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[bookmark: _Toc512205785]Introduction
In this report I will discuss the feedback from my foundation year coursework and what I learned from the feedback.
[bookmark: _Toc512205786]Aims
The aim of this coursework is to identify the strengths and weaknesses of the work that I produced in the foundation year by analysing the feedback sheets I received from my lecturers.
[bookmark: _Toc512205787]Objectives 
The objective of this report is to reflect on my strengths and weaknesses from the foundation year to see what I need to continue throughout my university studies and what needs to be changed going forwards. 















Further Science Coursework
Brief
In this module I was asked to perform a scientific experiment then write a report on the experiment discussing the results of the experiment and if they showed evidence of SHM.
Feedback and what I learned
Starting with the research informed literature section of the mark scheme, I dropped 3 marks but when broken down I received full marks for the quality of my references meaning that the information I gathered was creditable and I should continue to investigate the sources as I am currently doing. From this feedback I have learned that although I shouldn’t feel completely safe little work is needed in this area to improve. However, I dropped one mark citing references. Although I showed good practice citing in Harvard style I unfortunately missed some citations on images that I produced. Although this seems like such a small mistake it cost me a mark which could have very easily been avoided. For me this seems like I didn’t proof read all aspects of my report. Having reflected on this I now know that I need to check all images I include in my reports so I don’t lose easier marks. However, more importantly I need to make sure I proof read the entirety of my reports not just the main article itself. Finally, it was mentioned that I used nice external references throughout the report however, I didn’t then use these references to justify my findings enough. This, to me is important feedback because it tells me that in general I have enough references I just need to further develop those references to achieve full marks. Knowing this I’ve learned that I have everything I need to achieve full marks in this section, I just need to make sure I use the resources I have gathered more effectively.  In general, for this section of the marks I am happy with the work I produced. However, knowing what I know now I would make sure that if I repeated the work I would expand on my references more.
For my Knowledge and understanding of the subject I lost 30% of the marks meaning quite a sizeable improvement could come from this section.  In this section my feedback praised my main report, evaluation points and suggestions for further work. This suggests to me that the main bulk of the report was constructed well and that I should continue to construct reports like this in future. However, the negative was that I should have included images or citations in my further work section but more importantly my conclusion. For me this means that including images to demonstrating what I was suggesting or citations to back up that my further work would aid the experiment. From this feedback I have taken that like in the first section I need to use my citations more to explain my outcomes. I think I lost most of my marks in this section to my conclusion. Although, I am still impressed with the rest of my main report the feedback suggests that my conclusion really let me down so in future I will use citations to back up my conclusions instead of just concluding them with no proof.
The analysis of my report went well. Although the tables I produced were good quality I forgot to include certain units which cost me a few marks. This reinforces I didn’t proof read the entirety of the work as the mistake should have been noticed. Like in the first section this tells me I need to make sure I read the entire report including figures throughout my studies. I also lost marks in this section for not using citations to back up my findings. This again strongly points towards me not using my citations to their full potential.
Finally, the last 2 sections of feedback praise me on the structure of my report and how clear it is. The only issue with my layout was the placement of my graphs as they were an analysis of my results they should be located in the analysis section of the report instead of the results. To me this means I need to spend a little more time thinking about the arrangement but on a whole I think I did well with my layout. 
From the feedback that I have gained I have learned that my main issue is using my citations to back up my work followed by proof reading my report at the end. So, from this feedback I am taking that I should strongly focus on using citations to justify my findings as it seems to strongly cap my high-end marks. I will also make sure that I proof read every aspect of the report not just the main text as I lost far too many easy marks by missing out units.









Academic Writing Presentation

In this area of work, me and my peer were asked to create a 5-minute presentation on our subject of choice that was around our chosen course type. So, me and my peer chose to talk about autonomous cars.
Feedback and what I learned
The feedback I received from this area of work on researched informed literature was mainly positive with a little slip up. I adopted a number reference within my slides and then a reference slide at the end of the presentation. This method was perceived well however the issue I made was referencing the sources I used the wrong convention. Finally, more sources would have been beneficial to the presentation. From this feedback I have learned that when creating presentations in future my method of referencing is good however I need to make sure I use the right convention and increase the number of sources I have.
My knowledge of autonomous vehicles was said to be good and I was praised for my understanding of the different levels of automation. however, I lost 9 marks in this section and as no reason was given I can only assume that from the feedback I got my knowledge wasn’t quite deep enough. So, from this feedback I have learned that I need to set more time aside for researching my area of study before I go on to create my presentation.
For my analysis it was noted that I had to cut parts out of the presentation to fit within the 5-minute mark. The main part that was cut was the analysis so in the feedback I was told that I could have included a table full of other manufacturers that create autonomous cars. To me this means that in future I don’t need to cut parts out of my presentation I could just leave them on my presentation that the audience can read the information if needed.
Finally, my general presentation skills were regarded as good throughout as I sounded confident and knowledgeable which was aided by a good presentation. This told me that my presentation skills were up to scratch but maybe my teamwork interaction was not as there was no mention of it in the feedback suggesting a more interactive presentation with my peer would have increased our marks.
Overall, from this piece of work I learned that I need to put a little more time aside to consider my background research before I start the work. furthermore, I again need to proof read my work as incorrect referencing is an easily reparable mistake.
Overview
I think that the foundation showed that my strengths were the main report writing and creation of my work. It also showed that I was a confident presenter when it came to presentations. However, I think it highlighted some very important weaknesses that I look forward to changing. The first being Using my citations more effectively to justify the conclusions that I am making on a report. The second weakness that I have discovered is that my proof reading is not up to standard as I am losing easy to obtain marks that when added together could have drastic implications on my overall grade. The changes I will make going forward to resolve these issues are to include a citation with every point that I make in any conclusion or area of my report that needs justification. I will also make sure I put extra time away to proof read all my work as it isn’t a difficult task and deserves the effort. I feel like I have already made changes in this year as I prioritise my work a lot higher now by starting it earlier meaning I have extra time to amend and look over my work.



 






[bookmark: _Toc512205788]Conclusion
To conclude I think that this report has helped me pinpoint where I am losing marks within my other work areas. This should greatly benefit me going forward as I know what my key areas of improvement are. Reflecting privately at the end of my current year may also benefit me to see what else needs to be improved.
