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Description automatically generated]Gucci, from a modest beginning with handmade leather goods selling them to horseman back in 1920’s, to an empire worldwide. Guccio Gucci (1881-1953) was an immigrant in Paris and London working in hotels such as Savoy Hotel in London as a bellhop where he decided to took notes of their fashion, jewellery and leather goods. He was impressed with the luxurious luggage that guests from the hotel carry with them, so he had an idea. Went back to his hometown in Florence and opened a shop in 1920 with classic style leather goods. At the end of 19th century, the company Gucci became one of the world’s most successful high-end imported leather goods. He started producing handbags with the red and green bands, after that with the loafers.


Gucci expanded the company opening other shops in Florence, Milan and Rome with the help of three of his sons: Aldo, Vasco and Rodolfo Gucci.
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After the death of Vasco Gucci in 1974, the company was split 50-50 between Aldo and Rodolfo. Aldo Gucci was chairman of all Gucci 
shops from 1953-1986, he was branded the first Italian Ambassador to fashion by President John F. Kennedy. 
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Description automatically generated]The Gucci logo was designed in 1933 by Aldo Gucci after he began working at the company, he made the double G’s on their brand after his father’s initials. 
Soon this logo became more and more recognisable worldwide. When the third generation of the Gucci’s family took over the company, internal family disputes began, and the company was going downfall. In 1969 the first family feud it was made by Giorgio Gucci, son of Aldo, when he decided to open his own shop named Gucci Boutique. Another son of Aldo, Paolo wanted to launch Gucci Plus by himself. After the tax evasion of Aldo and having Maurizio as a bad president, and almost having the company going bankrupt by spending the company’s money on his lifestyle, the Gucci company was sold to Investcorp in 1988.

CEO of Gucci after the sale to Investcorp:
Since 2014: Marco Bizzarri
2008–2014: Patrizio di Marco
2004–2008: Mark Lee
1994–2004: Domenico De Sole
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Description automatically generated]In 1990 Tom Ford was hired to oversee the women’s ready-to-wear collection. Ford’s collection from 1995 soon became looked after with his provocative cut-outs. Gucci also launched provocative products such as silver handcuffs and provocative ad campaigns.

Known creative designers after the sale to Investcorp:
Since 2015: Alessandro Michele
2006–2015: Frida Giannini
1995–2004: Tom Ford
1989–1995: Dawn Mello
  
Dawn Mello hired by Maurizio Gucci in 1989 had to reduce the stores from over 1000 to only 180 stores worldwide hoping to rebuild the exclusivity of brand, she also reduced the number of items from 22000 to only 7000. The headquarter of the company moved back in Florence, where the history of Gucci was first made.
Various products are now on the market such as bags, scarfs, shoes, belts and clothing items, but in the beginning, Gucci was more as a travel items shop.      
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They had used leather in the beginning of their company but after World War II they had to think to something else for them to use so they found pigskin and bamboo that were more accessible during that time.
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Description automatically generated]Gucci Bamboo bag wore by Ilaria Occhini in 1956.

The 10 most expensive Gucci items ever sold had the prices between 2600$ and 250000$.

•	10: Gucci Princetown Loafer – Price $2,600
•	9: Gucci Genius Jeans – Price $4,000
•	8: Gucci Sylvie Purse – Price $4,000
•	7: Gucci Men’s I-Digital Grammy Special Edition Watch – Price $7,900
•	6: Gucci Sequin Dress – Price $12,900
•	5: Gucci Biker Jacket – Price $18,650
•	4: Gucci 1921 Collection Medium Shoulder Bag – Price $28,990
•	3: Soft Stirrup Black Crocodile Shoulder Bag – Price $30,000
•	2: Gucci Crocodile Tote Bag with Bamboo Handle – Price $32,000
•	1: Gucci Stuart Hughes Belt – Price $250,000
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Description automatically generated]‘‘Sold for no less than $2,600, the Gucci Princetown Loafer combines classiness with comfort so good that the price got so high. Inner lining made from some of the softest lamb fur, golden stirrup and Italian leather soles that boast the legendary Gucci quality are enough for feeling like floating around the house all day long. It’s like your feet are taken care of in a royal manner’’ according to the author of Luxatic. 

The most expensive item sold unexpectedly is a belt, the Stuart Hughes belt, with the buckle handmade encrusted with 30 carats diamonds. Stuart Hughes is the person who looks to find the most expensive materials on earth to add at his accessories. 
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Description automatically generated with low confidence]
The provocative limited-edition products made by Tom Ford first time to reinvent the Gucci line are the silver handcuffs and the G-strings.
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‘’Under the new designer, the brand took ‘sex sells’ to a whole new level’’ according to the website the strategy story. Tom Ford reinvented the clothing line to modern and glamourous pieces keeping in mind the history of Gucci, where all began but at the same time making something new, something different. With an estimated value of over 14$ billion, Gucci hold the 38th place among the most valuable international brands in the world with 99 locations, 26 states and territories in 63 cities. Between 1981 and 1987 even with the family disputes, Gucci made 400$ million from their products and 227$ million made only in 1990.
Top 10 cities with the greatest number of Gucci locations in the US:
                             City	          State/Territory	Number of Locations
                                                       New York	New York	   9
Beverly Hills	California	4
Miami	              Florida 	4
Los Angeles	California	3
Boca Raton	 Florida	             3
San Francisco	California	3
Houston	 Texas     	3
Las Vegas	 Nevada	3
Cabazon	California	2
Orlando	 Florida   	2

Gucci have stores in the whole world, in countries such as:
	NUMBER
	COUNTRY
	% CORRECT

	49
	USA
	
	97.1%

	28
	Italy
	
	94.6%

	10
	France
	
	93.4%

	56
	China
	
	92.3%

	46
	Japan
	
	89.8%

	13
	UK
	
	87.1%

	5
	Spain
	
	84.4%

	8
	Germany
	
	83.2%

	5
	Russia
	
	79.8%

	9
	Australia
	
	76.3%

	6
	Mexico
	
	72.4%

	38
	South Korea
	
	72.2%

	5
	UAE
	
	61.6%

	6
	Switzerland
	
	61.5%

	6
	Singapore
	
	53.3%

	11
	Taiwan
	
	47.8%

	6
	Indonesia
	
	46.9%



After the death of the founder, Guccio Gucci in 1953, their diversification in the US blossoms gaining distinguished fans including Elizabeth Taylor, Grace Kelly and Jackie Kennedy. In 1961 Jackie Kennedy was seen carrying a Gucci bag, soon after Gucci named the same bag ‘Jackie’.
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The Flora pattern from Gucci had their debut on bags in 2005, but the chronicle of this evocative print goes back many years, to a very special custom present for a special and important person, Princess Grace of Monaco back in 1966. It all started when Princess Grace of Monaco bought a green Gucci bag from the Milan Gucci store. The Flora pattern was designed by Vottorio Accornero, textile designer for Gucci between 1960 and 1981. It incorporated 37 colours on a white background which highlighted flowers, berries and insects, the entire fauna and flora is constituted on this pattern by 5 geometrically patterned bouquets.
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The Flora print was well used in the collection from 1981. Throughout the 1980s, the brand saw high revenues and a major convergence of fake goods in the market, usually an indication of a luxury brands success. However, the company suffered a submerge in popularity during the 1990s due to a shortage of product innovation, redundancy by garment industry people and then the murder of CEO Maurizio Gucci by his wife, Patrizia Reggiani Gucci.
 
The first fragrance by Guy Robert launches in 1975 called Gucci No.1. Gucci company has 109 perfumes in essence base. The preliminary edition was created in the year 1974 and the newest is from 2022. Gucci perfumes were made in partnership with perfumers such as Michel Almairac, Dominique Ropion, Daniela (Roche) Andrier, Antoine Maisondieu, Guy Robert, Firmenich, Karine Dubreuil-Sereni, Aurelien Guichard, Alberto Morillas, Maurice Roucel, Honorine Blanc, Ilias Ermenidis, Jacques Huclier and Lorenzo Villoresi.
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The Beckham family were one of the Gucci’s celebrity’s fans along with others such as Harry Styles, Kate Moss, Rihanna and much more. Currently, Gucci’s merchandise can be classified as 60% classic styles and 40% trendy styles. New Gucci is all about maintaining the classics while prospering, balancing it out with trends. Here is another reason why the brand resonates with younger crowds while maintaining a lasting appeal by technique of its monograms and the instantly recognizable red and green bands. In a recent campaign, Gucci used memes to promote its watches named, ‘That Feeling When Gucci’ uses Gucci as an adjective.
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