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Tourism travel planning for Brexit 
1.1 Introduction
This report will provide the reader with an insight into the potential impacts the travel tourism sector will face post Brexit if in the worst case scenario we leave without a deal. With current negotiations ongoing the public and organisations are still unaware of the damage this could have and the report sets to tackle this by providing information on two key methods of transport for tourism where the discussion will focus on transport by ferry and the impact this may have on sea ports across the UK and air will also be covered as organisations are unaware whether they will be able to travel to EU countries after the 29th of march 2019 (Brexit deadline). The report will also make key recommendations to politicians and transport planners within the United Kingdom to suggest what could be done to make these impacts less harmful to the UK and its economy.
2.1 Ferry 
According to Lesley Pender ferries are a method in water transport that can offer short distance transportation for local communities on short domestic trips and for tourists. Both of these methods play key in the role of travel and tourism industry. Keynote (1999) describes the tourism concept of ferries as fitting into 3 different sub categories of connecting the UK to the rest of the world and they are UK to continental, UK to Eire (republic of Ireland) and domestic and in 1998 there was 12 companies operating these routes internationally and several domestic companies. It is clear to most that Ferries and the UK port industry over the years has played a key role in the development of travel and tourism but with Brexit fast approaching it is uncertain of what the impacts of this will have on the ferry industry but key experts have spoken out and said what they believe is set to happen with a no deal brexit. 
Although there seems to be a trend setting of the impacts on the ferry trade industry with the EU, Craig Mackinlay, the MP for south Thanet, believes that if the EU allow any blockages within the industry it will hurt the EU as much as it would Britain due to the vast amount of surplus in trade with the UK. 
With fears of a no deal brexit tourists fear travelling abroad after march 29th and as a result Brittany ferries have stated that they have seen a decline in the number of bookings they have been taking as a result of the fear factor. At present Brittany ferries say forward bookings were down between 4% and 5%, head of communications at Brittany ferries, Nigel Wonnacott, outlined that the main concerns with regular customers appeared to be pet travel, health insurance and driving licences                        that may not be recognised post brexit. Wonnacott follows on by saying that the decline has impacted the company’s cash flow and raised concerns about whether or not they will be able to fill their ten ferries. Investment in the company has already been approved for another 3 additional ferries to be built but with a no deal brexit impending Brittany ferries fear they will not have the passengers nor freight to fill these ships potentially making the money seem poorly invested.
Despite the trepidation of travelling to the EU post Brexit from tourists, Max Foster, passenger director at DFDS has said the company is still encouraging tourists to make bookings regardless of the up and coming Brexit deadline, this comes as in 2017 the company enabled over 3.5 million tourists to take ferries as a form on transport on their dover to France ferries. With the possibility of a no deal this may now mean budget airlines may now lose their titles as being “affordable” as the growing speculation of cost for air travel continues but DFDS states that the movement between passengers between the EU and UK should still be cheap and affordable in the coming years and states that for a car and nine passengers the costing starts from £39 each way which is cheaper than most routes on budget airlines like Ryanair and easyJet 
UK Chamber of Shipping chief executive Guy Platten has come forward and given his views on the matter with direct quotes of how this will impact the Portsmouth ferry port, he said “The port at Portsmouth has done a little calculation, they reckon if there was just a two minute delay, whilst checks were made, that would add 15 hours onto the day really, in terms of delays” and in the ferry industry that could prove to be a catastrophic mess, but the main concern Platten has is that our European counterparts are showing no real concern over the matter and now have to have a system in place similar to the UK who refute that they need a hard customs border, in turn this will mean delays for holiday makers holidays and ultimately reduce the amount of time they have on leisure time and instead increase the time travelling to the destination.  Not only is this going to be a huge problem in Portsmouth but this will also happen in dover as it has happened previously in 2015 with operation stack where in late July the guardian reported that because of the build up of lorries on the motorways going towards the port of dover, many tourism destinations suffered as a result with junctions being closed off for at least 24 days in the peak of summer. The guardian reported that leeds castle in kent had suffered a 30% loss in tourism numbers in that time which meant a £100,000 loss to the charity operating and running the castle who only make £400,000 a year. The other risk of operation stack is local business surrounding dover and so they are calling now on MPs to act as the delays and anything effecting the smooth importing and exporting of goods will have an immediate impact on the entire economy and if people lost jobs, or businesses as a result that is a number of people that will suffer and not be able to go on holidays due to a hard customs border post Brexit.
2.2 Air 
The potential impacts of a no deal Brexit are currently never ending with many industry experts and government officials warning of the increased risks the aviation industry faces. Currently the UK government says that the EU and UK needs to accept each others aviation standards and thus far the EU refutes to do so and will stop recognising the UK’s safety standards if there is a hard Brexit, the article continues by stating that if the nations do not agree a deal by the end of march 2019 then the no airline whether it be a British or EU carrier may operate in either region without seeking the appropriate permission to do so in advance although the UK is willing to allow EU operators to fly into the UK and would expect the same treatment in return. (BBC 2018)
In another report by the BBC it discusses that the UK would have to leave the EU single aviation market which governs the ability of the UK to fly to 44 different countries which include the United states and Canada, the report suggests that new negotiations can take place with the current 44 countries but reiterated that it would take time to do so and way beyond the Brexit deadline at that meaning there would be no air traffic moving between the UK and EU and all countries governed by open skies which is part of the EU court of justice meaning all flights from the UK will stop until new agreements have been made with other nations.
Alexandre de Juniac the chief director of IATA (International Air Transport Association) has also warned that there will be a huge amount of work required to retain the air links between the united Kingdom and the countries belonging to the European Union, Mr Juniac says “The UK government’s papers on the air transport implications of a ‘no-deal’ departure from the EU clearly exposes the extreme seriousness of what is at stake” meaning that until both parties continue to not accept each others existing standards of air travel there will still be a burden on the government, tour operators which will take time and a variety of resources. Juniac also added that he was unaware if pilots licences would be recognised and followed by saying if a no deal scenario actually happened then the government would fall back on a bare bones agreement which would only allow a basic level of connectivity with EU countries.
following growing concerns from many tourists and organisations AIRBUS have come out with a risk assessment looking at the potential dangers of a no deal agreement. The risk assessment begins by stating that there will be no transition period if the UK elects to leave the EU without a deal in place, this means all aspects of trade and dealership with the EU will effectively stop with immediate impact. this could have a variety of impacts within the company and could mean the company will have to question their place in the market within the United Kingdom, but, Airbus is not alone as British airways have come out and stated that it may leave Britain if there is no deal in place as an airline can only operate within europe if 50% of its shares are held within the EU. this comes as the International Airline Group who also owns Spains Iberia and Irelands Aer Lingus and currently owns the British national carrier is currently in talks with the Spanish government to determine how to proceed. 
when looking at the trends set by the found and discussed articles it appears apparent that travel by air could be immediately effected with no full understanding of all repocutions that could emerge post a no deal Brexit, the reports tend to focus on the potential of no transport by air being allowed to enter any EU or nation within the current open skies agreement. the immediate impact this could have on the tourists is that many could well have flights and holidays cancelled as a result meaning that people will lose money and time from their holidays, it could also spell disaster for those travelling abroad and not having any means of transport of getting back into the country if there are no Planes from EU destinations meaning guests will have to find an alternative method to travel back to the UK which again could cost substantially and could even depend of the United kingdom’s relationship with other departments in sea and land travel like ferries and the Eurostar.
  
3.1 conclusion and recommendations 
the author concludes that through uncertainty of the travellers interests it would be wise of holiday makers who are thinking of booking holidays to delay as long as they possibly can to make sure they are not losing big chunks of their money, it is also advisable that they pay for their holiday in instalments rather than the whole thing at once in case a clause is included to state that the company is not liable for circumstances that unravel post Brexit if no deal is made and holiday makers lose that money. the second recommendation is for the government to include the top five organisations of each industry to be involved in Brexit negotiations like British airways and Airbus which would prove a catastrophic loss to the economy and individuals lifestyles if the companies up and moved to an EU country like Spain and Germany as  Britain will already be making substantial due to Brexit but if companies are taking their business elsewhere jobs will be lost and people would be without the money they need to live meaning the government for many will be paying out unnecessary funding that wouldn’t be needed if the EU referendum hadn’t occurred. the third and final recommendation is for the government to devise a step by step information leaflet for those who have booked holidays around the 29th of march to give them information on what to do in the case that no plane can depart the EU for the UK in that period and put away some funding in order for the government to pay the British nationals home.


4.1 Appendices 
https://www.cbs.nl/en-gb/news/2016/50/more-ferries-plying-between-the-netherlands-and-the-uk
https://afloat.ie/port-news/ferry-news/item/38812-brexit-what-could-leaving-eu-mean-for-fishguard-s-port
https://www.portsmouth.co.uk/news/business/no-deal-brexit-could-be-a-catastrophe-for-portsmouth-ferry-port-shipping-boss-says-1-8209222
https://www.cnbc.com/video/2018/09/12/does-brexit-mean-its-over-for-the-port-of-dover.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tLmcff7MSww
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-46095038
https://www.independent.co.uk/travel/news-and-advice/brexit-air-travel-no-deal-routes-flights-eu-leave-uk-open-skies-airlines-a8556971.html
https://thepointsguy.com/news/brexit-impact-on-holiday-travel/
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