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Please get rid of the red writing for your final submission. 

	NAME: Natasha Miller

	STUDENT ID No.: 1602497

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 

What is the likelihood of young people suffering adverse childhood experiences, later having an involvement in county lines? What implements are in place to help prevent this from occurring? 

INTRODUCTION:

Adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) are traumatic life events that occur in a child’s life before the age of eighteen, these experiences are uncontrollable for the child. ACEs have been placed into ten different categories in recent research: domestic violence, parental separation, having a parent with mental health conditions, being a victim of abuse (physical, sexual, emotional), being the victim of neglect, having a parent in prison, being raised in a household where a person abuses drugs or alcohol (Journal of Public Health, 2020).

In 2019 it was estimated that around 27,000 children across England were identified as being involved in county lines (Maxwell et all, 2019). Research further found that females were largely underrepresented in any data gathered, showing that 91% of those recorded as being involved in a county lines gang were males (National Crime Agency, 2019). County lines are organised criminal networks who create gangs to export illegal drugs into one or more areas around the UK by using mobile phone lines dedicated for this, or ‘deadlines’ (Public Health England, 2022). Gang members are highly organised criminals who network together to groom and recruit young vulnerable people to avoid police attention (Government, 2022). Often children and vulnerable adults are exploited to transport and store drugs and money across the United Kingdom; they will often be subjected to coercion, violence, intimidation, and weapons. The National Crime Agency (2018) found that children are often easily exploited because they do not see themselves as vulnerable or victims, therefore it is easy for them to be groomed to become involved in criminality. Drug dealers will often target people who have drug addictions or mental health issues themselves (Government, 2022).



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
The objectives of this research project are to establish firstly, how many young persons are believed to be subjected to ACEs in England and Wales. 

Secondly, research will be conducted to identify how many youths that are involved in county lines from a young age have ACEs, and how many ACEs they have. Patterns and trends will be drawn from these findings. 

Thirdly, how aware of ACEs and county lines are current police officers? It is possible that members of the public have better awareness of the activities and dangers surrounding county lines than police, therefore surveys and questionnaires will be conducted to gather statistics of officer’s awareness, and the public’s awareness. These findings will be compared, as this may attribute towards why youths are getting involved in county lines and may provide suggestions to preventing it. 


	LITERATURE REVIEW:
Organised crime groups often prey on youths between the ages of 14 and 17, however have been known to target youths as young as 12 years old (The UK Government, 2022). Gang members target youths from deprived backgrounds, they watch certain individuals and acknowledge that they have parents who have little control or care for their children; therefore, it is easy to groom and coerce these youths. The youths can be persuaded to carry drugs and be rewarded with gifts, and told that they are cared for and looked after through the gang now. Gang members will refer to themselves as family to the youths, which will provide these victims with the first sense of belonging that they may have ever had. 

Often controlled drugs contribute to other offences being committed. Drug misuse causes further violent offences to be committed when persons owe drug dealer’s money for unpaid debts, therefore, causing a lack in police confidence when members of the public witness violent assaults occurring amongst their community.

The Welsh Adverse Childhood Experiences Project found that 50% of the children in Wales suffered with at least one ACE, and 13% suffered at least four (Public Health Wales NHS Trust, 2015). Research suggests that should police have a more preventative policing style towards antisocial behaviour in children, and awareness of ACEs, and the likelihood of these children being more likely to engage in criminal behaviour, then this may reduce future demand on policing, and prevent these children becoming involved in organised criminal behaviour, such as county lines (College of Policing; Policing for the future, 2017). This may lead to the questions as to how aware of ACEs are the police? 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
Throughout this research project surveys and questionnaires will be distributed to police officers on response, police officers in specialist drugs teams, and members of the public. This is to look for patterns and trends between each groups understanding and awareness of ACEs and county lines. Response police officers deal with a large amount of varied crime and have a high demand upon them, therefore comparisons will be made for response officer’s and specialist officer’s awareness of county lines. 
It will also be beneficial to see how aware members of the public are about these matters in comparison to the police, and to see how approachable members of the public would find the police should they wish to report county lines in their community. Research will be carried out to establish how common it is for drugs to be used in the communities now, and how acceptable people deem different drugs to be, for example, how many people find it acceptable for recreational drugs to be taken in social events. Then how many people find it acceptable to depend upon drugs daily.

These surveys will be anonymous.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
Questionnaires will be given out to approximately twenty-five persons from each of the following categories: police officers on response, police officers in specialist drugs teams, and members of the public. This will provide the most qualitative data to provide potential answers as to why people believe youths are involved in county lines, and how aware different groups of people are regarding the impact that ACEs have on children being easily groomed. 



	ETHICAL ISSUES:
There is a potential for ethical problems to arise throughout this research project, one being that when asking police constables their personal opinions on drug misuse. This may cause concerns regarding abiding with the principles of policing; therefore, any surveys will be anonymous. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]There is no risk of any persons being at harm from this research project.
Also, members of the public may feel uneasy disclosing concerns or being true and honest in the survey, therefore, there will be opportunities for persons to withdraw from the project at any point. 


	TIME SCALE:
Each part of this research project should take approximately four weeks. Surveys and questionnaires will be provided six weeks prior to the date needing to be collected and examined to draw any patterns and trends in the findings. 
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