In this essay I will be looking at the question. Using an example of your choice discuss the issues that arise in the presentation of a site or collection which could be termed ‘difficult heritage’. I’ve chosen The Berlin Wall and Checkpoint Charlie museum. First, we look at the history of the wall, what caused it to be built, a brief look at life on both sides, which all makes up the heritage of the wall, showing how it can be a difficult heritage, for both Eastern and Western Berliners. 
Before the wall people from Soviet-occupied East Berlin were allowed to travel freely into West Berlin, going from socialist control to capitalism. As the West grew there was an obvious difference in living standards, this in turn caused “great dissatisfaction” in the East. Emigration from the East to West became a problem for the Kremlin, as most were well-educated and highly trained, causing a “brain drain”. There reasons for fleeing were the “absence of political freedoms and economic shortcomings”. The uncontrolled border let the population on the East side, compare life on the West side. This caused tension between Eastern and Western world leaders. As Marxism was born in Germany, the East had to show that the Marxist-Leninist theory was working, so felt they had no chose but to build a divide between the East and West. Janos Kadar leader of Hungary, who had already had to force a dissatisfied population into line after an uprising. Said of the construction of the Berlin Wall “it would cause serious harm to the reputation of the entire communist movement”. Even Khrushcher said “the wall was a hateful thing”. But with the wall in place the tension between East and West stabilized and the risk of nuclear war subsided, even Kennedy acknowledged “the wall is a hell of a lot better than a war”. The wall was an obvious and vivid demonstration of the failures of the communist system, to which the world was able to see. On the West side capitalism was succeeding. Eric Hobsbawn was one of the last great Marxist historians who called the early post war era the “Golden Age”, talked how The Berlin Wall can be seen as a monument to ending communism and socialism in Germany. When we look at Marxism, Leninism, Stalinism and Maoism, these shouldn’t be judged alone on there economic performance, but also on the horrendous, ideologies they put into practise, which properly bought about almost 100 million premature deaths in the 20th century. Just after the wall came down a sign was put up on the wall of an East German factory saying. “To the workers of the World: I am sorry”. There was no need for a signature. 
13th August 1961 saw a historical event literally occur overnight; in the early hours of the Sunday morning a darkness fell over not just Berlin but over Germany. East and West became even more divided. Temporary barriers were welded into place, followed by cinder blocks and concrete, with a barbed wire top. The Berlin Wall was built. It was built by the East Germany communist party, they named it the ‘Antifascist Defence Rampart’. To the rest of the world, it was the ‘Berlin Wall’. In fact, it was two walls with a sandy area in the middle, which in the day was raked and at night lite up with floodlights this became known as the ‘death-strip’. Soon after the wall went up viewing platforms were permitted, so western tourist could get a look at the sandy area. Over the cause of the 28 years of the wall standing, a large number of people died trying to cross from the East, the exact number is unknown. So not only were tourists looking at the sand, but probably looking at were people lost their lives trying to cross, this being a classic case of dark tourism. There were several crossing points, but the most well known was Checkpoint Charlie, this had US tanks pointing straight down the barrels of Soviet tanks.  Patrick Major described Checkpoint Charlie as the “wardrobe from C.S Lewis’s Narnia stories; you began in one world, filled with neon and primary yellows, only to emerge in another seemingly set in Sepia, where the air smelled of brown coal and two-stroke petrol”. In the early days of the wall, some became so desperate to ‘escape’ they leaped out of apartment windows that lined the wall, East German authorises soon put a stop to this by no-longer letting anyone occupy the buildings.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Patrick Major, Behind the Berlin Wall, Oxford University Press, 2010.] 

By the 1980’s Mikahil Gorbachev had become leader of the USSR, he started to bring a change to communism, and the iron curtain started to come to down. Hungary started to dismantle its fortified border with Austria, this in turn provided an escape route for East Germans. With an ageing leadership, new political pressure groups forming and organised mass demonstrations in favour of change, the ageing leader Honecker was replaced by Egon Krenz in October 1989. He bought in a series of reforms to stabilise the country, but these failed to stop the protests and steady stream of people escaping. So, a final concession was announced on the 9th of November 1989, giving unrestricted travel into the West. This just opened the floodgates and was the start of the wall coming down.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Mary Fulbrook, Interpretations of the Two Germanies 1945-1990, Macmillan press LTD, 2000, pg 22-25] 

[bookmark: _Hlk84797280]With the border now open, the celebrations began, people started to hack at the wall, many tourists rushed to the area to be part of the history being made, they to join the “wall-pecking” – this was the term given to those hammering out pieces of the wall, all wanting to take home a souvenir. Some segments were sold at auctions and can now be found all over the world, including outside the UN headquarters building in New York. These are often displayed as symbols of the struggle for freedom.  
Bernauer Strasse is one of the most significant historically and “touristy” stretches of the former Berlin Wall. Its home to the “official” wall memorial, which also has documentation and visitor centre. There is also a reconstructed stretch of a complete set of border fortifications. Bernauer Strasse saw several dramatic escapes, as well as attempted ones. The houses on the South side of the street belonged to the East, but had doors and windows opening onto the West, so the East border troops had the lower floor doors and windows bricked up. But this didn’t stop people trying to escape. Border troops from the East bricked up the lower-level doors and windows, but this didn’t stop people from still jumping. People on the western side would encourage them to jump into nets, sadly some would miss and ended up jumping to their death. Border soldiers were seen dragging people in and away from the windows. Eventually all the windows were bricked up. Bernauer Strasse also saw more tunnels dug under the border and street, than any other part of the border, including the most famous one tunnel 57, which saw 57 East Berlin citizen’s escape. While the escape took place, shoots were fired, and a young Eastern Guard was fatally shoot. Egon Schultz became an East German national hero, hundreds of memorials were put up, but after the reunification of Germany documents were found in the Stasi headquarters, stating that in fact Egon Schultz had been shoot by “friendly fire”. The memorials were soon removed and just a small memorial plaque was put up.[footnoteRef:3] [3: https://www.the-berlin-wall.com/videos/mass-escape-tunnel-57-at-bernauer-strasse-554/
 ] 

In the middle of the ‘death strip’ stood a church, which the GDR had blowen up in the mid 80’s. Today there is now a chapel of Reconciliation, here memorial services are held which are attended by politicians and top officials on important anniversaries. 
Along the former border a large number of information points have been installed, these offer background information through video screens, audio tracks, text, and photo panels, all are in German and English. The tower over the documentation/visitor centre has a viewing platform centre, from here you can see the reconstruction of the border strip, which is the only part that shows the Berlin wall with the inner and outer walls and an indication of the ‘death strip’. [footnoteRef:4] This is the National Berlin Wall Memorial.  [4:  https://www.dark-tourism.com/] 

Bernauer Strasse saw over three hundred attempts of people from the East trying to escape, most failed, some lost their lives, some were lucky enough to make it across, this made the street a popular location for all the memorials, City council members wanted to preserve a long section of the wall/border to try and keep the memory alive. But local residents on the western side of Bernauer Strasse, didn’t agree and put together a strong case as to why they didn’t. They stated that they had spent twenty-nine years looking at the Wall and didn’t want to spend the rest of their lives looking at it. There were also objections from residents on the Eastern side as well. When the wall went up the administration of Saint Sophia’s Church (Sophienkirche) had to deal with border guards controlling visitors, patrolling round the graves, over a thousand graves were moved, part of the border area was established over a pre-existing mass grave for soldiers who lost their lives in action during world war II. Eastern residents/relatives could only visit the graves of loved ones with a “grave certificate”, while residents/relatives on the western side were completely barred from visiting them. So, neither side wanted to be reminded of the “wall”. So, the compromise is the National Berlin Wall Memorial, which has a piece of the original wall, there are several gaps which visitors can slip through to reach the “death stripe”. How ever this area has been re-design, so it no longer conveys it brutal past. Along the former border a large number of information points have been installed, these offer background information through video screens, audio tracks, text, and photo panels, all are in German and English. There is a “window of Remembrance”, which commemorates those who died in the area including eight Eastern border guards and members of the People’s army that lost their lives at the Wall, they were added in the name of political correctness. The names of them all are on there, some also have photos. People come here to lay flowers. [footnoteRef:5] [5:  Peter Schneider, Berlin Now; the rise of the city and fall of the wall, Penguin books, 2014, pg 156-162.] 

One of the most vibrant memorials is the so-called “Mauer-Park”, which literally means Wall park. This part of the wall separated the West German district of Wedding from the East German Prenzlauer Berg. There was roughly a two-hundred-yard stretch section left. This was covered entirely with graffiti in bright colours. The ‘death strip’ area had turned into a large green playground, taken over by the “younger generation”. At the weekends its thousands visited it. There are climbing walls, flea market, amphitheatre, music groups, puppet shows and playgrounds. The park has become a happy place after its sad previous life. “The pop remnant of the wall has become a recreational ghost, as it were protectively watching over the colourful goings-on”. On the East side a fourteen-hundred-yard section of the wall, became the East Side Gallery, after reunification the Council of Ministers of East Germany commissioned some internationally artist to paint and spray-paint impressive images onto the wall. But because this was the inner wall (Hinterlandmauer) it was built with cheaper materials and started to crumble. So, preservation actions were put in place and the wall not only was repaired, treated to preserve it, the artists were asked to come and re-create their paintings. Not all for a variety of reason came back but 87 out of the 115 did. By 2013 plans were in place for the East side Gallery to be partly knocked down and an apartment block built. In March 2013 saw demonstrations, slogans could be heard, but this time shouting “The wall must stay”. In 1987 Ronald Reagan’s famous call was “Mr Gorbachev, tear down this wall”. Now the demonstrators were calling “Mr Wowereit, don’t tear down this wall”. Young protestors who had never lived with the “Wall”, joined the older Berliners. One twenty-year-old said “that even a tiny gap in the East Side Gallery would destroy the sense of constriction and imprisonment that had reigned here during the years of the wall”, someone from the landmark’s preservation society referred to Berlin as “the modern Rome of archaeology” and they had an obligation to protect monuments of the past. [footnoteRef:6] The East Side Gallery is still standing and now a heritage-protected landmark, even though it is no longer quite authentic.   [6:  Peter Schneider, Berlin Now; the rise of the city and fall of the wall, Penguin books, 2014, pg 156-164] 

The original checkpoint Charlie museum started as a small private collection by Rainer Hildebrandt. Rainer started chronicling the events happening at the border control checkpoint Charlie, and around the wall. To protest against the division of Germany. He started of in a small flat on Bernauer Strasse, then soon moved to bigger premises next to checkpoint Charlie on Friedrich Strasse. The museum host’s a large number of original artefacts. A SM 70 spring-gun, which had been ‘stolen’ from the East side border guard, by a former eastern political prisoner, who had been released into the west. Michael Gartenschlager started campaigning against the East’s border security. He managed to dismantle two SM 70 spring guns, he wanted to show the west how inhumane the East border was. On attempting the third, Stasi snipers were waiting for him and shot him dead. Other items, photos, stories that people are really interested in cover the ways in which people tried, some did some didn’t, to escape. For example, the Dutch musician who used a speaker cabinet to smuggle his girlfriend out, a shopping trolly that had a false bottom, in which a baby that had been sedated, was placed with light shopping on top. One of the most famous photos is of Conrad Schumann-a young border guard, who was guarding the border just as they were starting to build the wall, so there was only barbed wire along the border, the photo was taken has he jumped the wire into the west. There’s documents and photos that show the failed attempts as well, plus much more. [footnoteRef:7] [7:  https://www.mauermuseum.de/en/start/] 

Today souvenir shops around Berlin and on the internet, pieces of the wall are sold. But are these pieces “genuine” who knows as there is no real way of checking their authenticity. I am guilty of having a fridge magnet I bought in Berlin, on my fridge boasting a piece of the “Berlin Wall”. The Western side checkpoint Charlie hut is now a replica, with the original now in the Allied Forces Museum. A “special” feature just for tourist are the fake “border guards “on “duty” for all the tourist to take photos of. [footnoteRef:8] [8:  http://www.alliiertenmuseum.de/] 

Germany is now one country, it with out a doubt has a lot of difficult heritage. The wall coming down also bought down the Iron Curtain, bringing an end to communism in Europe. Berlin has become a tourist hotspot and it has done a lot to cater to tourist, but it has also tried hard to keep as much of its heritage on show as it can, even if some of it is upsetting. Understandable a lot of the wall needed to be removed, as people living there don’t want to have to look at it for ever. It has a few “specialist” museums, like the Allied Forces museum, and Stasi museum. When I was lucky enough to visit the area, I personally feel that it has presented its ‘difficult heritage well’. But from what I have read it seems to have gone a lot more “touristy” since I was there.  
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