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A Study Guide for tourists in London who wish to visit places of worship belonging to the main Abrahamic Religions 


	


Purpose of this Study Guide

The Main purpose of this study guide is to provide an informative guide to both students who study religion as well as those who have a keen interest in places of worship which belong to the main Abrahamic religions. One of the aims of this guide is to provide an insightful set of information which would allow an individual to be able to travel and have a key understanding to these locations prior to visiting them in person. When referencing the Abrahamic religions in this study guide, I am referring to the three most popular religions belonging to this group, which are Christianity, Judaism and Islam. Throughout the United Kingdom these are the three most popular religions which are practised and the city of London has many places of worship belonging to these religions. 
To provide an informative guide for those who are travelling to London to visit these places of worship, this guide will contain both historical and background knowledge surrounding these locations as well as information regarding costs and travel. By providing information regarding costs and travel, it will allow those who wish to follow this guide to effectively plan their trip around London and to make sure that they are prepared when they visit these places of worship in person. 
London is one of the largest and busiest cities in the world, throughout the city there are hundreds of different places of worship belonging to a number of different religious faiths which are practised worldwide. This guide has handpicked a few of the most interesting places which you can visit during a daytrip to the city, these will include the Bevis Marks Synagogue, the Baitul Futuh Mosque as well as Westminster Abbey. 





Bevis Marks Synagogue

[image: ]The Bevis Marks Synagogue is one of the most significant synagogues which can be found in the United Kingdom. Dating back to the 18th century, this synagogue is the oldest Jewish place of worship which can be found in the British Isles. It belongs to the Sephardi Jewish community who originate from both Portugal and Spain. The Synagogue is located in the City of London and is easily accessible to the public via both public and private transport. Figure 1: Front of the Bevis Marks Synagogue

History
During the 17th Century the Jewish people were once again allowed to return to the United Kingdom and form communities like they did prior to the expulsion of the Jews during the 12th century. Under the leadership of Lord Protector Oliver Cromwell (1599 – 1658 CE) the British Parliament allowed Jews from Europe and throughout the known world to once again return and settle. Many Jewish communities from both Portugal and Spain travelled to Britain and settled in the City of London due to it being the hub of the British Empire. 
The original synagogue which the Sephardi community used when they resettled back in London was found in Creechurch Lane. However in the year 1699, the community found a nearby site only a few minutes away from their synagogue which they were going to purchase and build a new synagogue from the ground up. The Sephardi community issued their new synagogue to be built by a Quaker architect by the name of Joseph Avis[footnoteRef:1].  [1:  Sephardi.org. History [ONLINE] Available at: https://www.sephardi.org.uk/history/ [Accessed on the 13th of May 2019]] 

Since the 17th century Sephardi community living in London have thrived and have continued to practise their religious traditions in the Bevis Marks Synagogue in peace in the city of London as they have for the past three centuries. 
[image: ]Visiting the Synagogue 
Like many historical places of worship found throughout the country, the Bevis Marks Synagogue allows visitors to visit the grounds of the Synagogue and to experience the rich Jewish history that it holds. The Sephardi community also allow for groups and other visitors to book tours of the synagogue which would allow for a more informative experience when visiting. 
Like most synagogues throughout the country, all males which enter the premise must have their head covered by a traditional Jewish headwear called the Kippah/Yarmulke. Fortunately for those visiting who do not own their own Kippah at home, the Synagogue provides male visitors with a selection at the entrance prior to entering. Unlike the men, women do not have to have a head covering when entering the synagogue. [bookmark: _GoBack]Figure 2: Entrance Gates to the Bevis Marks Synagogue.

The Bevis marks Synagogue is a Grade 1 listed building by the British government, this means that it is seen as being one of the most historically important buildings in the United Kingdom today, this can easily be seen by entering the inside of the synagogue itself. A lot of the features inside of the synagogue remain unchanged to how they were when it was first built in the 18th century by Joseph Avis. The design of the building is inspired from the synagogues which were built in Amsterdam prior to the Jews being allowed to re-enter the United Kingdom. Instead of the inside of the synagogue being full of gold and other rich materials, it instead is designed similarly like the chapels belonging to the Protestant Church during the time of Oliver Cromwell and his leadership of England[footnoteRef:2].  [2:  Sephardi.org. Bevis Marks/ History – Design [ONLINE] Available at: https://www.sephardi.org.uk/bevis-marks/history-design/ [Accessed on the 13th of May 2019]
] 

As well as holding tours and other experiences for the public to participate in, the synagogue remains to hold religious services and ceremonies for the local Sephardi community which built this synagogue over 300 years ago. It is also seen as being the oldest practising synagogue in the United Kingdom today.

Visiting Information regarding the Bevis Marks Synagogue
Opening Hours
· Monday – 10:30 am- 2:00 pm
· Tuesday – 10:30 am – 1:00 pm
· Wednesday – 10:30 am – 2:00 pm
· Thursday – 10:30 am – 2:00 pm
· Friday – 10:30 am – 1:00 pm
· Saturday – CLOSED
· Sunday – 10:30 am – 12:30 pm
Admission
· Adults  - £5.00
· Children - £2.50
· Seniors - £4.00
· National Trust Members - £2.50





Contact Information
Email: Maurice@sephardi.org.uk
Phone: 020 7621 1188


	
Transport[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Sephardi.org. Visit Bevis Marks [ONLINE] Available at: https://www.sephardi.org.uk/bevis-marks/visit-bevis-marks/ [Accessed on the 13th of May 2019]] 

Address:
Bevis Marks, Between Houndsditch And Leadenhall Streets, London EC3A 5DQ
For those who are aiming to travel to the Bevis Marks Synagogue, there are many easy accessible routes and transport options which can be used. The London Underground is one of the easiest forms of transportation throughout London and can be used to access the Bevis Marks Synagogue. The two nearest underground stops to the Synagogue are Aldgate and Liverpool Street Station, both of these two stops are less than a ten minute walk away from the synagogue which allows for easy access compared to other forms of transportation in London. To also plan your travel to the synagogue, you can use the following website to plan your travel throughout the city of London: https://tfl.gov.uk/plan-a-journey/









	

Map image of the location of the Bevis Marks Synagogue
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Figure 3

		

The Baitul Futuh Mosque
[image: ]The Baitul Futuh Mosque is the largest Islamic Mosque which can be found in Western Europe. This mosque belongs to the Ahmadiyya Muslim community in Morden, London. The mosque was built and opened in 2003 and has continued to be heavily used by the Ahmadiyya community today. 
Figure 4: The Outside of the Baitul Futuh Mosque


History
Unlike the rest of the places of worship mentioned in this study guide, the Baitul Futuh Mosque is the only place which was built in the 21st century. The mosque was opened on the 3rd of October 2003 by the Ahmadiyya Muslim community to be used as their main place of worship. The community also brought in their leader Caliph Mirza Masroor Ahmad to officially inaugurate and open the mosque to the rest of the Ahmadiyya community in Morden[footnoteRef:4]. One of the reasons the Baitul Futuh Mosque is seen as being one of the most significant mosques in the United Kingdom is for its large size and facilities that it offers to the Muslim community. The three prayer halls located inside of the Mosque can hold up to a total of 10,000 people at once, however the mosque can also cater to many visitors during important events throughout the year. The max capacity the Mosque can hold throughout the entire facility (including the large car park area and the rest of the 5.2 acres of land it currently has) is a total of 33,000 people.  [4:  Alislam.org. Mosques [ONLINE] Available at: https://www.alislam.org/mosques/ [Accessed on the 14th of May 2019]] 

The Mosque did face some unfortunate damages in 2015 due to a fire which was started in one of the administration buildings[footnoteRef:5]. Fortunately the actual mosque was untouched by the fire which was started, however one member of the mosque was taken to hospital due to the effects of the smoke during this tragic event. Since then the mosque has continued to thrive and continues to be the largest mosque in Western Europe. 
 [5:  BBC. Morden mosque fire: 70 firefighters tackle blaze [ONLINE] Available at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-34369710 [Accessed on the 14th of May 2019]] 

Visiting the Baitul Futuh Mosque
[image: ]Similar to the Bevis Marks Synagogue, the Baitul Futuh Mosque is an active place of worship which is used on a daily basis by the community surrounding it. Although it is actively used by the Ahmadiyya community daily, it welcomes visitors of many different faiths and backgrounds to come and experience the mosque in its full capacity. 
When entering the mosque all visitors must be covered in appropriate clothing and must remove their shoes at the door prior to entering. Aside from the two large prayer halls inside of the mosque (one for the men of community and the other for the women and children) there are a number of other interesting facilities inside of the mosque which would interest visitors. Figure 5: Inside the Baitul Futuh Mosque

Inside of the Mosque complex it contains a number of different offices and conference halls for the members of the community to hold meetings and other important business regarding the mosque. The Ahmadiyya community also has a number of different organisations which also use these office spaces on a weekly basis, this includes the Women’s organisation as well as the Ahmadiyya Youth organisation. These organisations also have access to the gymnasium facility in the mosque so they can participate in a number of different sports and physical activities. 
One of the most interesting parts of the Baitul Futuh Mosque is that it contains a facility dedicated to the Ahmadiyya radio station ‘Voice of Islam’[footnoteRef:6]. This radio station is directed at the local Muslim community by providing up to date news and aims to give members of the community the ability to discuss and express their different beliefs and points of view on Islam and other important issues. They use the mosque as their headquarters in which they broadcast their radio station from.  [6:  VoiceofIslam. About Us [ONLINE] Available at: http://voiceofislam.co.uk/about-us/ [Accessed on the 15th of May 2019] ] 

One of the most significant facilities inside of the Mosque is the ‘Aftab Khan Library’. This library allows members of the community to come and access a numerous amount of different religious texts and books to help further their understanding of the Ahmadiyya faith. It also contains books about other religious faiths such as Judaism and Christianity to give its members a further understanding of other religious traditions aside from its own. 

Visiting Information Regarding the Baitul Futuh Mosque
Address
Baitul Futuh, 181 London Road, Morden, Surrey SM4 5PT
Contact Information
Telephone: 020 8687 7800
Email: Info@baitulfutuh.org



Arranging a Visit 
Prior to visiting the Baitul Futuh Mosque it is recommended to get in contact to arrange a visit. As it is a widely used mosque there are many events throughout the year which may prevent visitors from being able to visit and have a tour of the premises. By using the above contact information, you will be able to arrange a date and time for a visit to the mosque and to be able to experience the largest mosque in Western Europe.







Transport
Unlike the Bevis Marks Synagogue and Westminster Abbey, the Baitul Futuh Mosque is not located within the central part of London. Although it is located to the south west of the city of London, access to the area of Morden is accessible via the London Underground. To access the Morden station via the tube, you must get on the Northern Line. Using the London Underground is the most recommended method of transportation to the mosque as it is the cheapest and quickest method of transport throughout London. As stated before, using the London Journey planner will give a detailed travel plan to those aiming to visit, you can find it via the link: 
https://tfl.gov.uk/plan-a-journey/








	


Map Location of The Baitul Futuh Mosque in Morden
[image: ]Figure 6

	


Westminster Abbey

[image: ]Westminster Abbey is one of the oldest and most significant religious buildings in the United Kingdom. Although it is not used similarly as a place of worship like the Bevis Marks Synagogue and the Baitul Futuh Mosque, it still holds a number of important ceremonies and events for the Church of England and the British Monarchy today. 


HistoryFigure 7: One of the entrances to Westminster Abbey

Westminster Abbey has a rich history regarding its historical importance to the British monarchy throughout the centuries, many of the greatest and most significant monarchs have been crowned and buried inside the halls of the abbey. The origins of the Abbey can be dated as far back as the 8th century when there was a community of monks living and operating on the site in which the Abbey would later be built on. The Abbey as we know it today was ordered to be built by one of the most significant monarchs in British history, St. Edward the Confessor (1003 – 1066 CE)[footnoteRef:7].  [7:  Britannica. Westminster Abbey [ONLINE] Available at: https://www.britannica.com/topic/Westminster-Abbey [Accessed on the 16th of May 2019] ] 

Ever since the coronation of William the Conqueror (Approx. 1028 – 1087 CE) after his Norman invasion of England in 1066, every monarch apart from both Edward the Fifth (1470 – 1483 CE) and Edward the 8th (1894 – 1972 CE) have all been crowned inside the halls of Westminster Abbey. As well as being used for coronations, many notable members of British society have been buried inside of Westminster Abbey for their contribution towards British society throughout history, this includes Isaac Newton (1643 – 1727 CE) and Charles Darwin (1809 – 1882 CE).

[image: ]Visiting Westminster Abbey
Westminster Abbey is one of the most visited tourist attractions in the United Kingdom. Due to its popularity, it is recommended for those wishing to visit the Abbey to pre book tickets to make sure you are able to visit at a suitable time. Although it is open to the public, the Abbey does tend to close some facilities and sections due to private services and maintenance. 
One of the benefits of Westminster Abbey being one of the most visited tourist attractions is its accessibility to the public and visitors from all over the globe. When entering the Abbey you are able to pick up a multimedia guide which offers a commentary guide throughout each of the important areas and tombs throughout the building. The Multimedia guide also offers a total of 14 different languages allowing visitors from all over the globe to experience and learn the rich history of Westminster Abbey[footnoteRef:8].  [8:  Westminster Abbey. Multimedia Guide [ONLINE] Available at: https://www.westminster-abbey.org/visit-us/plan-your-visit/multimedia-guide [Accessed on the 16th of May 2019]] 
Figure 8: The Shrine of Edward the Confessor inside Westminster Abbey.

As Westminster Abbey is seen as a working church, they hold a number of different services throughout the day which allows the public to openly join in and pray, this would include the early morning prayers, the Holy Communion and then in the evening the Vespers. As the Abbey is a large building, these services are split into different sections which can be located via the map provided once entering the Abbey or online on their website prior to visiting[footnoteRef:9].  [9:  Westminster Abbey. Self-Led Groups Map [ONLINE] Available at: https://www.westminster-abbey.org/media/4518/self-led-groups-map.pdf [Accessed on the 16th of May 2019] ] 

To provide the best experience when visiting, the Abbey offers a number of different guided tours throughout the day. These guided tours are provided by the Vergers of the Abbey, they also offer the ability to access areas of the Abbey in which ordinary members of the public aren’t allowed to visit, this would include the tomb of Edward the Confessor which can be seen in figure 8 above. To access the tours provided by the Vergers of the Abbey, you must pay a total of £7 per person and do so at the entrance of Westminster Abbey prior to entering[footnoteRef:10].  [10:  Westminster Abbey. Guided Tours [ONLINE] Available at: https://www.westminster-abbey.org/visit-us/guided-tours [Accessed on the 16th of May 2019] 
] 


Visiting Information Regarding Westminster Abbey
Address
20 Deans Yd, Westminster, London SW1P 3PA

Contact Information
Email: info@westminster-abbey.org
Telephone: 020 7222 5152

Arranging a Visit
It is recommended for visitors to purchase tickets online via the Westminster Abbey website prior to visiting. This would allow you to confirm your access to the Abbey before attempting to visit on the day you choose. However as it is a public tourist attraction you are able to purchase tickets on the day you turn up to visit, although you would face the risk of not being able to enter due to the high demand of people wanting to enter. You are also able to book group visits via the website which would make entering the Abbey a much smoother experience prior to arriving. 










Transport
Westminster Abbey is one of the most easily accessible tourist attractions in London. It is located quite centrally in London which means that there are many different transportation options to visit the Abbey. Similar to the previous two locations discussed in this study guide, the London Underground continues to be the cheapest and quickest means of transportation throughout London to get you to the Abbey. The nearest station near the Abbey is the Westminster Underground Station, it is connected to the Jubilee line as well as the Circle and District line. As stated previously, using the London Journey planner will provide all the travel information regarding getting to any of the Places of Worship discussed in this Study guide. 




Map Image of Westminster Abbey 



[image: ]
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