02839) and the editorially interesting 1749 edition by Thomas Newton (PHI 01588), as well as some important later illustrated editions, such as The Paradise Lost of Milton; with illustrations, designed and engraved by John Martin (London: Septimus Prowett, 1827) (PHI 00556) and Milton’s Paradise Lost (London: Cassell, Petter, Galpin & Co., 1882) (F ELLIS PR 3560 MIL), which is illustrated by Gustave Doré.
· The Divorce Tracts. These are: The Doctrine and Discipline of Divorce (1643); The Judgement of Martin Bucer (1644); Colasterion (1645); and Tetrachordon (1645). The Roderic Bowen Library holds one copy of the first edition of The Doctrine and Discipline of Divorce (T314), and also a copy of the second, revised edition, which was published in the following year (BUR 02987). Lampeter does not hold copies of the first editions of the three remaining tracts, but they were reprinted in the first collected edition of Milton’s English prose works, The Works of Mr. John Milton, which appeared in 1697, a copy of which the library holds (PHI 01155), and in A Complete Collection of the Historical, Political, and Miscellaneous Works of John Milton, which was published in the following year (PHI 01157). This was the first complete collection of Milton’s prose works.
Please note that your essay is not expected to develop an argument but rather to be a discursive description (not simply notes), covering a variety of relevant bibliographical topics. Aspects of biography, literary criticism and history, and political, religious and cultural context may become relevant to this exercise, but they are not the focus of it.
Your research for this exercise should commence in the Roderic Bowen Library & Archives where you should arrange to consult the relevant edition(s) of the work or group of works you have chosen to write about, by contacting the Curator of Special Collections in advance of your proposed visit. Please abide by the rules governing the consultation of rare books in the Special Collections, such as using pencil rather than pen to take notes. Find out whatever you can about the volumes from the details provided by title-page(s), such as the printer’s identity and date(s) of publication. Note that individual works may have separate title-pages in collected editions. Inquire into other aspects of the physical appearance of the volumes (What size are they? Are they illustrated; if so, by whom? Do they have frontispieces; again, who is the artist?). For the purpose of this exercise, try to think of the literary work as a created physical object and as having a material existence which you must describe. By physically consulting editions held in the Roderic Bowen Library and referring to their respective catalogue records, you should determine provenance (in which donation were the volumes acquired for the Roderic Bowen Library?) and consider what significance, if any, this might have for our appreciation of these particular copies. You will be guided towards thinking in these and other directions by extracts of bibliographical description, copies of which will be supplied, and the online essay ‘John Milton: Editions from the Roderic Bowen Library and Archives’, which may be found on the Roderic Bowen Library and Archives web pages at http://www.tsd.ac.uk/en/rbla/onlineexhibitions/johnmilton/. This essay accompanied the exhibition in 2008 to commemorate the quatercentenary of Milton’s birth, on 9 December 1608. There are also bibliographical aspects of the lectures on Milton given on the course. Please bear in mind that your initial consultations of volumes will need to be arranged in well ahead of the deadline for the submission of your bibliographical essay, on 16 December 2011.

By these means and by reading other relevant critical and bibliographical books and articles (a selection of which is included in the list of suggested further reading for Milton), as well as by consulting relevant websites (links to which appear on the Moodle page for this course), your research should consider various further aspects of your selected work’s material existence. You should, for example, ponder the significance of its date and any other particulars of publication, its dedication (if included) and intended readership (if known or conjectured), and anything known about its reception upon publication and actual readership. Even small details, such as the number of copies printed (if these are known) or the number still thought to be in existence in libraries or private collections today, should not escape your scrutiny, and their possible significance for the contemporary context or for the modern scholar should be considered.
Secondarily, you should consult in similar fashion other early editions of the work or group of works you have chosen to study. Several early editions of each of the works are held by the Roderic Bowen Library. They can be identified by searching the Library Catalogue (items in the Roderic Bowen Library will be identified as included in the Special Collections). However, beforehand you may wish to read the online essay ‘John Milton: Editions from the Roderic Bowen Library and Archives’. This discusses the Library’s Milton collection generally and describes many more items than it was possible to exhibit in the seminar or indeed even in the original exhibition in 2008. In doing this and by consulting other relevant scholarship you should try to recreate the early publishing history, describing both earlier (if they exist) and later editions, including those in which the individual works are collected. If you have chosen to research the early poems, you should also find out which of these were published separately prior to their inclusion in the 1645 volume. Your research should also consider whether there are any manuscripts of the work(s) in existence or known to have existed, in whose hand(s) they are thought to be written, and how they are thought to be related to the early printed edition(s). When exploring later editions, however, you should not attempt to cover everything, or anything near everything, particularly if you chose to write on Paradise Lost, and you should certainly avoid discussing any edition published later than the nineteenth century. You will no doubt encounter various complexities in the early publishing history of whichever of the works you choose from the list above, and you should presume that at some point in your research you will need to begin to sharpen the focus of your essay.
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