Version 1_Cohort 15 
[image: ]

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE in Consolidation of Social Work Practice
LEVEL 6 - 60 Credits
BMPF6044


LEARNER PORTFOLIO
(PORTH AGORED and UNIVERSITY OF WALES TRINITY SAINT DAVID)


	Learner’s name: Catrin Williams 

Email address: Catwms14@hotmail.com

Learner’s University Registration Number:
2238729


Cohort: 21onwards


 






Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work – 

A child is defined within the Social Services & Wellbeing (Wales) act as an individual under the age of 18 (Legislation, 2014).

The Social Services & Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 came into force in Wales in April 2016, and was designed with core principles in mind, such as prevention and early intervention, supporting children and families at the earliest opportunity to mitigate escalation of critical needs of services.

In addition, the act placed a duty on all local authorities in Wales to offer an assessment to any child who may have care and support needs under s21 of the act. The act also places a duty for authorities in Wales to have due regard to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (Government, 2010) and placed a duty on practitioners and relevant partners to report concern, knowledge or suspicions that a child is suffering or has suffered harm to social services under s128 and s130 of the act (Legislation, 2014).

Once a referral is submitted to a local authority, the authority must determine whether the information within the referral is indicative that a child is at risk of significant harm through undertaking a section 47 (of the Children Act, 1989) investigation. A section 47 investigation must be agreed mutually in a strategy discussion between both police and social services. These investigations can be completed jointly alongside the police should there be a criminal element to the referral in question.

Section 31 of the Children Act 1989 defines harm as ill treatment or the impairment of health or development, whilst significant harm means the health and development is compared to what is reasonably expected to that of a similar child (The Children Act, 1989).

A child’s care and support needs must be considered as part of the section 47 investigation, care and support needs are noted within the Social Services & Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014, replacing s17 of the Children Act 1989 which identified a child as a ‘child in need’. 

Following the section 47 investigation, should a child be found to be at risk of significant harm, the matter will be discussed in a child protection case conference where professional agencies share information, discuss risks and concerns and formulate a child protection plan. The four categories of significant risk registration are, Physical, Neglect, Sexual and Emotional. 

Should a child be placed on the child protection register, regular core groups will take place to ensure information sharing and progression of the family’s integration with the child protection plan are being adhered to. 

Should a child be deemed to be at continued risk of harm, the social worker can explore continued child protection registration, public law outline (PLO) meetings informing the family of possible proceedings should they not make the necessary changes required as per s31 of the Children Act 1989. Following any further intervention or parenting assessment undertaken by the social worker conclude there are still concerns regarding a child being at significant and continued risk of harm, the local authority may apply to court to determine any further actions to protect the child in question from significant harm. The local policies and procedures within the social worker’s respective local authority must also be adhered to, including use of research and guidance from respective safeguarding boards. 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work.

The main difference between safeguarding in adults and children safeguarding is the consideration of capacity as per the Mental Capacity Act 2005. This act notes that an adult has the right to make their own choices and decisions as per principle 3 of the act which states
a person is not to be treated as unable to decide because he makes an unwise decision, for example, an adult may choose to engage in a relationship where there is abuse ongoing should they have the capacity to choose to remain in this relationship.

Article 8 of the Human Rights Act 1998 highlights that all individuals have a right to respect for private and family life unless there are safeguarding concerns. The introduction of the Social Services & Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 gave clear guidance in relation to adult safeguarding. 

Consent is also required in adult safeguarding matters, an individual will need to consent to a safeguarding referral or a care and support assessment, unless it is deemed that an individual is unable to consent due to lacking the capacity to do so. Furthermore, an assessment must be completed by the practitioner evidencing the overriding principle as highlighted in the Social Services & Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014, or by proceeding if it is deemed in the adults best interests to do so (Wales Safeguarding Procedures. 2018).

There is a clear protocol in children’s social work for when a child is at risk of harm. Within Section 31 of the Children Act 1989 harm is defined as ‘ill treatment or the impairment of health or development’, whilst significant harm is defined by the ‘health and development being compared to what is reasonably expected to that of a similar child’. 

Should a child be deemed to be at significant harm, a section 47 investigation would be instigated to explore these concerns as per the direction outlined within the Children Act 1989 and the Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2018. Should this assessment deem the child to be at risk of significant harm, the social worker can explore avenues such as case conference, or protection orders as per the Children Act 1989. 

Children rely on their parents or their respective care givers to meet their care and support needs and to keep them safe from harm. The practitioner should also give due regard to whether a child has the ‘Gillick / Fraser Competence’ (NSPCC, 2022) to make a decision if under 16, however, concerns in relation to child protection must always be shared, irrespective of whether the child in question refuses. Adults are deemed able to make their own decision, unless deemed to lack mental capacity. 
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