“The police play an active and significant role within the English and Welsh justice system.”

This essay will provide a clear insight into the statement of research: “The police pay an active and significant role within the English and Welsh justice system.” The exploration that is undertaken through this essay will focus on key points such as: the Police and criminal evidence act in 1984; police conducting stop and search; conducted police arrest; the treatment of suspects; the human rights act, 1998; being a police witness in court; and reform suggestions. Arguments in this essay prove that the police do play an active and significant role within the English and Welsh justice system. This is displayed as the justice system in England and Wales is built up of ‘victim support groups, the police, courts, police operations and victim compensation schemes’ (J. Shapland et al, 1985). Shapland et al, within their statement, provide evidence within itself as they display ‘the police’ and ’police operations’ as two of the key fundamentals within the English and Welsh justice system. This proves the active and significant role of the police.

The Government gives a clear definition of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act in 1984. The definition describes the act to be ’codes of practice which regulate police powers and protect public rights’ (2013). This implies that the codes of practise taught to police officers are put into place as a way of maintaining ethical standards and procedures within the police forces, in England and Wales, so that the officers are protected as well as the public. The Police and Criminal evidence act, 1984, created trust between members of the public and the police because the act describes protection of citizens. Conveyed from this is the comprehension that the public are more likely to report crime or ask for the services of police when its important. Moreover, this shows the brutal reality that the police play an active and significant role within the justice systems of England and Wales by being a reliable and trusted source for members of the public, and by increasing the level of crime reports, serving justice in our nations. This benefits the justice system, from the front-line police officers, up until justice and conviction.

Stop and search is an often-argued issue within the police and its links to the justice systems of England and Wales. Some people understand the importance of stop and search and the reasons for why people can have the power to undertake such tasks, but others do not agree with the concept. Paul Quinton (2012) conveys both reasons for this in this book, ‘Stop and Search.’ Paul shows that it is understood by the public that the police must conduct stop and search because it is “tactic knowledge to make sense of new situations and determine what action to take and base their suspicions on signals they come across on patrol.” This statement declares that without the use of stop and search, many criminals may not be caught and helps the police forces to look further afield from stereotypes to seek out criminals, protecting more members of the public. on the other hand, stop and search is seen by many as a form of discrimination because police forces could be seeking for certain stereotypes of people to stop. This shows an active role within the police for justice systems, but it also goes against justice systems when a certain population is targeted.

Arrest is “the act of using legal authority to catch and take someone to a place where the person may be accused of a crime” (Cambridge University, 2024). Although police arrests are seen as a deterrent of crime, it can also be a confusing issue for members of the public because it is not conveyed properly that PCSO’s cannot arrest a person, but only detain them if necessary. However, to help with tackling crime and bringing about justice to victims of crime, arrest is vital. But if a person is arrested it must be under lawful conditions. There must be 'suspected involvement' of a crime and there must be ‘reasonable grounds for believing that the persons arrest is necessary’ (College of Policing, 2013). This indicates that the legal authority to arrest someone, in the police force, is critical because it brings clarification if an individual is guilty of a crime, and if lawful arrested and proven right, justice will be served against them. This makes the police active and significant in the justice system.

The human rights act, (1998), states that everyone has the right to ‘freedom and inhumane or degrading treatment’ and the ’right to a fair trial’ (Equality and Human Rights Commission,2018). From this, it can easily be gathered that when a suspect is taken into custody, they must still be treated like everyone else, and not differently, just because they are suspected of committing an illegal crime. If a suspect wants to drink water, or eat, or use their right to stay silent, they are more than welcome to do so. This protects their rights before a lawyer or solicitor gets involved so that they can go through a ’fair trial’ which is also a human right – article 6. Kemp and Hodgson (2017) have conducted research on how people should be treated by the police, and state that “juveniles should be treated as a child.” Many agree with this because the criminal age of responsibility is ten, and so the mind is still growing and learning, so officers must not use extreme language and force as juvenile suspects are still classified as adults. Also, regarding vulnerable individuals, there are more people who are coming into direct connection and contact with the police, who have mental health disorders (Farrugia, Gabbert, 2019). They also explain that vulnerable people struggle to answer the open-ended questions provided and asked by police officers in interviews, which implies that they could cause triggers of anxiety and stress whilst being interviewed, leading to incorrect answers. This is unfair and shows that the police could be deemed as inactive in this instance because it does not protect vulnerable individuals but could harm them instead. This would lead to fair justice in Wales or in England. Moreover, it could cause considerable damage to the justice systems in Wales and England because the police forces could be sued for the ’mistreatment’ of people, leading to a potential breakdown in trust between communities and police forces, which are meant to protect citizens and not hurt them. However, in contrast to this, police now are taught about mental health disorders and ways in which people can be found in vulnerable conditions to help them to understand certain incidents in a better way. This does show that the police forces are playing an active and significant role within the justice systems of England and Wales.

The Police Foundation (2022) proposes reform suggestions for the future of policing in England and Wales, so that police can play a more active and significant role within the justice systems of England and Wales. One of the main suggestions is to ‘modernise the service from top to bottom.’ This is beneficial to make the police more active and significant in the justice systems because it provides knowledge that the police forces are aware of an ever-changing society; they will keep up to date with new systems to help communities keep safe and tackle still climbing crime rates, especially in teenagers. Another suggestion is an ’introduction of a new license to practise for all police officers that is renewed every five years and subject to strict conditions.’ This idea is conveyed to be critical for the police to be seen as significant and active in the justice systems of England and Wales because it also helps to tackle any corruption caused by unlawful police behaviour, and again, modernise conditions to suit the needs of society. 

To conclude this essay, the police do play an active and significant role within the justice systems of England and Wales, as the evidence throughout this essay shows. It is cheaper to let police conduct interviews first rather than leading every case to court, which prioritises essential cases to be dealt with, leading to a better society for victims of crime. Instead of court, the police are less time consuming and show the public why crime should not happen – through operations such as stop and search. Sir Michael Barber (2022), along with the reform suggestions in this essay, says,” Policing in this country is at a crossroads and it cannot stand still whilst the world changes so quickly around it.” Moreover, the police forces in England and Wales are forevermore creating new innovative ideas to be more active, showing aid to the English and Welsh Justice Systems.
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