CREATIVE WRITING PART THREE
LESSON 4:

The Last Picture Show
Go over work re-written from last week.

Watch film  The Last Picture Show  

This film was made in 1970(?) by the relative newcomer Peter Bogdanovitch. It created something of a minor sensation and Bogdanovitch was hailed as the new messiah (something he didn’t quite live up to) It’s almost as if the irony of the film is rooted in its subject matter (The LAST picture show) creating a tension with its hope – that this would be the beginning of the new cinema and, in some ways it reinforced the movement in Hollywood for more challenging work which had begun with Bonnie and Clyde a few years earlier.

There are several narrative strands all emphasising the end of something – the end of innocence for the kids (the sex; going to war etc.) and the end of the cinema which would have found an echo with the music which is essentially Hank Williams who died at 29 about the time of the setting of the film. It’s a deeply elegiac film.
Exercise:

Think about how the title relates to the content and how the visuals comment on both.

Who wrote the film? Or was it a screenplay from an original book? Who wrote the book? See if you can find any examples of that person’s writing that may inform any writing that you do.

Write a piece reflecting something of the film.

You may write a poem inspired by that elegiac tone. You may pick out one of the narrative strands and write your own short story based on that. Or you may take a section of the film and write it as a short film script.
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