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CHAPTER 63
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Interpretation of the 
chapter - Part 1

James Legge: "It is the way of the Dao to act without thinking of
acting."

D.C. Lau: "Do that which consists in taking no action."
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James Legge: "to conduct affairs without feeling the 
trouble of them."
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James Legge: "to taste without discerning any flavor."

Xu Yuanchong: "take the tasteful as if it were tasteless." 



Part 2
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"The great originates from the small, the many commences 
from the few."
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If others resent me, I will repay him/her with kindness.
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“(The master of it) anticipates things that are difficult
while they are easy, and does things that would become
great while they are small. All difficult things in the world
are sure to arise from a previous state in which they were
easy, and all great things from one in which they were
small.” 07
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Part 2 

D.C.Lau: 

"Therefore it is because the sage never attempts to be great 
that he succeeds in becoming great."
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Part 3 

• Xu Yuanchong:
"Much underestimation will entail much difficulty."

• D.C. Lau:
"One who is in the habit of considering things easy
meets with frequent difficulties."

• James Legge:
"He who is continually thinking things easy is sure to
find them difficult."
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Sages' Wisdom

Xu Yuanchong:

"Therefore the sage anticipates all difficulties,
so there is nothing difficult in the end."
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"Therefore the sage 
sees difficulty even in 

what seems easy"

"that is why in the end 
no difficulties can get 

the better of him."
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Conclusion
Laozi teaches us to not consider ourselves great, 
be modest and respect everything. 

"Be occupied while free and be free while occupied."
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Thank you 
for listening! 


