Dissertation Report

Introduction
· Overview of subject and context
· Explain what to expect within the dissertation (structure)
· Briefly discuss the queens and their unique qualities which helped them to become so notable in history
· Review limitations and reasoning for this topic
· (Include methodology – i.e where the evidence comes from, secondary and primary, books, - not from pictures as there is not much to be said about them)

First Chapter – Matilda Lady of the English
· Title
· Context – relying on chroniclers who were biased against Matilda, which makes it difficult to understand who she really was, therefore it is important to read between the lines and gather as much evidence as possible
· Childhood – where does she learn or inherit her abilities from?
Father – King, learns pride, assertiveness ect
Mother – ‘pious woman’, learns piety, example of how a woman acts for her husband
First husband – Emperor, learnt how to rule, govern, negotiate, advisor to her husband
· How does she use her skills? Does this make her an effective politician/leader?
· Chroniclers – how do they perceive her? Impact of their views
· Extent of which Matilda impacted upon Plantagenet dynasty = matriarch
· Limitations of her effectiveness – she was a woman, therefore she was still in a world dominated by men and was not able to completely take control, she relied on her allies and her brother in law, Robert of Gloucester’s support
· Matilda’s pride – how did this affect the way she was viewed? Was her pride a form of arrogance or sense of pride of her heritage?
· Next stage of Matilda’s life = Most important impact upon the Plantagenet dynasty as she married Geoffrey of Anjou and began to deliver sons, i.e heirs
· ‘Anarchy’ – war against Stephen
· Evidence of Matilda’s intelligence and strategies, fighting for the sake of her inheritance and that of her sons
· Matilda’s role as a councillor and advisor to her son Henry II, impact upon the Plantagenets as she assisted its rise to power and supported her sons endeavours
· Conclude that Matilda had a positive impact upon the Plantagenets as she was the matriarch and assisted her son in stabilising his rule

Second Chapter – Eleanor
· Eleanor’s background – childhood, education, first marriage
· She was a woman of intelligence and culture – evidence given by contemporaries such as Bertran de Born, Bernard de Ventadour and William of Newburgh
· Identify reasons for Eleanor marrying Henry II – it suited them both, they would both benefit from the marriage, Henry would receive her lands, wealth and support in his fight against Stephen and she would become Queen of England
· The divorce also allows us to see more of Eleanor’s character, throughout the annulment she had a hand in procuring it and very quickly arranged for Henry to marry her in order to safeguard herself and her territories
· With the added strength of Aquitaine, Henry was able to become powerful enough to overcome Stephen – Matilda started the war, but it was Eleanor who finished it. Both had important roles and can be considered to have equal impact at this stage
· The next ten-fifteen years of Eleanor’s life was fixated on birthing children – again a very vital role for the Plantagenet dynasty as she produced heirs, however her political impact was very miniscule during that time, Henry relying more on his mother than his wife who was little more than a ceremonial decoration at that time
· It is through Eleanor’s regency of Aquitaine that she displays her leadership skills, equal to that of Matilda
· Lack of evidence or mention of Eleanor by the chroniclers, making it difficult to ascertain what type of leader she was – ‘overshadowed’ by her husband due to her gender
· Similarities between the two women = both became regents of important lands, both birthed heirs of the Plantagenets, both were relied upon by Henry II
· Matilda and Eleanor differ, however, in their truest loyalties – Matilda supported her son Henry fully, whilst Eleanor supported her own sons over her husband, meaning that their priorities differed
· Rebellion of the sons against Henry II – Eleanor’s role in the uprising was to support her sons which would have been shocking at the time as her duty was first to her husband
· Theorised that Eleanor had a larger role in the rebellion of her sons against their father, as they went to conspire with her former husband Louis VII, however the chroniclers are again vague as to how much she was involved
· It was only after her release from prison that Eleanor truly began to demonstrate the full extent of her capabilities could be recognised as she became the Queen Mother and Queen Regent with unlimited power and authority in England, making her easily the most powerful woman in Europe at the time
· Not only did her support go to Richard, but also to John after his brother’s death and Eleanor came out of retirement in order to help stabilise his position on the throne, once again proving how irreplaceable she was to the continuation of the Plantagenet Dynasty

Chapter 3 – Isabella The Iron Lady
· Childhood – background/context
· Accomplishments as a wife to Edward III – instance where she pleaded on her knees in front of the court in order to pacify the barons and also maintain her husband’s dignity
· Achievements – role as wife and queen, after the removal of Gaveston she was able to fully embrace her duties and became close confidante of Edward
· Chroniclers
· Comparison to Eleanor and Matilda – similarities, differences, roles, greatness
· Isabella’s rival – Despenser, now relegated back to simply being a wife
· Failure of Edward III – context of his rule, Despenser’s influence
· Using her intelligence, Isabella allowed herself to be sent to France on a diplomatic mission to France in order to arrange a treaty and later requested her son to her side in order to pay homage
· By transforming her position, Isabella showed true strategic capability like that of Matilda and Eleanor before her
· Isabella caused the most shocking impact to the Plantagenet dynasty by deposing her husband and naming herself Queen Regent on behalf of her son with her lover, however after this she fails to live up to the standards of the previous queens as she then continued to claim more power for herself rather than protect the interests of her son, showing a very distinctive difference between her and the other two queens
· This impact may have been unprecedented, however it was an extremely positive one as by replacing the old king, who was failing at being a ruler, Isabella was able to save the dynasty from being ruined and her son became known as one of England’s most efficient rulers
· Thus, it can be said that although she does not possess the same level of dedication and loyalty as Matilda and Eleanor to her son, she was most certainly had the most dynamical impact upon the dynasty

Conclusion
· Matilda = most important/intelligent, matriarch of the Plantagenet
· Eleanor = most powerful/’energetic’/enthusiastic, greatest supporter of the Plantagenet dynasty
· Isabella = most significant/shocking, made the greatest impact (she deposed a king and replaced him with her son, unprecedented but extremely necessary)
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Abstract
	The purpose of this paper is to examine the extent to which three renowned queens of the Plantagenet dynasty impacted upon its success or failure, as well as identifying the key traits which allowed them to rise to power and surpass all expectations placed upon them by the male dominated society of their time. Through researching modern scholarship and primary sources I intend to complete an in depth analysis of the lives of Empress Matilda, Eleanor of Aquitaine and Isabella of France. Through analysing their education and early years, I intend to ascertain the main influences and reasons for the development of such ferociously strong women and further examine the ways in which they utilised their skills either for the benefit of the Plantagenet Dynasty or themselves. This endeavour is to better understand the somewhat standardised opinions of women in the medieval period as well as the reasoning as to why these particular women were both obstructed and supported in their roles as rulers.

Progress:
Thus far I have made an effort to organise my research for my dissertation and have already made great headway in the first draft. My topic surrounds Plantagenet women and their influence, therefore a large amount of reading is involved, however because the topic is personally extremely interesting it is easy to engage with, and already my understanding of medieval opinions and social constructs has been challenged and changed the more I read into the subject.

Problems:
Initially I was going to compare the Plantagenet queens to their husbands and kings of the same dynasty, however almost immediately I realised that such a generic and broad topic would be far too large for this dissertation so I had to narrow my research. From there I decided to instead focus on the Plantagenet queens because I have always held an interest in the way women were treated and viewed in medieval society. This provided a much more realistic and manageable subject. After deciding upon the topic, my next issue came with the phrasing of the subject title as I could not decide how best to analyse the queens, and also I could not decide what to compare them to. Finally, I decided to research the impact they made upon the success and failure of the Plantagenet dynasty:
‘How were queens able to influence the success or failure of their husband’s reign during the Plantagenet dynasty?’
Whilst researching, I once more realised that this topic was far too large to cover with an in-depth analysis under ten thousand words, so I took inspiration from my initial idea to compare only a select number of queens to their husbands as a means to narrow down the subject breadth:
‘To what extent did Plantagenet queens such as Eleanor of Aquitaine compare with their husbands and how were they able to influence the success or failure of their rule?’
Despite being similarly worded, I endeavoured to try and select a few more notable queens during Plantagenet reign which would make for an intriguing research topic. Initially I had chosen Eleanor and her husband Henry II, Margaret of France and the Young King Henry, Isabelle of Angouleme and King John, Eleanor of Provence and Henry III, Isabella of France and Edward II as well as Anne of Bohemia and Isabelle of Valois, both of whom were married to Richard II, the last Plantagenet king. Again this proved too broad a topic, so I refined my research down to just three of the most famous queens who both ruled and impacted upon the Plantagenet dynasty, with one minor exception, Empress Matilda, who did not rule or marry a Plantagenet king:
‘To what extent did the Empress Matilda, Eleanor of Aquitaine and Isabella of France have an impact upon the continuation and rise of the Plantagenet Dynasty?’
With my research now refined, I began to look into primary sources and chroniclers to find contemporary evidence and accounts of these three women, only to find that there was little available. Additionally, most biographies of these women mainly concern themselves with what either their husbands or, in Matilda’s case her enemy Stephen or her brother Robert of Gloucester, were doing at the same time. Due to the lack of evidence to support the fact that these women were a large part of their husbands’ rule, I decided to expand a little upon the title:
‘To what extent did the Empress Matilda, Eleanor of Aquitaine and Isabella of France have an impact upon the continuation and rise of the Plantagenet Dynasty and how were they able to become known as such powerful figures despite their gender?’
Adding another research topic allowed me to look further into their lives and the early stages of their childhood in order to understand what influenced them to become the formidable women they would later become.

Successes:
· Despite the lack of chroniclers’ mentioning of these three queens, there is still plenty that can be analysed and enough to compare and contrast with one another as well as with modern scholarship.
· Having been previously organised and began my research during the summer, I am already ahead of schedule and have been able to write up a few draft chapters of my dissertation.
· I have been meeting with my Dissertation Officer to ask for advice and reading materials which has helped me to further develop my knowledge of the subject.

Aims:
· From this point onward I intend to continue reading about the topic as much as possible in order to have a broad a range of opinions and ideas as possible.
· I also intend to try and find copies or photographs of charters and levies signed by the three queens in order to give further evidence that they had an important role within the governing of the country.
· I have set myself the task of completing a full first draft before the end of November with complete referencing so that I do not become stressed about it whilst having other coursework to complete.
