The two countries which will be discussed throughout this essay is Wales and China, comparing and contrasting the differences between culture, family life and various other opportunities, stating policies and including theories throughout. 
According to The Audiopedia (2016), the term childhood includes various developmental stages in which children go through before reaching adulthood, learning various skills along this journey. As children are viewed as more vulnerable than adults, they rely on adults to help guide them through this stage, however different experiences during childhood can affect children in different ways, therefore forming their different views and opinions, and this relates to Piaget’s theory of cognitive development (The Audiopedia, 2016). Ewing et al. (2011) further synthesises Piaget’s theory, which includes two stages, one being the preoperational stage, where children learn best through hands on experiences, providing that adults encourage this. Also, Ewing et al. (2011) further suggests the second stage in childhood is the concrete operational stage, which suggests that again, adults must provide support to the children by providing opportunities for open ended play in order to further develop the skills in which they have acquired. 
The Office for National Statistics (2014) found that in the 2011 census for Wales, there has been an increase in lone parent families and step families. According to the Welsh Government (2017), the most common household types are as little as one-person households, suggesting that the majority of family households are small. However, according to Upton-McLaughlin (2013), in China, the norm for a family is for all living members from all generations live under one roof. The eldest family members are the most respected and are viewed as the one ‘in charge’. However in Wales, according to the Joseph Rowntree Foundation (2007), there seems to be the view that within the family, the father is the provider, although this does not seem to be the case in recent times, where both parents are seen as the workers and providing for their families, since the increase of equality of women and the increase of lone parent families which tends to be the mother. 
Rosenburg (2018) states that the one child policy was put into effect in 1979 in China due to the overgrowing population, meaning that couples were only allowed one child. The One Child Policy caused many problems within China, such as the increase of back street abortions, increase of neglect and adoption to other countries, and the majority of these babies were female (Rosenburg, 2018). Killalea (2016) mentions that some families were fined when having two or more children, however, in some rural areas in China, it was looked down upon to have a girl, therefore it was deemed okay for the couple to try again in order to have a boy. Hancock (2018) suggests that China’s One Child Policy has relaxed after 35 years, allowing families to have two children. Hancock (2018) further states that since the policy has become less strict, there have been concerns due to the decrease of birth rates which has a long-term effect on the population and the shortage of workers. However, to try and balance this decrease, families are being encouraged to have more children, and this is according to Hancock (2018). However, in Wales the only policies put into place are in relation to child protection and safeguarding, including the United Nation Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) (NSPCC, No Date). According to the Children’s Commissioner Wales (No Date), all children have the right to be treated equally and to know their rights. The Library of Congress (2015) states that the UNCRC also is implemented in China, however compared to Wales, China show less encouragement towards children in regards to their rights. Similarly, Humanium (No Date) stresses the fact that although China states there is freedom of speech, however in reality this is not the case, as Chinese laws are strict, such as the limitations on the internet and the media, and human right defenders are likely to be accused of doing wrong and end up in prison. This goes against article 13 of the UNCRC which states that all children have the right to freedom of speech, and present this in any matter they prefer, including online, and this is in accordance to the Children’s Rights Alliance (2010).
According to Bloom (2014), China’s economic status remains low, and it is suggested that it costs 23,000 yuan to raise a child until they are 18 years old, which into British pounds would be £2,603. However, according to Loughborough University (2017), in Wales it is suggested that on average parents spend approximately £75,400 on their child until they are 18 years of age. According to Global Finance School (No Date), China buys the American Dollar in order to keep their economy low and keep relationships for trade at a high standard. China aims to keep the economy low in order to sell items all around the world for a cheaper rate (Global Finance School, No Date). Therefore, due to the economic status of China, many young adults have to move far to bigger cities in order to earn income and provide for their families miles away, often moving away for a year or even more, this is in accordance to Upton-McLaughlin (2013). Although, Loughborough University (2017) further states that the economy in Britain is stronger and the pound is high. Synthesising that Wales was the country in the UK to have an increase in the economy during 2017 (Kelsey, 2017). It is suggested by Loughborough University (2017) that children in Wales are more likely to go on holidays and travel compared to China due to the economy difference. 
Kan (2015) discusses the Chinese Education System, and states that there are three different sections in the education system, and that every child must complete nine years of compulsory education. The Ministry of Education (No Date) states that a policy was put into place in 1986 called the Compulsory Education of the People’s Republic of China, this was set in order to encourage children into education system and encouraging them to further education. Kan (2015) mentions the three types of education are basic education, which is part of the nine years of compulsory education which begins with preschool and then primary education, following this is then secondary school. The second type of education in China is higher education, which includes universities and colleges enabled to offer degree qualifications (Kan, 2015). The final education type in China is adult education, which allows adults to gain qualifications (Kan, 2015). However, in Wales the education system is followed by a framework called the Foundation Phase which is aimed towards children aged three to seven (Welsh Government, 2015). The Foundation Phase has many core aims in which they focus on in schools, such as personal and social development, language and literacy skills, knowledge and understanding of the world, mathematical development, creative development, physical development and the Welsh language (Welsh Government, 2015). Educations (2017) states that since the 1990’s, China has aimed to create an education system which is similar to Western schools. The Chinese highly focuses on and encourage education to young children (Educations, 2017). 
According to Humanium (No Date), there are faults within the Chinese education system, such as they are traditional with their ways of teaching, so there are no ways for children to actively learn. However, the Welsh Government (2015) states that in the Foundation Phase framework, one approach to encouraging children to learn is through active learning. Similarly, Fox and Riconscente (2008) mention Piaget’s theory of children learning through active play, and that children are active little scientists, allowing children to learn through self-discovery. Humanium (No Date) further suggests an issue in China’s education system is that they are strict on using only the Chinese language, which is not beneficial for ethnic minorities. Similarly, Educations (2017) further states that China is popular for accepting foreign students, so this suggests this causes great difficulty amongst students who do not speak Chinese. In relation to the Foundation Phase, although Welsh is the language of Wales, not all schools are fluent Welsh, however the Welsh language is highly encouraged through schools as it is a core aim as part of the Foundation Phase framework, therefore schools tend to use Welsh and English as their main languages (Welsh Government, 2015). 
Relating back to China’s low economy, universities can cause problems for students, making it rather difficult for many poorer families to get a degree or further their education (Humanium, No Date). Although, Lim (2016) states that tuition fees in China are kept at a low rate, stating that many of the top schools are actually public. However, in Wales today students have more opportunities to attend higher education such as universities due to Student Finance Wales (Kemplay, 2018). Kemplay (2018) further suggests that Student Finance Wales pays students tuition fees and also allows the student themselves to have a maintenance loan, allowing the student some help towards their living situation and buying resources to go towards their education. This loan is then paid off over time after the student has left university, and this is occurs when the student earns over £21,000 a year, however this all only applies to students who are from Wales, and this is suggested by Kemplay (2018). This suggests possible students in Wales are more likely to have debt after graduating university (Kemplay, 2018), as Lim (2016) states that student debt is virtually non existent to students in China. 
Humanium (No Date) states that within the education system, females have a lower advantage due to the discrimination in schools, suggesting that boys are more supported and encouraged throughout their academic careers, causing problems for women as they grow into adulthood, who would be more illiterate and are less likely to have a degree or diploma. According to O’Sullivan (2012), the role of women varies across different parts of China, in some areas women are viewed as strong and powerful and achieve leadership roles in their careers. However, there are some areas in China which see women as child bearers and this perception has stemmed from the One Child Policy and the view that the women were to bring up their child right, preferably male in order to prepare them for the world of work, this is stated by O’Sullivan (2012). According to the Open University (No Date), the role of women has changed greatly since World War II, where women transitioned from being a housewife to the world of work, leading to today in Wales where women and men are equal. The Government (2015) further states that the implementation of the Equality Act (2010) has helped lower the stigma of women as being inferior to men. The Equality Act (2010) is put into place to stop the discrimination of people in society, allowing everyone to be equal and have the same opportunities presented to them and receive support from wider society (Government, 2015). 
Chiu et al. (2012) discusses the social media in China, and suggests that in Western societies, the same social networking is used such as Twitter, YouTube, Snapchat and Facebook and many more, however China is a lot stricter when it comes to the use of social media and therefore do not use these websites as a means of communication. Similarly, Jingrong (2010) further mentions that the Government holds a media control in order to control what is being published online, which leads to less controversy. Jingrong (2010) further states that the control on the media by the government allows them to hide scandals and big news, or even to alter stories and create fake news in order to prevent themselves to look bad in any way, this possibly suggests that China view social media as an issue, therefore must have control overt it. However, the National Assembly for Wales (2015) mentions the Social Media Communications Policy, which looks at media as an advantage in order to portray the National Assembly for Wales, encouraging younger people to access information and increasing participation in order to allow people the opportunity for their voices to be heard. 
Jewell (2018) continues the discussion on social media by mentioning that in Wales, the use of social media and digital technology has increased greatly, especially the use of infants and young children. Jewell (2018) suggests that is has benefits and consequences for young children from improving their cognitive development, to the dangers of speaking to strangers online. Similarly, Samson (2017) states that children in China are also using digital technology from a young age, including using social networking from as young as the age of three. Samson (2017) further suggests that social networking can benefit young children who are shy in order to allow them the opportunity to speak with others online.
To Conclude, there are a variety of differences and similarities between culture, family life and education between China and Wales. Some of these are vast differences such as the strict One Child Policy in China (Resenburg, 2018) and the differences between Government in regards to the media, suggesting that the Government in China has a lot more restrictions and this is in accordance to Jingrong (2010). 
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