Define and describe the 4 pillars of the UK Counter Terrorism Strategy as defined by UK Government. 
CONTEST is the UK’s counter terrorism strategy and framework that was introduced over 20 years ago. As times are forever evolving and the risk of terrorism becoming more imminent, there is a constant need for reviewing the documentation and policies for counter terrorism. CONTEST allows us to analyse any threat, to respond effectively and communicate through multi-agency organisations, nationally and globally. In 2023, CONTEST aimed to expand in response to terrorism to be more; agile, integrated and aligned (Gov UK, 2025). The four main pillars include prevent, pursue, protect and prepare. 
Firstly, prevent looks at stopping individuals becoming involved in terrorism. This can be done through identifying the ‘ideological causes of terrorism’, then putting early interventions in place and support those that are vulnerable to radicalisation. Part of the early intervention includes referrals from institutions like schools, colleges, police and prisons where an assessment will be completed, followed by a ‘channel panel’ which is a voluntary process. In 2022, there were 6,406 referrals where 89% left with no further concerns, showing its success. For those that have already taken part in terrorist activities they can aim to disengage and rehabilitate. The Desistance and Disengagement Programme provides interventions to stop those participating and thinking about radicalisation through multi agency partnerships, overseas and working with current legislation such as the ‘Online Safety Bill’ to identify/prevent any illegal activity (Gov UK, 2025).  
Next, pursue detects, investigates and disrupts any terrorist criminal activity, once again through multi-agency partnership nationally and overseas. For example, with ‘Five Eyes partners’. They achieve this through disseminating any information, using training scenarios and including the use of military services. CONTEST claims to be ready to use ‘lethal force’ if this means preventing UK nationals of any risk or harm. They use relevant technologies to track and monitor suspicious terrorist activity and ensure that they follow the relevant legislation in place. The main aim of this pillar is to stop the attacks before they occur. MI5 has been successful in; ‘disrupting 39 late-stage attack plots’ between 2017-2023 (Gov UK, 2025). 
Protect looks at how they can better our protection against any terrorist activities. They look to reduce the following: the risk of physical harm to individuals, transport or public venues vulnerabilities and materials/technology that are accessed. An example is Martyn’s Law, which was passed to improve security at public venues. It also aims to identify the threats through border systems and manage these. CONTEST is continuously looking to improve security at UK airports and border controls and to also take away abilities to terrorists for online searching, restricting certain websites (Gov UK, 2025).
Lastly, prepare looks at minimizing the impact that a terrorist attack could have. It looks to create proportionate response to the terrorist methodologies; multi-agency responses to prevent further harm/save lives and looks at the recovery of the victims. Finally, it reflects on and shares practices from previous attacks eg. Manchester Arena, through running training exercises. The response is linked with the Joint Emergency Service Interoperability principles (JESIP) which look at what to do from when the incident occurs all the way through to supporting the victims. From training control room staff, first responders to specialised departments CONTEST makes sure that all areas are covered. The victims will be placed in recovery both physically and psychologically and CONTEST will continue to strengthen relationships across seas (Gov UK, 2025). 
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