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AIM(S)

· To investigate the emergence and popularity of outdoor education as an approach to teaching and learning.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

By the end of this module students should be able to: 

· appraise the contribution of outdoor education to individual learning;

· locate outdoor education within a broader experiential theory of learning;

· evaluate different local and national systems of outdoor education;

· identify the range of professional career opportunities available to outdoor educators;

· undertake a current skills audit and construct a future professional development programme.

CONTENT

· The influence and underpinning philosophical values of pioneer educational theorists such as Dewey, Piaget and Kolb will form the context for consideration of the work of a range of practitioners including Hahn, Baden-Powell, Muir and Mortlock. 

· Important concepts linking outdoor education and experiential leaning such as ‘ownership of learning’, ‘adventure’, ‘self-actualisation’ and ‘reflective practice’ will be identified.

· Different national systems of outdoor education will be scrutinised in order to identify common interests and unique differences.

· The contribution of outdoor education to personal, social and environmental learning will be discussed with specific reference to issues of research and assessment. 

· The emergence and potential of new perspectives on outdoor education such as ‘Critical Outdoor Education’, ‘Leave No Trace’ and ‘A Sense of Place’ will be discussed.

· The political, social and educational context for outdoor education will be identified and the contribution of the outdoor sector to the economy discussed. 

· Employment opportunities and individual career choices linked to the outdoor sector will be discussed. Professional accreditation organisations such as the IOL and a range of NGBs will be evaluated.

EXEMPLAR ASSESSMENT:




100%

Coursework 







50%




1. Essay - exemplar
Adventurous Activities are used as part of mainstream education (in Physical Education) and as an alternative educational intervention to re-engage young people at risk in society. What is it about Adventurous Activities that is deemed to be so useful in addressing the different learning needs of such diverse groups?

(1, 500 words).

2. Poster presentation






50%

Present a personal view of outdoor education in the UK highlighting relevant philosophical underpinnings and current educational issues.
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