Approaches to Economic Relations HPAN5045/6045: Course Outline (2025)

Monday				Tuesday				Thursday			Friday
13 January				14 January				16 January				17 January
Introduction and Scope			Production, distribution and exchange,	Anthropology and past societies:	Understanding and debating
Some background on economics,	consumption and social reproduction; 	Teleology and “progress”		cultural relativism
political economy and anthropology	Different systems of exchange		In-class debate				Assignment Workshop 1
		

20 January				21 January				23 January				24 January
Modes of production in general:	Economic factors of production:		Modes of production: modern 		Assignment workshop 2	
A materialist conception of history	The conventional view and a re-		capitalism				> Deadline 1: Sun., 26 Jan. 23:59
assessment: commons and community
						                        			

27 January				28 January				30 January				31 January
Understanding the market:		Wealth and capital; credit and		Assignment Workshop 3		In-class debate
Resource allocation under the market:	debt (Marx, Piketty and Graeber)								
value, price and profit				

3 February				4 February				6 February				7 February		
Economic anthropology and ecology:	Linear (extractive) and cyclical		Conclusions and Evaluation		Assignment workshop 4 
Growth and sustainability; indigenous	economy									> Deadline 2: Sun., 9 Feb. 23:59
and traditional approaches															
